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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  DARLINGTON. 


FIealth  Department, 

I 

Feethams, 

Darlington. 


the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee. 

tircntlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
iinding  31st  December,  1928. 

! In  it  I have  set  out  all  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Department 
bt  only  for  the  Health  Committee,  but  for  the  Committee  for 
,ie  Welfare  of  Afflicted  Persons,  tlie  Housing  Committee  and 
sellers  for  whom  tlie  medical  examinations  of  employees  are 
urried  out. 

■ The  Committee  will  agree,  I think,  that  from  the  ])oint  of 
•4ew  of  health  and  preventive  medicine,  it  has  been  a satisfactory 
itsar.  Though  our  birth  rate  is  the  lowest  on  record  (15.9  per 
|000)  the  death  rate  more  or  less  com])ensates  in  maintaining  our 
4)pulation,with  a record  low  figure  of  ] 0.4.  The  infantile  mortality 
yte  (59  per  1,000  births)  is  the  lowest  of  all  tlie  North  Eastern 
ffi'wns  and  considerably  below  that  (70)  for  England  and  Whiles. 
T-wen  maternal  deaths  and  the  fact  that  two-t birds  of  the  deaths 
(!|  the  first  year  of  life  occur  during  the  first  four  weeks  point  to 
f.e  importance  of  impressing  on  the  ])ublic  the  necessity  for 
i creased  ante-natal  supervision  to  protect  our  motherhood. 


Infectious  Diseases  suffered  an  increased  incidence  with  few 
!i  aths,  mainly  by  reason  of  their  mild  form,  with  the  cxceptit)n  of 
) Iphtheiia,  the  eleven  deaths  from  which  arc  to  be  reo'rettcd  when 
fil'ompt  treatment  is  so  effective. 

! The  milk  supply,  with  recent  imiirovements  as  the  result  of 
e Milk  and  Dairies  Orders,  and  the  water  supply,  improved  by  the 
Installation  of  the  new  fdters,  are  plentiful  and  safe.  The  eon- 
•I'Tsion  scheme  which  is  now  in  hand  to  abolish  the  old  privy 
lahpits  within  the  next  five  years  should  improve  still  further 
e health  and  amenities  of  the  nrca.  Moat-  t 

- - iV., 
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Council  take  a long  view  in  safeguarding  the  future  well-being  of 
Darlington,  firstly,  by  generally  improving  housing  accommodation 
by  wiping  out  almost  200  back  to  back  houses  and  secondly,  by 
simplifying  meat  inspection  by  the  erection  of  a central  Public 
Slaughter  House  and  Meat  Market. 

I cannot  close  without  referring  to  the  serious  loss  to  the 
Department  caused  by  the  sudden  death  of  Mr.  J.  R.  Copping,. 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  valued  servant  of  the  Corporation 
for  twenty-six  years. 

I wish  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the  Chairman  and  Com- 
mittee, the  officials  of  other  departments,  and  to  my  colleagues 
who  have  so  loyally  worked  to  achieve  what  I trust  you  will 
consider  a fairly  successful  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  A.  DAWSON.' 

May^  1929. 


SECTION  I. 


G.  A.  DAWSON,  M.B.,  D.P.H.,  Medical  OOiccr  of  Health,  Medical 
Superintendent  of  the  Borough  Isolation  Hos])itals,  School 
Medical  Officer,  Medical  Certifier  under  the  Mental  Deficiency 
Acts,  and  Medical  Examiner  of  Corporation  Employees. 

*T.  FERGUSON,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.  (Ed.),  D.P.H.,  Deputy  I\Icdical 
Officer  of  Health  and  Venereal  Diseases  Medica*  Officer. 


^CONSTANCE  CHARLOTTE  R015ERTS0N,  M.B.,  B.S.,  (part 
time),  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  :\Iedical  Officer,  Ins])ector 
of  ]\Iidwives. 


^ T 


R.  COPPING,  A. R .San. Inst.,  Certificated  iMcat  Ins])cctor, 
Chief  Sanitary  Ins])ector,  Ins])ector  of  Meat  and  other  Foods, 
Inspector  of  Common  Lodging  Houses,  and  under  the  Sho])s 
Act,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  Rag  Flock  Act,  Rat  Officer,  In- 
spector under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Act,  Inspector  and  Official 
Sampler  under  the  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  P)26, 
Officer  under  the  Agricultural  Produce  (Grading  and  Marking) 
Act,  1928,  and  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1920.  (Died 
28th  February,  1929). 


Assistant  Tns})ectors;— *A.E.  Wade,  C.R.San.Inst.,  and  Certificated 
Meat  Ins])ector  ; Ap])ointed  Senior  Sanitary  Ins})ector  on 
21st  March,  1929;  G.  Latimer,  C.R.San.Inst.  and  Certificated 
Meat  Inspector,  ; G.  11.  Watmough,  C.R.San.  Inst. 

Matron  of  Isolation  Hosi)itals  Miss  Flora  Kinnear,  State 
Registered  Nurse  ; General  and  Fever  Training  Certificate. 

Health  Visitors  *Miss  K.  Bishop,  Certificates  of  the  C.M.B. 
and  of  the  R.San.  Inst,  for  Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses, 
for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  and  for  Sanitary  Inspectors  ; 
*Miss  L.  G.  R.  Crawford,  Certificate  of  C.M.B.^,  State  Regi- 
stered Nurse.  *Miss  J.  L.  Bailey,  New  Health  Visitors’ 
(Certificate  of  the  Royal  San.  Inst.,  Certificate  of  C.M.B., 
State  Registered  Nurse,  Fever  and  General  Trained.  (Com- 
menced duties  1st  June,  1928). 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF — (Continued). 

Clerical  and  Office  Staff  E.  C.  Stainsby,  Miss  F.  E.  Gibbon, 
Miss  E.  Stephenson,  F.  Ward,  W.  S.  Smurthwaite,  G.  V.  Penn, 
I.  Burnley,  (Commenced  duties  31st  May,  1928). 

Borough  Analyst  (part  time)  : — C.  J.  H.  Stock,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C. 

Venereal  Diseases  Orderly  : — *T.  Litton,  (Since  3rd  January, 
1929,  full-time  orderly). 

Disinfector  (part-time)  : — R.  Johnson. 

Rat  Catcher  (part-time)  R.  Burnside. 

M.  & C.  W.  Home  Helps  : — *Mrs.  B.  Bointon  ; Also  Rota  oi 
Temporary  Home  Helps  (approved  by  Ministry  on  12th  July 
1927). 

* Contributions  to  salaries  under  Public  Health  Acts  o 

by  Exchequer  Grants. 


I 

1 


: 

j 

ii 
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SECTION 
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, BEHERAL  FEATURES  AND  STAT3STISS. 

The  County  Borougli  of  Darlington  is  situated  on  low-lying 
ind  in  the  valley  of  the  Skerne  a tributary  of  the  Tees.  The 
ibsoil  eonsists  of  beds  of  glaciated  elay  with  veins  of  sand  and 
lagnesian  limestone.  The  height  above  sea  level  ranges  from 
20  to  240  feet  so  that  its  situation  is  somewhat  like  that  of  the 
3ntre  of  a saueer  on  aceount  of  the  hills  on  all  sides.  By  reason 
f this  protected  ])osition,  the  climate  is  mild  and  somewhat 
daxing,  conducing  to  a ])rofusion  oi  vegetation,  some  of  it  tropical 
1 nature  to  be  lound  in  the  public  ])arks  of  which  there  is  ample 
revision  to  the  extent  of  200  acres. 

hile  it  is  the  natural  centre  of  the  neighbouring  agricultural 
istriets  of  Durham  and  the  North  Hiding  with  an  excellent 
•larket  once  a week  its  inhabitants  are  principally  oecu])ieil  in 
I’ades  connc(!ted  with  railway  and  engineering  work  of  world 
dde  re])ute,  with  old  established  wool  s])innirig  and  more  recently 
le  chemical  industry  at  Billingham  and  Cockerton. 


Area  o?  the  Borough. — 4,ci4  acres. 

Populatsoil.— 1921  Census  ....  ....  ....  05,842 

Estimated,  mid-year  1928  ....  ....  71,500 

The  natural  increase  of  the  ])opulation,  as  calculated  from 
le  difference  between  the  birth  rate  and  death  rate  amounts  to 
o ])er  thousand,  a figure  comj)aring  favourablv  with  that  of 
’revious  years  and  also  with  that  (4.4)  for  England  and  AVales, 
nough  below  the  figure  (9.0)  for  County  of  Durham. 


Census  Statistics,  1921.— 

Average  Rooms  j)er  Dwelling  .... 

Families  ])er  Dwelling 
Persons  per  Family 
Rooms  per  Person 
Number  of  Private  Families 
Structurally  separate  Dwellings  occupied 
Population  living  more  than  2 jiersons  to 
one  Room 

Number  of  Families  sharing  a scjiarate 
Dwelling 


4.1.1 
1 .()(> 
1. 89 
0.9|. 
1 1,488 
18,084 

10,912 

849 


This  latter  figure  represents  5.8  per  cent,  of  the  total  families, 
W compares  with  10  per  cent,  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole! 
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Number  of  inhabited  Houses. — On  the  1st  April,  1929,  the 
Rate  Books  showed  Assessments  as  follows — 

vS elf- contained  Dwelling-houses  15,580 

Dwelling-houses  and  Shops  comVnned  ....  694 

Tenements  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  492 


Lock-up  Shops 

16,766 

479 

Hotels,  Public  Houses  and  Clubs  .... 

83 

Schools,  Institutes  and  Halls 

63 

Olfices 

* 196 

Warehouses,  Stables,  Garages  and  Workshops 

663 

Parcels  of  Agricultural  Land  and  Allotments 

172 

Miscellaneous 

291 

Total  .... 

18,713 

Generai  Rale — 9/-  in  the  £ 

Rateable  Value.— £497,437. 

Sum  Represented  by  a Fenny  Rate 

VSTAL  STATISTIOS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1928. 

Total.  Males.  Female!  | 

Births. — Legitimate  ....  ....  1,073  ...  563  ....  510  ! 

Illeffitimate  .... 


6: 
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Birth-rate,  15.9. 

DsattsS.— Total  746,  Males  404,  Females  342. 


Oeath-raie,  1G.4. 

For  1927  the  birth-rate  was  16.1  and  the  death-rate  ll.J|l 
per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Number  ©f  Women  Dying  in,  or  In  conseciuence  o?  Ghilsi  i 
birth. — From  sepsis  3,  from  other  causes  4. 


Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  : 


Males 

Females 

Rate  per  i 
1,000  birl'i  < 

43 

19 

58  i 

3 

2 

..  75  J 

46 

...  21 

59  ( 

liCgitimate 
Illegitimate 
Total 

The  bodies  of  56  children  stiiiborri  in  Darlington  were  buric 
in  the  town  cemeteries  during  the  year. 


0 


Deaths  frojn  n/SeasScs  (all  ages)  2 

„ „ WhCwpEf?g  Cough  (all  ages) 1 

„ 5,  DiarrilCSa  (under  2 years  of  age)  ....  3 


Gomparatrse  Table  cf  Vita?  Sl^Msfics,  1920 — 19?8. 


i 1 

i Birth-Rute 

' 1 

! 

Death-Rate 

Infant  Mortality 

Yefir 

Estimated 

Population 

Par- 

lington 

England 
ci  Wales 

Dar- 

lington 

o 

' England 
k Wales 

J )ar- 
lington 

England 
& V.'ales 

1920 

66,610 

25.8 

25.4 

12.4 

12.4 

92 

80 

1921 

66,400 

23.9 

22.4 

12.3 

12.1 

98 

83 

1922 

66,710 

22.6 

20.6 

14.1 

12.9 

98 

77 

1923 

67,390 

21.5 

19.7 

11.9 

11.6 

67 

69 

1924 

68,690 

20.2 

18.8 

12.7 

12.2 

94 

75 

1925 

69,130 

18.6 

18.3 

12.7 

12.2 

106 

75 

1926 

70,700 

17.9 

17.8 

11.9 

11.6 

91 

70 

1927 

71,430 

16.1 

16.7 

11.6 

12.3 

07 

69 

1928 

71,560 

15.9 

16.7 

10.4 

11.7 

59 

65 

With  a lecord  low  death  rate  of  lO.d  per  tliere  is  no 

)articular  disease  worthy  of  eoinrnent,  and  no  particular  oc’eu pa- 
don  or  environment  which  a])pears  to  have  a prejudical  effect  on 
pie  ])ublic  healtli.  As  our  birtli  rate  falls  tlicrc  will  be  an  in- 
creased tendency  towards  a higher  death  rate  owing  to  a larger 
iroportion  of  the  population  in  the  older  age  grou]is. 


DISEASES  OF  THE  HEART  Am  ELOCD  VESSELS. 

This  grou])  of  diseases  holds  first  ])lace  in  the  list.  Including 
che  deaths  attributed  to  cerebral  haemorrhage,  v/hieh  is  so  closely 
nllied,  we  have  to  record  the  formidable  total  of  102,  one  fourth 
of  the  mortality  from  all  causes.  It  must  be  understood  however, 
that  a man  is  as  old  as  his  arteries  and  that  this  classification  is 
a label  designating  the  v/orn-out  units  no  longer  lit  to  stand  the 
strain  of  life. 

CHEST  DiSEASES. 

Of  a total  of  740  deaths  assignable  to  Darlington,  Dronchitis 
and  Pneumonia  accounted  for  81  or  1 l-O  per  cent.  This  rcyiresents 
a mortality  of  1.2  per  1, ()()()  living,  showing  a reduction  of  00% 
below  that  of  last  year. 


CANCER. 

The  study  of  Cancer  has  led  to  the  establishment  in  several 
parts  of  the  country  of  Cancer  Research  Committees.  Leeds  ami 
Manchester  have  one  already  in  operation  disseminating  knowledge 
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of  the  early  signs  of  the  dread  disease  and  exhorting  early  con- 
sultation. Steps  are  now  being  taken  to  ^organize  such  work  in 
County  Durham  and  Newcastle,  and  it  is  suggested  that  Darlington 
should  co-operate  in  the  northern  scheme. 

The  mortality  in  Darlington  is  1.07  per  1,000  population,  com- 
paring favourably  with  England  and  Wales.  At  the  end  of  the 
Report  a table  is  appended  showing  the  organs  and  tlie  age  groups 
most  affected.  The  variation  during  the  past  eight  years  is 
shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


Deaths  in 

Death  Rate  fer 

England  Wales 

Darlington 

1,000  'poimlation 

Death  Rate 

1921  .... 

60 

0.90 

1.21 

1922  .... 

67 

1 .00 

1.22 

1923  .... 

65 

0.96 

1.26 

1924  ... 

60 

0.87 

1.29 

1925  .... 

72 

1.04 

1.34 

192G  .... 

81 

1.05 

1.36 

1927  .... 

96 

1 .34 

1.38 

1928  .... 

77 

1.07 

....  Not  yet  known 

CORONER’S 

INQUESTS, 

Thirty-two 

Inquests  were 

held  in  the 

Borough  and  six 

outside  the  Borough  in  connection  with  deaths  assignable  to 
Darlington,  a proportion  of  5.1  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths. 
There  were  also  fourteen  inquests  held  in  Darlington  in  the  case  of 
transferable  deaths.  One  of  these  inquests  was  held  in  connection 
with  25  deaths  in  a railv>^ay  accident. 


Uf^GERIirgEO  DEATHS.  " 

During  1928  there  were  32  deaths,  the  causes  of  which  were 
not  certified  by  medical  practitioners  or  the  coroner,  equivalent  i 
to  4.3  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths.  Seven  of  these  were  of  child-  ^ 
ren  under  one  year  of  age. 

ACCIDENTS  AND  VIOLENT  DEATHS. 

Twenty-six  deaths  were  due  to  suicide,  accidents  or  violence — 

8 to  suicide,  7 to  motor,  cycle  and  street  accidents,  5 to  falls.  1 
2 to  drowning,  2 to  burns  or  scalds,  and  2 to  accidents  at  work.  * 
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DEATHS  m BNSTITUTSOMS. 


Feetham  Poor  I.aw  Institution 

75 

General  Kospital  ....  

11,3 

Borough- Isolation  Hos])itals 

17 

Nursing  Homes 

17 

Total  in  Darlington  Institutions  222 
Deaths  in  other  Institutions,  Asvluins,  &e.  20 


BIRTHS  DURING  1S2B. 


Birth.s 

Inwai’d 

Outwai  d 

Heiiisteied 

Transfers 

Transferi 

Total  Births  (Legitimate 

( Males 

...  006  .. 

..  11 

22 

and  Illegitimate) 

\ Females 

...  568  .. 

9 .. 

..  32 

Births  Illegitimate 

\ Males 
) Females 

.30  ... 

.3  .'. 

1 

.3,3  ... 

6 .. 

4 

DEATHS  IN 

1928. 

Males 

Females. 

Registered 

....  .... 

. . . .... 

419 

382 

Outward  Transfers 

... 

.37 

49 

382 

,333 

Inward  Transfers 

... 

22 

9 

Net  Deaths  belonging  to  Darlington.... 

404 

.342 
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SECTION  III. 


soeiAL  mfmmmB, 

Poor  Lwi  ilsiisf,  mi  ^atisiial  Hessth  Ira-* 

suranss. — Much  useful  information  regarding  social  and  economic 
conditions  having  a bearing  on  the  licalth  of  the  tovm  is  lurnishefl 
in  data  kindly  supplied  by  the  Clerk  to  the  Darlington  Board  oii 
Guardians,  the  Manager  of  tlic  Employment  Exchange,  and  the 
Clerk  to  the  National  Health  insurance  Committee. 

Poor  Law  Reliefu — The  number  of  persons  in  receipt  of  reliei 


Institutions 

1 

\ Outdoor  Relief 

Poor  Law 

Asylums 

Total 

WidoY/s, 
Sick  & 
Disabled 
etc. 

Unem- 

ployed 

Total  'i 

1st  Jmi.,  1922 

273 

94 

367 

396 

192 

1 

588 

„ 1923 

299 

104 

403 

570 

1,538 

2,108  ■ 

, 1924 

316 

119 

435 

709 

1,793 

2,502  . 

„ 1925 

305 

124 

429 

706 

668 

1,374  . 

„ 1926 

318 

128 

446 

752 

966 

1,718  • 

„ 1927 

327 

131 

458 

679 

1,205 

i,884 

„ 1928 

322 

132 

454 

487 

1,175 

1,602 

„ 1929 

293 

140 

433 

522 

876 

1,398 

! w 

iue 


nuijiber  of  assisted  imemploj'cd  persons  shov/n  al)ov< 
is  small  on  account  of  the  relief  work  which  was  provided  lo: 
the  able-bodiedt  men  of  the  district. 

jNiorcover,  the  Poor  Lave  Administrative  Area  is  not  coi 
terminoiis  with  the  County  Borough  and  hence  a few  of  the  abovi 
persons  may  come  from  outside  the  Darlington  Borough. 

— The  number  of  unemployed  |>ersons^  oi 
the  Live  Register  of  the  Exchange  on  the  3ist  December,  102f 

was: men  2,511  ; women,  302,  compared  with  last  year’s  figure 

men,  2,013  ; women,  174.  The  average  number  of  unemployec 
durina  1928  has  been  2,160  out  of  approximately  27,00 

o 

employable  persons. 

Hsaatil  — The  total  number  of  insure* 

persons  in  the  Borough  was  27,128,  of  wliom  25,714  were  alrcad 
on  Doctors’  lists.  The  number  of  prescriptions  issued  was  78,887 
and  tile  total  cost  of  drugs  and  appliances,  £2,505. 
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SECTION  IV. 


/ PREVALEmE  OF  ^^OTSFiABLE  DISEASES. 

I 

ZyrraStic  Dssaases. — During  the  year  there  were  21  deaths  coni- 
!. pared  with  40  last  year,  from  the  seven  principal  zymotic  diseases, 
iwhich  are  Smallpox,  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  Diphtheria, 
iiScarlet  Fever,  Diarrhoea  and  Fever  (including  Typhoid,  Enteric 
land  Typhus). 

SnialEpox. — As  was  foreshadowed  last  year,  chiefl}^  owing  to 
Ithe  fact  tliat  at  no  time,  even  during  the  summer,  was  County 
Durham  clear  of  smalI})ox,  Darlington  v/as  sure  to  suffer.  We 
were  obliged  to  keep  the  Hospital  open  until  Se])tember,  since 
iwhen  it  has  l)cen  closed.  During  the  first  cpiarter  the  incidence 
Df  infection  in  County  Durham  was  so  heavy  that  all  available 
accommodation  v/as  severely  taxed,  eighty-five  cases  with  one 
death  were  isolated. 

In  every  instance  the  infected  house  was  visited  by  the  Medical 
Ofiicer  of  Ilealth,  and  strict  supervision  of  almost  cSOO  contacts 
was  carried  out  for  a period  of  16  days  after  the  isolation  of  cases. 

Under  the  Public  Health  (Smallpox  Prevention)  Regulations, 
1917,  53  primary  contacts  were  vaccinated  by  tlie  IMcdical  OlTiccr 
3f  Health.  These  immediate  vaccinations,  w'itiiout  doubt,  kept 
Ithe  epidemic  well  in  check.  It  is  still  surprising  to  me  w'hy 
certain  people  cannot  })e  convinced  of  the  ])rotective  value  (if 
vaccination  until  they  find  themselves  patients  in  the  Small])ox 
Hospital.  Pdvery  such  patient  left  the  Hos])ital  with  changed 
view's,  ^yhen  he  realized  the  immunity  cnjoyccl  by  doctors,  nurses 
ind  maids  on  the  staff. 

^ As  a precaution,  Chickenpox  has  been  notifiable  since  1923. 
MX  hundred  and  fifty-one  cases  were  visited  and  the  diagnosis 
confirmed  by  a member  of  the  Public  Health  staff.  Sanitary 
inspectors.  Health  Visitors,  School  Nurses,  School  Teachers,  and 
Mtendance  Officers  all  co-operated  in  bringing  to  the  attention  of 
^he  Medical  Officer  of  Health  suspicious  cases.  Publicity  w'as  given 
posters,  lectures  to  influential  bodies,  school  propaganda,  and 
■-he  Press,  which  afforded  excellent  opportunities  in  the  tracing  of 
^ontacts,  and  in  making  known  the  suspicious  sym])toms  of1:hc 
lisease. 


j 
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VAGGSNATION. 

By  reason  of  the  increasing  incidence  of  Smallpox  all  over 
England  and  the  possibility  that  the  coming  v/inter  will  see  its 
recrudescence,  I have  ascertained,  with  the  assistance  of  Mr. 
Tomlin,  the  Vaccination  Officer,  the  following  statistics  for  the 
past  six  years.  Darlington  is  a very  poorly  vaccinated  populatior 
as  far  as  its  children  are  concerned,  65  per  cent,  of  the  parents 
having  expressed  their  conscientious  objection. 


Vaceiitation  Statisties. 


1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927. 

Births  Registered  (im- 

corrccted  for  transfers) 

1518 

1461 

1423 

1318 

1319 

1167 

Successfully  Vaccinated 

263 

377 

314 

277 

301 

298 

Conscientious  Objectors 
Died  unvaceinated,  and 

1116 

954 

959 

929 

862 

?G1 

others  ..  . 

129 

130 

160 

112 

156 

113 

% Births  vaccinated  .... 

17% 

0/ 

/q 

09  0/ 

/o 

Ol  0/ 
/O 

23% 

25% 

Scarlet  Fever. — Of  the  326 

cases 

notified. 

, 316 

or  97% 

wer 

treated  in  the  Hospital.  There  was  one  death.  The  disease  wa  i 
the  usual  mild  form  which  has  been  so  prevalent  in  recent  years  | 
The  use  of  the  new  treatment  with  anti-scarlatinal  streptococca 
serum  in  the  earty  severe  cases  has  reduced  not  only  the  incidenc. 
of  the  many  complications,  but  also  the  duration  of  stay  in  Hos  ! 
pital  by  about  one  half.  The  apparent  expense  of  the  serum  i I 
therefore  more  than  balanced  by  the  reduction  in  mortality  an  i 
maintenance  costs.  Even  discharging  ears,  which  were  former!  i 
only  too  common  in  about  20%  of  the  cases,  were  not  found  i i 
any  of  these  cases,  whereas  mild  eases  who  had  had  no  snrum  ha  I 
an  incidence  of  discharging  ears  in  about  8%  of  the  numbeu  > 
thus  necessitating  a prolonged  convalescence  with  the  risk 
future  ear  trouble. 

The  chief  complications  noted  among  the  316  patients  were  : 
Otorrhoea  23  ; Endocarditis  5 ; Adenitis  7 . 

Diphtheria. — Of  the  157  notified  cases  152  were  treated  i . 
Hospital.  There  were  ten  deaths  in  Hospital,  and  one  at  hom«  ( 
The  disease  was  of  a more  severe  type  than  last  year  when  thei  ^ 
were  three  deaths.  The  operation  of  tracheotomy  was  performc  i 
in  three  instances  for  laryngeal  obstruction  as  a surgical  emergeiic;  i 

Diphtheria  anti-toxin  is  supplied  to  general  practitioners  fc  ; 
their  use  in  urgent  cases,  or  while  awaiting  the  result  of  bactciK 
lot^ical  examinations.  Twelve  doses  were  provided. 


The  Dick  and  Scliick  tests  for  susceptibility  to  Scarlet  Fever 
>1  and  Diphtheria  respectively  were  not  brought  into  use,  though  in 
S the  event  of  increased  virulence  or  incidence  of  either  of  these 
uiiseases  I would  strongly  recommend  their  a])plication,  with  the 
jsubsequent  immunization  of  those  persons  who  were  found  to  be 
; susceptible. 


IVleasles  and  German  fVEeasies.— These  diseases  exhibit  a 
peculiarly  regular  wave  of  periodicity  in  alternate  years,  with  a 
larger  wave  super-imposed  about  once  in  every  seven  years. 
Last  year  Darlington  was  comparatively  clear,  with  only  161 
notified  cases  with  two  deaths,  while  in  1027,  1925  and  1928  severe 
iepidemics  were  experienced.  Each  case  is  visited  and  supervised 
by  one  of  oui  Health  Visitors.  Only  the  first  case  occurring  in  a 
household  v ithin  two  months  is  notified.  Five  cases  were  treated 
in  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Enteric  Fever.  lour  cases  were  notifi(‘d  and  three  were 
removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  The  other  ctase  which  was 
fatal  had  been  nursed  at  home  as  he  was  too  ill  for  removal. 


Fiieumonia.— Of  the  mo  cases  of  primary  and  influenzal 
^eumonia  notified  15  severe  cases  were  admitted  to  the  FcA'cr 
Hospital  from  homes  which  were  considered  unsuitable  for  iironer 
nursing  Three  of  these  fifteen  cases  died,  a mortality  of  20  i)cr 

cent.,  while  of  the  125  cases  nursed  at  home  19  died,  a mortality  of 
63  /q 

Influenza  was  jirevalent  during  the  S])ring  and  \Vinter,  but 
did  not  reach  epidemic  proportions. 


Whooping  Cough.— Thirty-eight  cases  were  notified  and  one 
death  occurred,  compared  with  seven  in  1927.  The  notification 
Of  this  disease  serves  to  impress  on  the  jiublic  the  seriousness  of 
le  complications  involved,  and  should  in  future  lead  to  reduction 

mortality  Horn  what  is  too  often  considered  a tri\'ial  ailment 
from  which  all  children  must  suffer.  ‘ninicnt 

The  Queen’s  Nurses  paid  four  visits  to  one  case  with 
pneumonia.  ^ 


Pyrexia.-Four  cases  of  Puer- 
i'wn  /Ii^  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  notified. 

of  the  cases  of  Ihierperal  Fever  and  two  of  Pucriieral 
yrexia  were  removed  to  the  Fever  Hospital  where  a snceial  ward 
been  set  asiy  There  were  no  deaths  fro.u  these  diseases  i,l 

Hospital,  but  three  deaths  were  attributed  to  pucriieral 
infection  among  patients  treated  at  home.  ^ ncipeiai 
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On  the  18th  October,  1927  the  Minister  of  Health  approved  oj 
the  following  scheme  for  the  nursing  of  Puerperal  Fever  anc 
Puerperal  P^u^exia  : — 

(a)  Home  nursing  the  Darlington  Queen’s  Nurses 

Association  at  a fee  of  1/-  per  visit. 

(b)  Arrangeuients  with  the  University  of  Durham  College  o 

Medicine,  Nev/castle-upon-Tyne,  for  bacteriologiea  , 
examinations  at  10s.  6d.  each.  ' 

(c)  Consultations  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  a 

required  by  the  general  practioners. 

{d)  The  admission  of  patients  to  tlie  Fever  Hospital  at  a fe,  > 
of  10s.  Od.  per  day,  chargeable  to  the  Maternity  an(  i 
Child  Welfare  account.  ' 

{e)  Tlie  provision  of  the  services  of  a Surgeon  Specialist  fo 
operative  assistance  where  found  necessary  at 

suitable  fee.  i 

Two  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  were  received  into  the  Boroug  [ 
Isolation  Hospital  for  a total  of  38  in-patient  days  and  two  case 
of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  for  a total  of  66  in-patient  days. 

V 

One  case  of  Puerperal  Fever  was  treated  in  the  Feethai  1 
Infirmary. 

Under  their  Agreement  with  the  Health  Committee  th  : 
Queen’s  Nurses’  Association  paid  16  visits  to  two  cases  of  Puerpen  i 
Fever  and  131  visits  to  7 cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  nursed  at  hom  > 


Opiltiiaisilla  — Fifteen  cases  were  notified,  and  i i 

one  case  the  sight  of  one  eye  was  impaired.  Two  cots  are  reserve  i 
at  the  General  Hospital  for  the  treatment  of  these  cases  at  £3  3s.  0(  , 
per  week,  chargeable  to  the  Corporation  while  in  use.  During  t j 
vear  five  children  received  in-patient  treatment  for  61  days  at  tt,^: 
General  Hospital,  one  case  was  treated  in  the  Feetham  Infirmar,  | 
and  nine  were  treated  at  home. 

The  Queen’s  Nurses  paid  79  visits  for  home  treatment. 

Special  instruction  in  prophylaxis  was  given  to  the  midwiv.  i 
in  the  use  of  silver  nitrate  solution  in  the  eyes  of  the  new  oi 
child.  The  severe  case  in  which  blindness  of  one  eye  resu  ei  . 
did  not  occur  in  the  practice  of  a midwife. 


PeiHUHsfflSS  — This  is  an  intensely  infectious  sk 

condition  in  the  new-born  child.  The  Queen  s Nui'ses,  pa 
twelve  visits  to  two  cases  during  the  year.  The  outbreak  vi 

promptly  checked. 
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I Diarrhoea  Under  2 years  of  age. — This  disease,  attributable 
[uually  to  dirty  feeding  bottles  or  infected  milk,  particularly 
iring  hot  weather,  accounted  for  three  deaths,  representing  a 
1 ath-rate  of  about  one-third  that  for  Englantl  and  Wales.  It 
' a tribute  to  the  commonscnse  of  Darlington  mothers  that  this 
,ure  is  so  low. 

: No  cases  of  Acute  Anterior-Poliomyelitis,  Percbro-S])inal 
; ver,  Acute  Polio-Encephalitis,  Malaria,  Dysentery,  or  Rabies 
‘re  notified. 

» 

I Encephalitis  Lethargica. — This  distressing  disease  was  rc- 
' oiisible  for  only  one  notification.  This  case  showed  some  evi- 
. nee  of  sup])urative  meningitis  as  a complication,  and  died  this 
ar. 


Anthrax. — A case  of  suspected  Anthrax  occurred  in  a slaughter- 
in  employed  locally.  Isolation  and  treatment  at  the  General 
t ispital  ])revented  any  further  s])rcad.  The  source  of  the  in- 
(ction  was  never  definitely  ascertained. 

i Prevention  and  Treatment  of  Blindness. -The  Darlington 
I edety  for  the  Rlind  acting  under  the  Committee  for  the  Welfare 
t Afflicted  persons  supervises  the  welfare  of  aiiproximately 
< 0 blind  persons  in  the  Borough. 


Sl'iCTION 


V. 


iSEPJERAL  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Summary  for  Reference, 
crofessional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

^ (a)  The  Queen’s  Nurses’  Association  receive  a grant  from  the 

] C-'ouncil — for  home  nursing  in  which  S nurses  are 

employed. 

^ (y  Midwives- -25  m practice,  not  subsidized. 
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Hospitals. 

{a)  Borough  Fever  Hospital  for  Infectious  Cases.  105  bed  ' 

{b)  Smallpox  Hospital.  50  beds.  * 

(c)  Tuberculosis.  No  Hospital  is  provided  by  the  Authori 
but  the  Durham  County  Council  make  arrangemeri 
for  the  admission  of  Borough  cases  to  their  om 
Sanatoria,  to  the  General  Hospital,  Darlington,  ar  1 
Feetham  Poor  Law  Institution,  where  there  are  ' 
beds  and  3 shelters. 

{d)  Maternity  Ward,  General  Hospital,  Darlington.  12  bee 

{e)  Children.  Ward  at  General  Hospital.  25  beds. 

Feetham  Poor  Law  Institution.  40  beds. 

General  medical  and  surgical  cases  are  received  in  four  lar  ' 
Private  Nursing  Homes,  the  General  Hospital  with  119  bee 
and  Feetham  Poor  Law  Institution  with  174  beds,  both  of  t 
latter  inclueling  beds  for  ehildren. 

Institutional  provision  for  unmarried  mothers  and  illegitima 
infants  and  homeless  children  is  afforded  only  by  the  Poor  Le  [ 
Guardians  in  their  Institution  and  Cottage  Homes. 

Ambulance  Facilities. — Infectious  cases  are  removed  j 
Hospital  in  the  Motor  Ambulance  belonging  to  the  Authori  i, 
and  kept  at  the  Fever  Hospital.  Non-infectious  and  accide  ; 
cases  are  dealt  with  by  two  Motor  Ambulances  kept  at  the  Fi  ! 
Station  and  driven  by  members  of  the  Fire  Brigade.  They  £ 
available  for  calls  within  15  miles  of  the  town. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. — See  under  various  headings.  ! 

Day  Nurseries. — The  Dent  Memorial  Nursery  Day  School  h 
accommodation  for  about  60  children  of  the  pre-school  age.  T1 
school  is  visited  weekly  by  the  Assistant  School  Medical  OlfiCi^ 
and  any  necessary  treatment  is  carried  out  by  the  School  St;r 
or  at  the  School  Clinic. 

Schocl  Clinic. — The  School  Clinic  at  43  Nort ligate  has  provid 
more  suitable  accommodation  for  the  growing  demands  of  t 
services  provided.  The  building  is  modernly  equipped  with 
treatment  centre,  consultation  rooms,  dental  department,  e 
department  and  an  X-ray  apparatus  for  the  treatment  of  rir 

The  staff  includes  two  Assistant  School  Medical  Olhce 
one  of  whom  attends  every  afternoon  for  consultations,  one  li 
time  Dentist,  a part-time  Ophthalmic  Specialist,  three  scln 
Nurses,  and  three  Clerks. 
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r Tuberculosis  Dispensary. — Fecthnus  House.  The  Tuberculosis 
pticer  and  a Nurse  attend  the  Dispensary  Tuesdays  and  Fridays 
consultations.  The  scheme  is  administered  by  Durham 
Linty  Council.  See  also  under  Tuberculosis. 

i 

, Venereal  Diseases.  Diagnosis  and  Treatment  Clinicts  are 
Id  ab'the  General  lIos])ita!,  Darlington,  by  tlie  N’enereal  Diseases 
jdical  Officer  : — 

Mondays,  2 5 }>.m.,  Avomen  and  children. 

I Tuesdays,  10-0  a.m.,  2 — 5 p.m.,  Avomen  ; 6 — S ]A.m.,  men. 

, Fridays,  2 — 5 p.m.,  Avomcn  ; 0 — <S  ]).m.,  men. 

The  irrigation  room  is  open  CA'ery  day  for  intermediate 
atment,  Avhieh  is  superA'ised  by  a full  time  orderly. 


THE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  HOSPITALS. 


The  Horough  FcA^er  Hos])ital  situated  in  Hundens  Lane 
the  eastern  side  of  the  town  is  a well-built  brick  building, 
h the  addition  of  a substantial  teni])orary  Aving.  It  is  l)uilt 
the  enclosed  corridor  ])lan,  Avith  excellent  o])portunities  for 
‘ isolation  of  different  diseases  in  four  Avings,  with  tAvo  large 
rds  and  scAX^al  small  AA'ards  in  each  Aving.  'J’he  administrati\  e 
ck  Avith  kitchens  and  staff  dining  room  is  centrally  situated, 
ing  cas}^  access  to  all  the  Avards.  ScA'cral  structural  im])roA'e- 
nts  haAX'  been  made,  leading  to  economy  in  scrA’iee. 

! Calculating  at  the  rate  of  2, ()()()  cubic  feet  ])er  l)ed,  the  Ilos])ital 
nild  contain  105  beds.  The  diseases  treated  arc  ])rinei])ally 
urlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Typhoid  Fever,  Acute  Fnee])halitis 
jthargiea,  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis,  Fneumonin.  and  such 
-ler  diseases  of  an  infectious  nature  Avhieh  the  Medical  Officer 
i Health,  who  is  also  the  Medical  Su])erintendent,  considers  of 
^ ious  import. 

1 The  Hospital  has  l)een  recognised  by  the  (ieneral  Nursing 
i-incil  and  the  Ministry  of  Health  as  a Training  School  for 
obationer  Nurses  desiring  to  obtain  the  Fever  Nurses’  Cc'rtilieate 


State  Registration.  It  is  (piite  evident  that  great  difficulty 
Lild  have  been  experienced  in  linding  Probationer  Nurses, 
-ereas  now  numerous  api)lieations  for  o])])ortunities  of  trainimv 
- being  received.  Had  the  claim  for  recognition  not  been 
!cessfui  Ave  Avould  haAX  been  obliged  to  employ  an  all-trained 
, I’sing  Staff.  Forty-one  lectures  Avere  given  (in ring  the  year 
• preparation  for  examinations. 

^ The  staff  consists  of  Matron,  four  Sisters,  nine  Staff  Nurses 
i Probationers,  Avith  a domestic  staff  of  ^Maids  as  recpiircd. 
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A Laundry,  Steam  Disinfector  and  Motor  Ambulance  are  prc 
vided  on  the  premises. 

The  equipment  was  supplemented  by  the  installation  of 
Jesionek  Artihcial  Sunlight  Mercury  Vapour  Lamp  for  use  chief] 
on  convalescent  debilitated  scarlet  fever  patients.  The  usuf 
full  treatment  consists  of  at  least  five  doses  given  at  the  rate  c 
two  per  week,  starting  with  a complete  bodily  exposure  of  tw 
minutes  and  finishing  with  the  patient  developing  a slight  bronzin 
with  80  minutes  duration.  Over  100  cases  received  a full  cours 
of  the  treatment  with  nothing  but  excellent  results  which  wei 
highly  commented  upon  by  the  grateful  parents.  One  ou1 
standing  feature  was  the  general  feeling  of  high  spirits  among;, 
the  patients  whilst  undergoing  the  course,  and  often  a refractoi 
troublesome  child  underwent  a perfect  transformation  as  a resul  j 
It  has  been  an  excellent  investment  not  only  in  reducing  the  iisui 
period  of  convalescence  and  the  severity  of  complications  even  ( 
mild  scarlet  fever  but  also  in  turning  out  contented  patients  f 
more  contented  parents. 


Summary  of  the  Work. 


General  Infectious  Diseases. 

Smallpox. 

Patient 

Patient 

Cases.  Days. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Days  Deal 

Borough 

497  19,350 

15 

87 

1,771 

Others 

143  6,030 

O 

1 

13 

Total 

640  25,380 

17 

88 

1,784 

Average 

staff  during  year 

: — Nursing 

17 

Domestic  ....  19 


A total  of  342  days  of  illness  of  staff  was  chiefly  made  up  1 | 
a burning  accident  which  befel  one  of  the  nurses  through  li  | 

own  carelessness.  i 

In  May  1928  the  Ministrv  of  Health  approved  arrangemen,^i 
made  by  the  Local  Authority  to  treat  in  the  Borough  Isolatic  i 
Hospital  cases  of  Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis,  Pneumonia  ai 
complicated  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  and  Measles  in  childn  ^ 
under  5 years  of  age,  at  a charge  of  8/-  per  day  to  the  Mateinit)  ai 
Child  Welfare  account.  During  1928  the  following  eases  we  • 
nursed  under  this  arrangement  — No.  of  > 

Cases  In-patiei  : 

days.  / 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis  (Children  under  5)  ~ ^ i 

Pneumonia  (Children  under  5) - ^ 

Whooping  Cough  (under  5 years  of  age)  .... 

Measles  (under  5 3^ears  of  age)  ....  f 


m 
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The  following  Authorities  have  agreements  for  the  use  of  our 
(^.elation  Hospitals  : — 

■ Darlington  Rural  District  Council. 

Durham  County  Council  in  respect  of  inmates  of  Dinsdale 
Park  School. 

Richmond  Rural  District  Council. 

Richmond  Barracks  and  Catterick  Camp. 

Richmond  Borough  Corporation. 

Croft  Rural  District  Council. 

Aysgarth  Rural  District  (buncil. 

Ley  burn  Rural  District  Council. 

Royal  Air  Force  in  respect’of  Catterick  Camp. 

Dai'lington  Queen’s  Nurses’  Association.— Home  nursing  is 
rovided  by  the  Queen’s  Nurses’  Association,  who  are  sup]:)orted 
voluntary  subscri])tions  and  by  contributions  from  the  Durham 
ipunty  Council  and  County  l^iorough  Councils  and  Friendly 
6)cieties.  By  agreement  with  the  Borough  Council  they  under- 
f ke  the  home  nursing  of  expectant  mothers,  maternity  cases,  case 
Pueri)eral  infection.  Measles,  Whooping  Couglp  Epidemic 
liarrhoeaand  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  at  a retaining  fee  of  £l(), 
) us  Is.  4d.  a visit,  with  a minimum  total  of  i:U)  ])er  aimum.  This 
iS  a revised  arrangement  suggested  by  tlie  Ministry  of  Health, 
id  took  effect  in  September  1928,  in  substitution  for  the  linancial 


f rangements  then  in  force. 

[ In  Sej)tcmber  ]92(),  the  Council  agreed  in  connection  with 
eir  joint  scheme  with  the  Durham  County  Council  for  the  treat- 
J ent  of  rubcrculosis,  to  })ay  the  sum  of  ten-])ence  ])cr  A’isit  for 
Siberculous  eases  with  o})cn  wounds  nursed  at  home  at  the  recpiest 
li  the  Tuberculosis  Medical  Ollicer. 

Midwifery  cases  are  undertaken,  but  only  at  the  cxj)ense 
! the  Local  Authority  in  so  far  as  com])lieations  lead  to  ad- 
tional  attendances. 


' General  Hospital,  Darlington. — This  is  almost  purely  a 
irgical  Hospital  at  present,  as  the  accommodation  is  not  sulhcient 
r all  the  medical  and  surgical  needs  of  the  town.  A new  Hospital 
-under  construction  on  a neighbouring  site  of  17  acres. 

Ihe  increasing  demands  made  on  the  accommodation  are 
vealed  by  the  figures  for  the  j)ast  (dght  years  : — 


1921 

1922 
192M 
1924 
192,5 

1926 

1927 

1928 


In-patients  Out-patients’  attendances 


1,986  ...  40,1<21 

1,346  ....  43,027 

1,519  ....  46A.34 

1,56,3  ....  45,638 

1,600  ....  46,428 

1,746  ....  48,679 

2,155  ....  51,575 

2,290  ■ ....  59,262 
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SECTION  VI. 


GHEiVliCAL  A^O  BAGTERiOLOGIGAL  WORK. 


Chcmiccil  cxaiTLiiicition  of  wat6r  supplies,  luilk  sampL 
food  and  drugs  are  carried  out  by  agreement  with  Mr.  Cy 
.T.  H.  Stock,  appointed  as  part-time  Analyst,  who  has  kindly  writt 

the  following  report 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  BOROUGH  ANALYST 


1.  During  the  year  ended  the  31st  December,  1928,  . 
samples  of  Food  have  been  submitted  for  analysis  and  report  urn 
the  provisions  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  and  the  \aii( 
Regulations  which  the  Minister  of  Health  is  empowered  to  mt 

from  time  to  time.  , ^ 

2.  I have  certified  207  samples  to  be  of  genuine  quality,  a 

28  samples  to  be  adulterated  or  below  standard,  while  6 samp 
of  Milk,  taken  in  course  of  delivery  as  reference  samples,  am 
samples  of  Milk,  taken  on  appeal  to  the  cow,  have  also 

reported  upon.  i .i  + 

3.  Excluding  reference  and  appeal  samples,  the  percent 

of  adulteration  for  the  year  was  11*91. 

4 Milk  samples  to  the  number  of  114  were  taken  in 
ordinary  course  of  inspection  under  the  above  mentioned  A 
and  24  of  these  were  found  to  be  below  standard,  giving  a hgun 
21.05  for  the  percentage  of  adulteration  for  Milk  for  the  pei 
under  review.  In  this  figure  are  included  all  samples  eiti, 
adulterated  or  below  standard,  but  reference  and  appeal  sani] 

are  not  included.  , i n • . • v 

Of  the  24  samples  reported  against,  3 were  dehcie^nt  in  rs 

fatty  Solids  and  in  Fat,  4 were  deficient  in  Non-fatty  Solids  oi 

and  17  were  deficient  in  Fat. 

5 The  commodities  other  than  Milk  which  were  sanq 

comprised  Butter,  Margarine,  Lard,  Breadmeal  pour,  Oatm  ^ 
Coffee,  Cocoa,  Jam,  Dried  Fruits,  Tinned  Fruit,  Sausage,  p 

With  the  exception  of  4 samples  submitted  as  “ Butter,  * 
which  proved  to  consist  entirely  of  Margarine,  no  excep 
could  be  taken  to  any  of  these  articles. 
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Owing  to  a complaint  that  IVIerciiry  had  been  found  in  a tin  of 
eaehes,  (actually  an  opened  tin  eontaining  some  Peaehes  was 
t rought  to  the  Health  Ofiiee  where  Mercury  was  found  in  the  tin) 

1 1 unopened  tin  was  purehased  but  no  evidenee  could  be  found 
fi'  the  presence  of  Mereury  in  this  tin,  so  that  the  Mereury  which 
ad  found  an  entry  into  the  first  tin  had  done  so,  no  doubt,  by 
3‘)me  aceidental  means. 

6.  All  samples  whieh  experienee  has  shown  to  be  likely  to 
dmtain  preservatives  were  examined  for  such  additions,  but  no 
[lintravention  of  the  Public  Health  (Preservatives,  ete.,  in  Food) 
j egulations  was  detected. 

' Only  7 samples  were  found  to  eontain  preservative  but  in  eaeh 
Hse  the  ])reservative  was  the  appropriate  ]n’eservative  permitted 
i;v  the  Regulations  and  in  no  instanee  did  the  amount  exeeed  the 
flowed  maximum. 

P 7.  The  question  of  the  quality  of  Milk  continues  to  be  one  of 
hreat  difficulty  and  the  number  of  sam])les  which  fell  below  the 
jfVandards  of  the  Sale  of  Milk  Regulations,  1001,  is  undoubtedly 
jf)o  high,  especially  when  the  general  average  composition  of  the 
limuine  samples  is  taken  into  account  ; the  average  for  these 
limples  showed  : — 

\ Non-fattv  Solids  ....  ....  ....  <S.G1% 

i Fat  3.77% 


^ In  view  of  these  figures  it  is  difficult  to  understand  why  so 
^lany  samples,  produced  in  tlie  same  district  and,  so  far  as  can  be 
Ridged,  under  the  same  conditions,  were  of  such  poor  quality 
f nd  especially  when  most  of  the  reference  and  appeal  sam])les  were 
i f satisfactory  quality. 

It  is  imjiortant  that  the  systematic  supervision  of  the  milk 
|ipply  of  the  town  should  lie  ke])t  in  mind. 

■ (Signed)  C.  .1.  H.  STOCK,  Roroiigh  Analyst. 

Racteriological  work  is  carried  out  for  the  Venereal  Diseases 
s>epartment  by  the  Medical  Olfiecr,  Dr.  Ferguson,  and  at  the 
! rmstrong  College  Laboratory.  Tlie  examination  of  s])utum  and 
i)e  bacteriological  work  carried  out  in  connection  with  infectious 
diseases  generally  are  also  undertaken  at  the  Armstrong  C-ollege 
aboratory,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 


Results 

No.  of  S2)ocimens  Positive  Negative 
150  ....  33  117 

152  ....  47  105 

11  ....  3 8 

250  ....  — — 

In  addition  307  specimens  were  examined  at  the  Venereal 
diseases  Clinic, 


Tuberculosis 
Diphtheria  .... 
Enteric  Fever 
Venereal  Diseases 


I 
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SECTION  VII. 


FOBLIC  l^iEALTH  EOUGATiOi, 


Formal  public  health  education  is  the  latest  departmenh 
activity,  and  its  conduct  has  received  State  endorsement  in  tl 
Public  Health  Act  of  1925,  which  empowers  Local  Authorities  t 
arrange  for  publication  of  information  on  questions  relating  i 
health  or  disease,  and  for  the  delivery  of  lectures  and  display  i 
pictures.  Such  public  health  instruction  can  be  given  individual] 
or  en  masse.  The  Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses  have  bee 
assiduous  in  making  use  of  the  opportunities  afforded  whe 
visiting  in  the  homes,  of  imparting  information  on  the  particulj 
problem  of  the  moment,  whether  it  be  the  feeding  of  the  infan 
its  clothing,  its  nursing  in  minor  infectious  disease,  the  saf 
guarding  of  the  family  from  infection  with  tuberculosis,  or  tl 
guidance  of  the  mother  on  her  own  health  during  pregnancy. 


Addresses  on  health  topics  were  delivered  by  the  Medic 
Officer  of  Health  at  a number  of  ordinary  meetings  of  varioi 
social,  religious  and  educational  organizations. 

The  local  Press  has  alv/ays  afforded  valuable  assistance  I 
reporting  addresses  and  accepting  articles  on  current  heat 
subjects,  particularly  in  urging  the  necessity  of  immediate  pr 
ventive  actions  in  our  many  little  outbursts  of  Smallpox. 


Concentrated  propaganda  was  presented  in  a Health  We<,, 
during  November.  i; 

The  Campaign  proved  a complete  success  and  much  exceedf 
my  expectations  in  the  public  interest  which  was  aroused.  T 
response  to  my  request  for  co-operation  in  the  Health  We'- 
Movement  was  most  gratifying  and  the  Cinemas  and  Press 
greatly  helped  in  seeking  to  reach  as  many  homes  as  possible, 
look  forward  to  a much  improved  “ Health  Conscience  in  t, 
town  as  a result  of  this  intensive  week’s  work. 


In  addition  to  many  others  who  have  willingly  lent  tht 
support,  I mention  particularly  the  following  — 

The  Press,  Cinema  Proprietors  (especially  those  of  the  Enipi 
and  Scala),  Clergy, Adult  Schools,  Sunday  Schools,  School  Teache 


the  various  Corporation  Departments,  Works,  Sho])s  and  other 
places  of  business  in  the  town,  the  wScouts,  tlie  Girl  Guides,  the 
•St.  John’s  Ambulance  Association  (Women’s  Section),  the  Health 
and  Cleanliness  Council,  the  National  Baby  Week  Council,  the 
Health  Week  Committee  appointed  by  the  Royal  Sanitary  Insti- 
tute, and  the  Dental  Board  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

' The  films,  lantern  slides,  with  much  of  the  literature,  were 
obtained  from  the  Health  and  Cleanliness  Council,  the  National 
Haby  Week  Council,  the  Dental  Board  of  the  United  Kindgom, 
and  Hie  Health  Week  Committee  appointed  by  the  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute. 

The  following  is  a brief  account  of  what  was  done  : — 

PUBLiCSTY.— 

Handbills. — 5 ,000  were  ])rinted  with  details  of  the  programme. 
These  were  distributed  by  the  Health  Visitors,  School  Medical 
Service,  School  Teachers,  and  Cinema  Pro])rietors. 

Posters.  - 500  were  jirinted.  Dis])layed  on  public  hoardings,  and 
by  kind  permission  of  those  in  authority  displayed  on  notice 
boards  at  Works,  Shops  and  other  ])laces  of  liusiness  in  the 
town.  Clubs,  Libraries,  Hotels,  Corporation  De])artments, 
Halls,  Cinemas,  Maternity  C’cntres,  Schools,  etc. 

'Press. — Special  articles  and  leaders  by  your  Medical  Olliccr  of 
Health  and  the  Editors  were  inserted,  with  advertisments 
compiled  by  the  Gas  Works  Manager,  the  Borough  Surveyor, 
and  various  local  tradesmen.  The  “ Northern  Echo  ” 
jiublished  a Special  Health  Page  on  Saturda}^  Jrd  November, 
to  introduce  Health  Week.  Wide  publicity  was  given  of 
the  Reports  of  the  Cinema  Shows,  Lectures,  etc. 

Sunday  Programme,  4ih  November. 

Special  Services  were  held  in  all  Churches,  ('ha])cls,  Sunday 
Schools,  etc. 

An  address  was  given  by  Dr.  Isobcl  C.  Brown  (Assistant 
School  Medical  Olficer)  at  the  Sunday  School  Meeting  at  the 
Victoria  Road  United  Methodist  Church. 

Special  Sermons  were  ])reached  at  the  Parish  Church  in  the 
niorning  by  the  Rev.  R.  Richardson,  the  lessons  being  read  by  your 
Medical  Olficer  of  Health,  and  in  tlie  evening  by  the  Vicar,  Rev. 
R.  E.  Drury,  the  lessons  being  read  by  Dr.  W.  W.  Eorsyth,  Hon. 
Secretary  of  the  Local  Branch  of  the  British  Medical  Association. 

I'rom  information  I have  received  there  has  been  a very 
generous  response  by  all  the  Clergy  and  Laymen  to  my  a})pcal 
for  their  support  on  that  day. 
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Gines^a  Shows. — Through  the  willing  co-operation  of  the 
Managers  of  several  Picture  Theatres  in  the  town,  the  films  : — 

“ A Brush  with  the  Enemy  ” 

“ Don’t  wait  till  it  hurts  ” 

“ Your  Mouth  ” 

“ Tommy  Tucker’s  Tooth  ” 

“ Care  of  the  Teeth  ” 

“ The  Leaflet  ” 


Dental  Films. 


“ A Place  in  the  Sun  ” 

‘‘  Motherhood  ” 

“ The  Work  of  an  Infant  Welfare 
Centre  ” 

“ Who  was  to  Blame  ” 

“ Our  Children  ” 

“ Empire  Builders  ” 

“ Almost  a Tragedy  ” 

“ Giro  the  Germ  ” 


\ 

\ 

I Maternity  and 
' Child  Welfare 
^ Films. 

/ 

) Health  and 
\ Cleanliness  Films. 


“ Central  Association  for  Mental  Welfare  ” Film 
were  shown  at  the  Empire,  Scala,  Alhambra,  Court,  Central  Hall, 
and  the  Assembly  Hall  Picture  Houses  during  the  week.  I 
estimate  that  fully  30,000  people  witnessed  the  exhibition  of  one 
or  more  of  these  &ms  during  the  week  at  the  special  matinees  or 
ordinary  performances. 

Special  film  shewings  were  held  on  Tuesday,  Wednesday, 
Friday  and  Saturday,  in  addition  to  the  special  shewings  at  i 
ordinary  afternoon  and  evening  performances. 


Date  of 

Picture 

Shewing. 

Theatre. 

Tuesday, 
Gth  Nov. 

“ Empire.’ 

Wed., 

7th  Nov. 

“ Scala.” 

Friday, 
9th  Nov. 

“ Empire.’' 

Saturday, 
10th  Nov. 

“ Scala.” 

To  whom  Film  Shewn. 

For  Senior  School  girls 
under  supervision  of 
Teachers,  and  Mothers 
by  Ticket. 

For  Adults  only.  (By 
Ticket) 

For  Senior  School  boys 
and  girls,  (under  super- 
vision of  teachers). 

For  Scholars  of  Rise 
Carr,  Harrowgate  Hill, 
North  Road  Schools, 
and  the  General  Public. 


Chairman.  Attendance,  i 

The  Mayor,  350  Mothers.  ; 

(Conn.  S.  Hard-  700  Girls  over  : 
wick,  J.P.)  14  years  oi  . 

age. 

Coun.  A.J.  Best.  700  ' 

The  Mayor,  1,300 

(Coun.  J.  F.  J. 

Smith). 

Coun  Chandler.  700 


The  Students  from  the  Training  College,  as  well  as  the  I 
Elementary  Schools  attended  these  shewings. 

Explanatory  and  introductory  addresses  were  given  by  tlu  r 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  the  Chairman,  at  these  shewings  c 


I 
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Lectures. — A Lecture  organized  by  the  Education  Committee 
of  the  Darlington  Co-operative  Society  was  held  on  Wednesday, 
Tth  November,  at  7-30  p.m.  in  the  Temperance  Hall,  under  the 
I Chairmanship  of  Councillor  A.  J.  Best.  The  INIedical  Oflicer  of 
Health  took  as  his  subject  “Danger  Signals  on  the  Pathway  of 
')  Health.”  The  audience  numbered  approximately  300.  A eollee- 
‘tion  was  taken  on  behalf  of  the  General  Hos])ital. 

Educational  Facilities. — Through  the  eo-o])eration  of  the 
Education  Committee  and  in  order  tliat  the  ])ublie  should  have  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  what  was  being  done  to  fit  the  children  to 
■ receive  the  full  benefit  from  all  the  many  educational  facilities 
I pro\'ided,  the  following  were  o])en  for  inspection  during  the  week: — 

The  School  Clinic. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres. 

Alderman  Leach  Council  School,  Coekerton. 

The  New  Roman  Catholic  School,  Coekerton. 

The  Barnard  School,  Larehfield  Street. 

Eairheld  Nursery  School,  Woodland  Hoad, 

The  subject  of  Health  was  kej^t  to  the  forefront  in  all  the 
I Schools  during  the  week,  the  Handbook  for  Teachers,  ])re])ared 
by  Sir  George  Newman,  Chief  Medical  Ollieer  of  the  Board  of 
h Education  being  used  as  the  basis  of  the  lessons. 

Literature. — About  r)(),0()()  copies  of  booklets,  leaflets,  etc., 
S'  dealing  with  the  following  subjects  were  obtained  and  distributed — 

“ What  is  Health  Week.” 

“ The  Whys  and  Hows  of  Diet.” 

“ l^reeautions  to  be  taken  in  Infectious  Diseases  and  other 
Ailments.” 

“ Fly  Perils.” 

“ Hints  for  the  Busy  Housewife.” 

“ Fairy  tale  for  Children.” 

“ Health  Talks  to  Children.” 

“ ('are  of  the  Teeth.” 

“ Why  the  Clergy  Should  Hel]).” 

“ Keys  of  Health.” 

“ Health  Hints  for  Mothers.” 

“ Health  Hints  for  Mothers  of  Sons  or  Daughters.” 

“ Our  Cleanliness  seen  bv  Overseas  Guests.” 

The  literature  was  distributed  by  the  Health  Visitors  and 
i others  at  the  conclusion  of  the  Cinema  Shewings.  The  Scout’s 
j Key  of  Health,  the  Cub’s  Key  of  Health,  the  (Tiiide’s  Key,  were 
1 sent  for  distribution  to  the  Scout  Masters  and  the  Girl  Chiides,  and 
► the  copies  of  the  Scholar’s  Key  of  Health  were  distributed  by 
• the  Education  Authorities  around  all  the  Schools,  each  scholar 
' being  supplied  with  a copy. 


I 
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In  addition  Transparent  Notices 

“ Where  there’s  Dirt  there’s  Danger.” 
were  posted  in  the  Corporation  Trolley  Buses  and  in  other  private 
buses,  and  through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Coverdale,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Darlington  Chamber  of  Trade,  who  undertook  the  distribu- 
tion, copies  of  this  notice  and  another  suitable  leaflet  were  handed 
to  Managers  of  places  of  business  in  the  town  for  display  in  their 
windows. 

Appropriate  posters  of  various  sizes,  were  displayed  at  the 
Maternity  Centres,  School  Clinic,  Health  Oflice,  Borough  Accoun- 
tant’s Oflice,  and  other  suitable  places,  bearing  upon  health 
questions. 

In  December,  the  exhibition  of  the  Social  Hygiene  film 
“ The  Dangers  of  Ignorance  ” drew  crowded  houses  at  each  of 
which  your  Medical  Ofltcer  gave  a short  address  during  the  week. 
By  the  courtesy  of  the  Health  and  Cleanliness  Council,  literature 
was  distributed  and  special  films  were  shown  in  the  schools  and 
on  the  streets  by  means  of  their  travelling  cinemotor  outfit. 


SE(  TION  VIII. 


fVlEOiOAL  EXAi^l^ATiO!^ 

OF  OOUPORATiO^^  ESVIPLOYEES. 

Medical  examinations  of  members  of  the  staff  and  of  applicants: 
for  posts  in  the  following  Corporation  Departments  were  made 
during  the  year  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  : — 

Tramways  and  Transport  Department 
Electricity  Department 
Education  Department 
Borough  Accountant’s  Department 
Health  Department 
Town  Clerk’s  Department  .... 

Borough  Fever  Hospitals  .... 

Borough  Surveyor’s  Department 
Fire  Brigade  Department  .... 

Cemeteries  Department 
Gas  Works  Department 
Public  Librarv 


44 

2 

18 

5 
3 

3 

6 
31 

4 
4 
3 
1 


Total 


124 


20 


1 


' SECTION  IX. 

i 

i 


[VIATERS^ITY  AND  CHSLD  WELFARE. 

CLINICAL  WORK. 

I 

The  Clinical  side  of  the  work  has  been  coiitinned  as  in  ])revious 
j^^ears  by  Dr.  Constance  Robertson  in  a most  capable  manner, 
ftiriiough  a part-time  general  ])ractitioner  in  the  serviee,  her  skill  and 
|li3nthusiasm  are  given  wholeheartedly  as  Medical  Olhcer  at  the 
Ijlinics  and  as  Inspector  of  Midwives  with  excellent  results  as  onr 

'es  shov/  in  reduction  of  infantile  mortality,  and  in  increased 
appreciation  of  the  mothers  as  revealed  by  attendances. 

R/ISdwives’  Acts,  1902-1918.— The  number  of  MidAvives  j)rac- 
):ising  in  Darlington  during  1928  AA'as  21  of  whom  22  were  fully 
,:raincd,  including  the  Sister-in-Charge  of  the  Maternity  ^Vard  at 
5:he  General  Hospital.  These  Midwives  are  ins])cctcd  ])eriodically 
py  Dr.  Constance  Robertson,  who  made  258  \ isits  ; of  these  218 
ri^ere  routine  visits,  0 Avere  on  account  of  cases  of  ()])hthalmia 
t’S^eonatorum,  25  for  the  death  of  the  child,  8 for  pucr})cral  infection 
J iiid  8 for  other  reasons. 

During  the  year  MidAvives  attended  715  l)irths  alone,  and 
'^89  under  the  su})erintendencc  of  medical  ])ractitioners.  Medical 
i issistance  was  summoned  on  172  occasions,  including  27  cases 
'Where  the  Maternity  Ward  Sister  at  the  General  Hospital  called 
n a Staff  Doctor.  The  Local  Su])ervising  Authority  is  rcs])onsiblc 
Irorthe  payment  of  fees  to  doctors  called  in  by  MidAvives,  and  Avith 
continuance  of  trade  dc])ression  and  uncmj)lovm('nt  the  number 
K>f  such  accounts  received  remains  high.  All  or  ])art  of  the  fee  is 
'ecoA^erable  according  to  the  linancial  circumstances  of  the 
iatient.  IMedieal  practitioners  AAcre  i)aid  £148.  of  Avhich  a sum  of 
^78  was  recovered  from  patients  during  1928.  No  MidAvives  are 
i-anployed  or  subsidized  by  the  Local  Authority. 

•VliBk  Assistance  Scheme.— Milk  is  granted  on  the  (Mini(* 
iHedical  Olhcer’s  recommendations  to  infants  and  to  expectant 
jind  nursing  mothers  in  necessitous  cases  falling  Avithin  a certain 
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income  scale.  During  1928 — 1,134  pounds  of  dried  milk  were 
sold  at  cost  price,  367  were  given  free,  and  33,950  pints  of  fresh 
milk  were  given  free  at  a total  cost  to  the  Health  Committee  ot 
£347.  The  income  in  all  cases  is  verified  by  reference  to  employers 
and  others. 

Ante-Natai  CSiniCS  — The  very  gratifying  progress  recorded 
in  1927,  has  been  more  than  maintained  during  the  year  under  ! 
review,  356  attendances  being  recorded  compared  with  245  in 
1927.  The  importance  of  this  work  is  so  great  that  every  effort 
is  being  made  to  increase  the  attendances. 

Two  thirds  of  our  infantile  mortality  occur  during  the  first 
four  weeks  of  life,  owing  in  great  part  to  antecedent  preventable 
conditions  in  the  mothers.  All  women  in  their  first  pregnancy, 
all  who  have  had  previous  miscarriages  or  difficult  labours,  and 
expectant  mothers  suffering  from  any  abnormality  during  preg- 
nancy should  seek  skilled  medical  advice  with  a view  to  appropriate 
treatment  being  obtained  before  an  emergency  has  arisen. 

Ante-Natal  examination  and  keeping  of  records  is  now  part 
of  a Midwife’s  routine  practice.  284  visits  were  paid  by  Queen’s 
Nurses  to  134  expectant  mothers,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  their 

duties. 

• 

Dental  Treatanent  for  mothers  and  children  attending  the 
Centres  was  continued  at  the  School  Clinic  on  Saturday  morningsi 
and  Mr.  J.L.  Liddell,  School  Dental  Surgeon,  who  is  carrying  out 
the  work  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Education  and  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  has  kindly  presented  the  following  report 

Mothers  attending  

Children  under  4 years  of  age  attending  ....  8 

Total  ....  50 

i; 

Attendances  ....  ••••  •••-  ••••  ^ 

Extractions ; 

Treatment  of  sockets  after  extractions  ....  7 

Scalings  

Advice  was  given  on  three  occasions. 

“I  find  tliat  there  is  still  a great  deal  of  prejudice  against  denhf 
work  for  the  expectant  mother.  This  however  has  been  overeonie  n 
every  ease,  and  tlie  work  done,  when  the  patient  has  attended  thf 
dental  clinic,  by  explaining  the  harm  tliat  is  being  doiictotheidii 
not  yet  born.  One  patient,  almost  a nervous  wreck  froni  lack  o 
sleep,  after  having  two  aching  teeth  removed,  informed  me  slu 


1 had  the  first  night’s  sleep  for  a fortnight.  Her  bal)}'^  was  born 
: three  weeks  later,  and  the  mother’s  physical  and  mental  condition 
1‘  were  greatly  improved  by  her  good  nights’  rest  and  1‘reedom  from 
i pain. 


Incidents  such  as  this  are  related  to  the  mothers  on  the  * J5aby 
pDays,’  held  in  Polam  Hall  ; and  the  good  effects  of  lu'n  ing  a clean 
phealthy  mouth  are  impressed  upon  them.  These  two  days  arc  the 
iDiily  times  when  one  can  do  some  propaganda  work  and  full 
f.  advantage  is  taken  of  the  opportunity. 


11  w^ould  like  to  have  more  mothers  attending  next  year.  As 
he  knowdedge  spreads  amongst  those  attending  the  Welfare 
iJlinics, -that  teeth  can  be  extracted  without  pain  or  unpleasant 
»aftcr  effects,  I hope  and  ex])cct  that  the  numbers  wall  increase.” 


iVlates'inity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres.  Five  centres 


arc  in 


)pcration 


Address 

llo])etown  Hall,  Whessoe 
i Lane  .... 

jVlbert  Hoad  School- 
house  .... 


^Kast  Jtoad  Wesleyan 
( Sunday  School 

'paradise  Sunday  School 

bJockerton  Wesleyan  Sun- 
il day  School  .... 


Day 

Time 

Average 
.Mtendanct*  of 
-Motliers  with 
Cabies 

Monday 

..  ‘2-30  i).m.  . 

31) 

Tuesday 

•/ 

10-0  a.m.  ; 
2-30  p.m.  . 

85 

^Vcdnesday  .. 

..  2-30  )).m.  , 

50 

Thursday 

..  10-30  a.m.  ; 

2-30  p.m.  . 

82 

Frida  V 

..  2-30  p.m.  . 

2() 

The  Ante-Natal  Clinics  are  held  in  Albert  Hoad  Sciioolhoii.se 
mthesecond  and  the  la.st  Thursdays  of  each  month  from  l-dOn  ni 
Vverage  Attendance,  15.  ' 


i The  Centres  have  been  open  2(57  times  ; 

i lave  been  made  by  mothers  with  babies,  tlie  i 
^ leing  53. 


13,721'  attendances 
iverage  attendance 


One  humlred  and  fifty  one  attendances  wore  neide  at 
'uv  Maternity  and  Ciiild  tVelfare  Centres  by  mothers  wlio  rosid!- 

1 lourl I"  tliccasesof  tiicse  mothers  additional 
lourishment  is  supplied  by  tlie  Durham  tioimtv  Couueil 
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Average  attesicSasices  of  [VS others  witli 

(^Mitres  during  the  last  eight  years 

Albert 
Year  Road 


1921  .... 

69.0 

1922  .... 

78.8 

1928  .... 

78.9 

1924  .... 

66.8 

1925  .... 

64.9 

1926  .... 

82.7 

1927  .... 

85.6 

1928  .... 

84.6 

East 

Hoad 

Paradise 

35.8 

....  58.3 

80.0 

....  53.4 

25.1 

....  49.1 

84.8 

....  53.1 

80.2 

....  59.4 

41.1 

....  85.5 

88.8 

....  82.7 

50.0 

....  81.7 

babies  at  IMatemity 


Hope- 

Cocker- 

town 

ton 

25.1 

— 

85.5 

— 

88.0 

— 

81.9 

....  18.5 

26.9 

....  25.0 

42.3 

....  27.8 

28.1 

....  22.0 

89.4 

....  25.6 

TotaS  aitendai^ces  of  Expectant  Mothers  at  the 
Centres  and  Ante-Natal  Clinic  during  the  last  eight  ye 


Maternity  \ 
rs  : — 


Y ear 
V.)21 
1922 
1928 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

1928 


At  MpAernity^ 
Centres 
91 
288 
187 
190 
171 
194 
208 
149 


At  Ante-Natal 
Clinic 
58 
78- 
72 
61 
117 

244 

245 
856 


HOf^se  HeSp. — One  permanent  home  help  and  a rota  of  part- 
time  home  helps  carry  out  this  work  while  the  mother  is  mcapa-. 
eitated  Chartres  are  made  according  to  financial  conditions  ' 
Forty-nine  applications  were  made  for  their  services  ; attendance 
was  provided  in  44  cases,  at  which  service  was  given  for  811i  days  • 
almost  double  last  year’s  figure. 

The  daily  charges  for  the  services  of  the  Maternity  Hom(‘ 
Helps  are  as  follows  : — 

Where  the  income  of  a family  ; 

exceeds  15/-  per  head  per  week  the  charge  to  be  8/-  i)cr  day. 
exceeds  12/-  and  not  15/-  per  head  per  week  the  charge  to  he 

exceeds  9/7 and  not  12/-  per  head  per  week  the  charge  to  be  l/< 
per  day. 

Where  the  income  is  less  than 

9/-  per  head  per  week  the  charge  to  be  9d.  per  day. 

Cases  of  extreme  poverty  are  considered  by  the  Special  Sub  i 
Committee. 


In  all  the  above  cases  the  ineonic  is  understood  to  be  the 
[jiiverage  weekly  income  of  the  family,  after  deducting  rent  and 
9,:’ates,  for  the  four  weeks  previous  to  the  application, 

IVIaternity  Bags. — These  bags,  containing  all  the  linen  and 
><3ther  necessities  to  assist  in  an  aseptic  eonfmement,  were  a])plied 
'■or  and  lent  in  15  cases.  In  14  eases  the  bags  Avere  returned  in 
K^ood  condition  but  in  the  other  case  the  usual  deposit  of  2/0  was 
not  refunded,  the  bag  having  been  retained  over  the  period  for 
ivhich  it  Avas  lent  and  then  returned  unAA^ashed. 

. * » 

Baby  Day  Celebrations. — As  in  ])reA'ious  years,  and  through 
*]i:he  kindness  of  Mrs.  Baynes,  these  celebrations,  organized  by 
{l:he  Voluntary  Committee,  AA'ere  held  in  Polam  Hall  grounds,  on 
[list  July,  and  1st  August.  455  mothers  Avith  their  children 
j.vere  entertained  to  tea.  In  addition  7.3  A'isitors  paid  for  admission 
md  their  tea. 

Talks  on  Health,  Hygiene  and  Care  of  the  Teeth  Avere  gi\'en 
by  Dr.  Constance  Robertson’s  Locum,  (Dr.  Nicholson),  Dr. 
hlacintyre,  Mr.  J.  L.  Liddell  the  School  Dental  Surgeon,  the 
idealth  Visitors  and  the  Medical  Ollicer  of  Health  Dr.  G.A.  DaAvson. 
^^lompetitions  in  Handicrafts  among  the  mothers  Averc  s])eeial 
t'eatures  and  the  Avork  Avas  exhibited,  as  also  models,  showing  the 
oroper  and  hygienic  Avay  of  feeding  and  dressing  children.  A 
dale  of  usefid  garments  given  by  members  took  place.  These 
outings  are  much  ap])reciated  and  assist  markedly  in  the  Maternity 
hnd  Child  Welfare  enthusiasm. 

Maternal  Mortality. — On  the  receipt  of  notice  of  a maternal 
leath,  either  through  the  local  registrar  or  other  means,  an  in- 
vestigation and  rei)ort  is  completed  on  the  lines  suggested  by  the 
gdpecial  Committee  set  uj)  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Ministry  of 
^Clealth,  and  the  British  Medical  Association.  These  detjuled 
H Aartieulars  in  the  seven  cases  of  maternal  deaths  Avere  ])rc])ared 
^ 3y  the  Medical  Ollicer  of  Health  in  consultation  Avith  the  Doctor 
^)r  Midwife  in  charge  of  the  case,  and  then  forAvarded  to  the 
1 Ministry  as  directed. 


Puerperal  Infection.  —Four  cases  of  Bueri)eral  infection  Avere 
idmitted  to  the  Fever  Hos})ital  for  ti-eatment.  All  four  suceess- 
ully  recovered. 

The  arrangements  made  last  year  for  home  nursing  and 
liedical  assistance  still  hold,  but  it  is  interesting  to  re]3ort  that 
the  institutional  treatment  at  the  Fcaxu-  Hosi)itai  is  sought  early, 
^nd  so  far  with  encouraging  results. 
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Deaths  under  one  month. — Though  the  death-rates  of  children 
under  one  year  have  fallen  during  the  last  50  years  from  160  to 
59  per  1,000  births,  no  appreciable  reduction  has  taken  place  in 
the  case  of  babies  under  four  weeks. 

NEO-NATAL  DEATH  RATE  PER  1,000  BIRTHS. 

1928  1927  1926  1925  1924  1923  1922 

Births  1140  1148  1269  1288  1389  1446  1505 

Death  Rate  39*50  30*49  44*13  41*15  37*44  29*05  33*22 

Actual  Deaths  45  35  56  53  52  42  50 


Average  1922-27  : 

Rate  35*80 

Actual  Deaths  48*00 

There  is  therefore  a relative  increase  during  1928  in  the  death 
rate  of  children  under  four  weeks,  compared  with  the  average  death- 
rate  during  the  previous  six  years,  all  pointing  to  the  necessity 
for  further  diligence  in  the  care  of  the  expectant  mother. 

Maternity  Ward,  General  Hospital. — This  department,  con 
taining  12  beds,  2 of  which  are  for  isolation  purposes,  for  tin 
provision  and  maintenance  of  which  the  Borough  Council  an 
financially  responsible,  was  opened  in  1921.  The  patients  an 
expected  to  contribute  according  to  their  means  towards  tliei’ 
maintenance  and  treatment.  The  number  of  admissions  is  in 
creasing  gradually,  though  there  is  still  much  unwillingness  oi 
the  part  of  expectant  mothers  to  enter  a hospital  for  their  confine 
ment. 

I 

During  the  year  there  were  109  patients  admitted  with  foil 
still  in  the  ward  from  the  previous  year.  The  average  duration  o 
stay  was  12*8  days.  The  midwives  delivered  89,  and  in  20  cases  th 
assistance  of  a doctor  was  necessary.  There  was  one  case  of  Oph 
thalmia  Neonatorum.  All  the  infants  were  breast-fed  except  one 

There  were  three  maternal  deaths  from  Eclampsia,  three  stil 
births  and  three  deaths  from  prematurity. 


I Dried  and  Fresh  !V!i!k  Supplied  through  Maternity  Centres 


[iiring  the  last  seven  vears  : — 

^ 1 


i4 1’^ear 

I 

Dried  Milk 
sold  iu 
Mothers 
lbs. 

Dried  Milk 
given  free 
to  mothers, 
lbs. 

Fresh  Milk 
given  free 
to  mothers, 
pints 

Net  Cost  of 
Fresh  & Dried 
Milk  Supplied. 

J.921 

7,264 

2,200 

5,432 

£316 

2.922 

4,286 

1,844 

27,110 

£399 

};.923 

4,332 

896 

23,129 

£282 

1.924 

4,831 

959 

15,195 

£170 

C925 

3,486 

736 

20,615 

£248 

(!  926 

4,719 

1,537 

40,009 

£529 

7927 

2,248 

611 

36,284 

£417 

^928 

1,134 

367 

33,950 

£:147 

1 There  are  no  Day  Nurseries  in  Darlington.  A descri])tion  of 
ve  work  done  at  the  Nursery  Sehool  and  the  School  Clinic*  will 
j'  found  in  the  Report  of  the  School  Medical  Ofiioer. 


WORK  OF  THE  HEALTH  VISITORS. 


During  the  year  the  Health  Visitors  paid  the  following  visits: — 


First  viisits  to  Infants  under  one  year 

....  1,091 

Re-visits  to  Infants  under  one  year  .... 

....  1,174 

(diildren  one  to  live  years 

....  1,60() 

Cases  of  Measles,  one  to  live  years  .... 

89 

,,  ,,  over  live  years 

66 

,,  Chickenpox  .... 

861 

,,  \Vhoo])ing  Cough 

52 

,,  ()])hthalmia  Xe»)natorum 

45 

,,  Infant  Death 

55 

,,  Still-])irth 

42 

,,  ruer])eral  Fever 

1 

,,  Puerperal  Pyrexia  .... 

2 

Expectant  Mothers,  first  \ isits 

174 

,,  re-visits  .... 

127 

Maternal  Deaths 

4 

Cases  of  iMcnta)  Deliciency 

78 

IMiscellaneous  Visits 

221 

Unnotified  Births.  -An  ap])rceiable  reduction  in  the  number 
births  unnotilied  within  thirty-six  hours  of  birth  from  71  in 
27  to  46  in  1928  is  worthy  of  comment.  Karly  notilication  has 
vays  been  a ])ow’erful  agent  in  putting  our  Health  Visitors  in 
nely  touch  often  to  prevent  a premature  weaning  or  other  ini- 
oper  action  on  the  part  of  an  ignorant  or  careless  mother. 

Breast  Feeding. — Out  of  516  children  born  during  the  year 
J icl  attending  the  centres  only  41  were  not  breast  fed. 
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Midwives  calls  to  Doctors. 


Summary  of  the  causes  for  sendinty  for  Medical  help. 


1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

m 

Mother : — 

Tom  Perineum 

• • • 

9 

8 

16 

19 

20 

18 

32 

L' 

Prolonged,  Tedious  or  Difficult 

Labour 

* • • 

24 

23 

30 

31 

24 

18 

24 

3: 

Faulty  Presentations  ... 

• • • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

10 

Impactions 

• • • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

3 

Haemorrhages  ... 

• • • 

4 

2 

1 

8 

4 

4 

10 

1 

Pvise  of  Temperature  ... 

« • • 

4 

0 

2 

4 

11 

7 

4 

Adherent  Placenta 

1 

5 

8 

4 

8 

8 

1 

Albuminuria  ... 

• • • 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

6 

Phlebitis 

• • • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Abortion 

• • • 

— 

— 

— 

3 

5 

8 

5 

1 

Contracted  Pelvis 

• . • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Eclampsia 

• • • 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

—— 

Prolapse  of  Cord 

• * • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

M iscellane  ous  ... 

• • • 

— 

2 

1 

9 

5 

11 

10 

] 

Total 

• • • 

42 

46 

59 

79 

77 

94 

108 

1] 

Child 

Discharging  Eyes 

• • • 

17 

10 

5 

5 

6 

8 

13 

Debihty,  Feebleness,  etc. 

« • • 

1 

4 

2 

3 

6 

2 

1 

Prematurity 

« • • 

6 

13 

13 

3 

5 

5 

10 

MaKomiati  ons 

... 

3 

3 

2 

4 

4 

1 

1 

Convulsions  and  Fits  ... 

• • • 

5 

2 

2 

3 

5 

— 

4 

Suffocation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Mi  scellaneous  ... 

... 

2 

1 

— 

4 

1 

12 

5 

Total 

• • • 

33 

33 

24 

i 22 

28 

28 
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The  following  Table  shows  how  the  charges  for  the  al)Ove  case 
had  been  dealt  with  at  the  conclusion  of  ea,ch  year  since  1921 


No  Account  received  by  Health 
Committee  from  Doctor... 
Accounts  sent  in  to  Health 
Committee 


Whole  Fee  refunded  by  Patient 
Whole  Fee  remitted  by  Health 
Committee 

Fee  or  paii  of  Fee  still  owmg 
Part  Fee  remitted,  remainder 
or  part  still  owing 
Part  Fee  remitted,  remainder 
paid 

♦Amount  paid  to  Doctors 
♦Amount  recovered  from 
Patients  ... 

♦Cost  to  Council  

♦These  figures  relate  to  financial  year  ending  31st  March,  the  other  figurw 
in  the  table  being  for  calendar  year. 


1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

47 

43 

39 

45 

47 

43 

40 

28 

36 

44 

56 

58 

79 

104 

5 

7 

16 

13 

14 

17 

21 

4 

6 

8 

6 

16 

24 

21 

17 

23 

19 

33 

14 

30 

58 

— 

— 

1 

3 

12 

5 

3 

2 

1 

2 

O 

o 

1 

£47 

£57 

£69 

£58 

£73 

£121 

£143 

£20 

£31 

£48 

£47 

£.38 

£76 

£105 

£27 

£26 

£21 

£11 

£35 

£45 

£38 

Registration  of  Nursing  and  Maternity  Homes. — Under  the 
Mid  wives  and  Maternity  Homes  Aet,  1926,  later  embraeed  by  the 
sNursing  Homes  Registration  Aet,  1927.  6 applieations  for 

';;egistration  by  private  persons  were  received,  and  after  inspection 
I Ijf  the  premises  and  the  Staff  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  it  was 
I’ecommended  that  the  necessary  certificates  be  granted.*  The 
^ppplicants  were  all  persons  well  known,  of  good  reputation,  and 
Dvvho  had  carried  on  their  homes  successfully  for  several  years.  No 
^.official  application  from  unsuitable  applicants  was  received,  so 
hdiat  the  question  of  an  Order  refusing  registration  did  not  arise. 

I \n  application  for  exemption  from  registration  was  granted  in  the 
S'?ase  of  the  General  Hospital. 

The  M.  & C.W.  Voluntary  Committee.— About  20  voluntary 
S workers  assist  in  the  general  routine  of  the  clinics,  distributing 
I 'Tiilk,  organizing  relief  and  giving  advice  to  the  mothers  by 
bfiolding  Sewing  Classes,  Baby  Days,  and  generally  interesting 
itthemselves  and  the  mothers  in  the  future  welfare  of  their  homes 
find  families. 
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LIST  OF  MIDWIVES  PRACTISING  IN  THE  COUNTY  BOROUGH 

OF  DARLINGTON. 


No.  on 
Roll. 

Date  of  Enrolment. 

Name. 

796 

28  January,  1904 

Bartle,  Harriet 

20165 

27  April,  1905 

Foster,  Margaret 

43728 

22  February,  1916 

Gait,  Sarah  Ann 

19855 

27  April,  1905 

Geall,  Florence  Annie 
Adelaide 

67753 

12  December,  1925 

Goodfellow.V'iolet  Jane 

42793 

10  August  1915  ... 

Hale,  Alice 

55344 

11  October  1921 

Hancock,  Eilen 

71541 

13  August,  1927  ... 

Heath waite,  Edna  ... 

46105 

11  August,  1917  ... 

Hoskins,  Sarah 

58912 

13  December,  1922 

Jenkin,  Jane  ... 

48034 

9 November,  1918 

Jones,  S.  E.  ... 

60455 

11  June,  1923 

Kirby,  Ethel  Mtiry  . . . 

20239 

27  April,  1905  ... 

Lunn,  Tamar 

64546 

11  October,  1924 

O’Donnell,  Ann 

73495 

25  May,  1928 

Ogden,  Alice  ... 

46944 

9 Febmary,  1918... 

Oliver,  Eleanor  Purvis 

23651 

28  Jime,  1906 

Pattison,  Elvina 

64585 

11  October,  1924 

Redhead,  Isabel 

63631 

14  June,  1924 

Slater,  Ellen  .f. 

65529 

9 February,  1925 

Smith,  Annie 

17902 

23  March,  1905  ... 

Trinham,  Louisa 

65116 

19  February,  1925 

Watson,  Ellen 

60687 

11  June,  1923 

Wrangham,  Elizabeth 
Alin 

72529 

24  November,  1927 

Younger,  EUen 

Address. 


8,  Hammer  St.,  Darlington. 
Gayles  Cottage,  Bright  St. 
12,  Thornton  Street. 

The  Green,  Cockerton. 

32  Leyburn  Road. 

Queen’s  Nurses’  Association 
Woodland  Road. 

29  Stanley  Terrace. 

1 9,  Greenbank  Road  North. 

12,  Hammer  St , Darlington. 
40,  Willow  lid.,  Darlington. 
Queen’s  Nurses’  Association, 

Woodland  Road, 

116  Neasham  Road,  Dar- 
lington. 

21,  Aldam  St.,  Darlington. 
Queen’s  Nurses’  Association, 

Woodland  Road. 
Queen’s  Nurses’  Association, 
Woodlands  Road. 
Queen’s  Nurses’  Association, 
Woodland  Road. 

120,  West  Auckland  Road. 
295  North  Rd,,  Darlington. 

13,  Hopetown  Lane,  Dar 
lington. 

87,  Gurney  St.,  Darlington 
Superintendent,  Queen’s 
Nurses'  Association 
Woodland  Road. 

22,  I'our  Riggs,  Darlington 
Sister-in-Charge,  Matemitj 

Ward,  General  Hospital 
Queen’s  Nurses’  Association 
Woodlands  Road. 


REGISTER  OF  HOMES  UNDER  NURSING  HOMES 
REGISTRATION  ACT,  1927. 


Miss  Jane  Jenkin,  40,  Willow  Rd.,  Darlington  .... 
Mrs.  Isobel  Lyle  Yates,  Argyll  Nursing  Home, 

24  Cleveland  Terrace  

Mrs.  Sarah  Ann  Gait,  12,  Thornton  Street 
Miss  Barbara  Miller,  Cleveland  Nursing  Home, 
17  Cleveland  Terrace.... 

Miss  Mary  Potter,  Coniscliffe  Nursing  Home, 
Coniscliffe  Road 

Miss  Ethel  Lazenby,  Greencroft  Nursing  Home 


2 beds  availab 

8 beds. 

1 bed. 

6 beds. 

15  beds. 

2 beds. 
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SECTION  X.. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

There  M^erc  85  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  1928,  as 
"ollows  : — 

Males  Females  Total 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respira- 
tory .System  ....  ....  39  ....  19  ....  58 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases....  19  ....  8 ....  27 

Under  the  Tubercndosis  Regulations  IGl  cases  were  notified, 
ii55  of  males  and  79  of  females  ; 3 under  1 year  of  age  ; 4 between 
' and  2 ; 4 between  2 and  3 ; 2 between  3 and  4 ; 2 between  4 
lind  5 ; 32  between  5 and  10  ; 18  between  10  and  15  ; 22  between 
I .5  and  20  ; 43  between  20  and  35  ; 15  between  35  and  45  ; 18 

'/lietween  45  and  65  ; and  1 o\xr  65  years  of  age.  Of  these  26 

Jtiaine  from  Harrowgate  Hill  Ward  ; 21  from  North  Road  Ward  ; 
';J9  from  Eastbourne  Ward  ; 24  from  Cockerton  Ward  ; 11  from 
•JPierremont  Ward  ; 23  from  Central  Ward  ; 20  from  West  \^’ard  ; 
md  10  from  South  Ward. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1928. 


Age-Periods 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

)—  

3 

• • • 

1 

1 

1—  

2 

3 

5 

2 

• • • 

• • • 

4 

2 

5 — 

3 

6 

10 

13 

• • • 

1 

7 

1 

10—  

5 

4 

4 

5 

• • • 

1 

2 

1 

15—  

8 

8 

1 

5 

6 

5 

• • • 

2 

20—  

10 

11 

2 

• • • 

6 

4 

1 

« • • 

25—  

11 

7 

1 

1 

9 

4 

1 

• • • 

35—  

9 

3 

• • • 

3 

6 

1 

1 

1 

45— 

2 

4 

3 

• • • 

8 

1 

1 

• • • 

55—  

4 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

• • • 

65  and  upwards 

1 

... 

... 

• • • 

1 

1 

• * • 

• • • 

Totals  ... 

55 

• 48 

30 

31 

39 

19 

19 

8 

\ Of  the  above  85  deaths,  12  were  cases  which  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
* J^edical  Officer  of  Health  otherwise  than  by  notification  under  the  Regulations, 


i 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  REGULATIONS, 
1925,  and  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1S25  (Section  62). 

There  has  been  no  action  taken  under  the  above. 


TUBERCULOSIS  SCHEIVIE. 


Dispensary. — The  Dispensary  at  Feethams  is  open  for  the 
examination  of  notified  tuberculous  patients,  suspected  cases 
and  their  contacts — Tuesdays  at  10  a.m.  for  men  ; Fridays  at 
10  a.m.  for  women  and  children. 

As  in  previous  years  the  work  was  carried  out  by  the  Durham 
County  Council,  who  provide  a Medical  Officer  and  Nurse  for 
attendance. 


The  Residential  Institutions  available  for  patients  are  pro- 
vided also  by  the  Durham  County  Council. 

The  number  of  new  cases  which  have  attended  the  Dispensary 


the  past  eight 

years  is  given  in 

the  following 

table  : — 

1920 

317  — 

1924 

207 

1921 

256  — 

1925 

266 

1922 

178  — 

1926 

207 

1923 

218  — 

1927 

155 

1928 

131 

The  number  of  persons  who  attended  the  Dispensary  during 
1928  was  587,  and  the  number  of  attendances  made  was  2,027.' 
About  91  per  cent,  of  these  patients  reside  in  the  Borough. 

During  the  year  147  first  visits  and  2,002  re-visits  were  paid 
to  houses  by  the  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors. 

Five  shelters  were  erected  for  the  use  of  patients  residing 
in  the  Borough  during  the  year  and  7 shelters  were  actually  in 
use  by  Borough  patients  on  the  1st  of  January  1929. 

There  is  co-operation  between  the  Tuberculosis  Medical 
Officer  and  the  Staffs  of  the  Health  Office,  the  School  Medical 
Service  and  the  General  Hospital.  Quarterly  reports  are  sent  in 
by  General  Practitioners  providing  domiciliary  treatment,  and 
patients  receiving  such  treatment  usually  attend  at  the  DispensarVi 
once  a quarter.  Where  the  diagnosis  is  doubtful  the  patients 
are  kept  under  observation  by  the  Dispensary  Staff.  Home 
contacts  are  supervised  and  examined  systematically  by  the. 
Tuberculosis  Medical  Officer  either  at  the  Dispensary  or  at  theii 
homes.  The  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors  visit  and  give  advice 
in  the  homes  of  every  case  notified. 

Advanced  cases  or  those  with  discharging  wounds  are  nursec 
and  dressed  in  their  homes  by  Queen’s  Nurses.  Tenpence  pci 
visit  is  paid  for  this  service.  1,176  visits  were  paid  to  29  patients 

The  majority  of  the  non-pulmonary  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
are  treated  in  the  Darlington  General  Hospital,  where  there  an 
facilities  for  X-ray  examination,  surgical  operative  assistance 
and  the  provision  of  surgical  apparatus. 
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The  incidence  is  given  in  the  foliowing  tables 

T NOTIFICATIONS  OF  TUSERCOLOSIS  (Pulmonary  and  Non- 

Pulmonary)  and  DEATHS. 


Year 

Pulmonary 

N 071  -Pa  Im  o n ary 

Notified 

Deaths 

Notified 

Deaths 

( 1920 

151 

61 

55 

22 

• 1921 

124 

66 

32 

17 

' 1922 

111 

71 

47 

20 

1923 

135 

60 

80 

15 

; 1924 

119 

62 

65 

21 

( 1925 

134 

58 

56 

24 

( 1926 

111 

59 

76 

16 

; 1927 

119 

68 

59 

19 

i;  1928 

103 

58 

61 

27 

PULMONARY  CASES  IN  INSTITUTIONS. 


Insured 

Not  Insured 

Total 

Males 

PemalcK 

Males 

Females 

Males  Females 

nder  treatment  at  the  beginning 

of  the  year  ... 

9 

6 

5 

2 

14 

7 

dcuil/t/od.  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

18 

6 

10 

8 

28 

14 

Iseharged 

19 

7 

7 

5 

20 

12 

nder  treatment  at  the  end  of  the 

•••  ••• 

8 

4 

8 

5 

10 

9 

umber  of  daJ^s  treatment  ... 

3234 

1707 

2157 

15G8 

5391 

3275 

NON-PULMONARY  GASES  IN  INSTITUTIONS. 


nder  treatment  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  

0 

0 

3 

0 

3 

0 

dmitted  

5 

1 

5 

9 

10 

10 

'iseharged  

3 

0 

0 

5 

9 

5 

nder  treatment  at  the  end  of  the 
yGftr  •••  •••  ,,,  ,,, 

2 

1 

2 

4 

4 

5 

umber  of  days  treatment  ... 

254 

86 

1374 

1295 

1628 

1381 

VOLUNTARY  CARE  COIVSIVlITTEE. 

J The  excellent  work  of  this  Committee  has  })ecn  carried  out 
I S in  previous  years  under  the  Honorary  Secrctaryshi])  of  the 
Ij  'Iedical  Officer  of  Health.  The  Annual  Report  dealing  with  its 
S mrk  shews  the  manifold  directions  of  its  aims  and  achievements, 
p.  through  the  Care  Committee,  facilities  are  granted  and  arrange- 
1 nents  made  for  the  provision  of  nourishment,  financial  assistaiu  e, 
f issistance  in  dental  treatment,  provision  of  footgear  and  clothing 
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for  domestic  use  and  Sanatorium,  assisting  and  advising  patients 
in  obtaining  better  housing  and  suitable  employment,  giving 
friendly  encouragement  and  advice  to  patients  as  to  the  mode  of 
life,  in  fact  the  general  supervision  of  the  welfare  of  patients. 

During  the  year  ending  31st  of  March,  1929,  48  new  appli- 
cations were  received  and  help  was  provided  in  38  of  these.  Fifty- 
nine  cases  helped  in  previous  years  continued  to  benefit.  The 
total  number  of  cases  dealt  with  since  the  beginning  of  the  work 
of  the  Care  Committee  in  1919  up  to  31st  March,  1929,  is  417. 

The  Care  Committee  have,  during  the  year,  rendered  real 
assistance  to  deserving  cases,  and  their  work  has  been  much 
appreciated  by  those  who  have  been  helped.  The  Tuberculosis 
Care  Committee,  far  from  being  just  purely  a charitable  organisa- 
tion to  help  stricken  families,  is  a necessary  link  in  the  work 
being  undertaken  by  Local  Health  Authorities,  not  merely  b} 
ameliorating  the  sufferings  of  the  patients  and  their  families,  by 
assisting  them  materially  and  otherwise  when  and  where  necessary 
but  in  reaching  the  ultimate  aim  of  such  Authorities  in  seeking  t(^ 
eliminate  this  dreadful  scourge  from  the  community,  or  at  any  ratr 
making  its  prevalence  a negligible  quantity. 

Personally  I am  of  the  opinion  that  the  work  of  our  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  and  School  Medical  staff  is  of  very  much  mon 
value  in  checking  early  tuberculosis  than  our  direct  tuberculosi- 
schemes. 


SECTION  XI. 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

In  1920  a scheme  was  drawn  up  making  certain  improvement 
as  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  the  treatment  of  Venerer . 
Diseases,  in  connexion  with  the  Skin  Department  at  the  Generr 
Hospital,  Darlington.  The  work  is  now  carried  out  by  a part 
time  Medical  Officer,  a full-time  Male  Orderly,  and  a membe 
of  the  Nursing  Staff  of  the  Hospital.  Clinics  are  more  freqiieii 
and  intermediate  treatment  can  be  given. 

During  the  past  six  years  much  progress  has  been  made  i 
the  thoroughness  of  the  treatment  and  in  the  facilities  preseiite 
to  the  patients,  though  there  is  still  much  need  of  addition} 
accommodation  which  cannot  be  provided  in  the  present  building; 


4.3 


Patients  requiring  intern  Ilospita]  treatment  are  admitted 
pn  the  recommendation  of  the  Medical  Ollicer,  two  })eds  being 
j)rovided. 

The  a]3pointment  of  the  Medical  Officer  as  part-time  Schools 
iiledical  Officer  has  been  the  means  of  detecting  infected  families, 
Reading  to  the  more  complete  eradication  of  the  diseases  anci 
iionseqiient  })rotection  of  further  offspring. 

The  Department  is  open  for  the  following  sessions  : — 

Males. — Tuesdays  10-0  a.m.,  5-,30  p.m, 

Fridays  5-.30  p.m.  and  by  aimointmcnt  with  the 
Medical  Olliccr. 


Women  and  Children. — Mondays  2 p.m. 

Women  Only.— Tuesdays  2 ]).m.  Fridays  2 }).m. 

for  Irrigation. 

Males.  Daily  from  10  a.m.  (full-time  Orderly  in  attendance). 

Women.  Daily  from  2 p.m.  and  by  ap])ointment  with  the 
^Ie(iical  Ollicer. 

Attendances  of  men,  women  and  children  are  ra])idly  in- 
i‘:reasing,  not  only  those  from  Darlington,  but  also  those  from  the 
districts  for  20  miles  around.  This  does  not  mean  that  there  is 
Mecessarily  an  increase  in  the  incidence  of  venereal  diseases, 
)ut  rather  that  the  diagnosis  is  now  more  readily  made  and  that 
practitioners  are  realizing  the  assistance  presented  in  a neiLdibour- 
iig  clinic  with  a specialist  officer  at  hand.  A few  Darlington 
residents  have  attended  the  neighbouring  clinics  at  Stockton 
’ -lurham,  Newcastle,  etc.  ’ 

a instruction  arc  given  to  medical  practitioners 

It  the  Clinic,  and  those  who  arc  cpialilied  receive  free  supplies  of 
nrsenobenzol  compounds  on  application.  During  the  year  nine 
i loses  of  these  were  supplied.  ^ ^ 

ipf  im  Venereal  Diseases  Act 

a branch  of  the  British  Social  Hygiene  Council 

which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  the  Honomry  SeeXy. 

Laboratory  work  is  carried  out  at  the  Clinic  by  the  Medical 
fficer  and  at  the  College  of  Medicine,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 
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Bacteriological  Examinations  for  Darlington  patients  made 
at  the  Durham  College  of  Medicine,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  during 
the  year  are  set  out  as  follows  : — ■ 


1 

1 

1 

i 

i 

i 

1 

For  detection 

of  spirochetes 

— 

For  detection 

of  gonococci 

For  Wassermann 

reaction 

C.S.  Fluid  for 

General 

Examination 

C.  S.  Fluid  for 

theWassermann 

reaction 

For  Treatment  Centre... 

1 

14 

147 

... 

... 

For  Practitioners  

• • • 

1 

86 

... 

1 

Totals  ... 

1 

15 

233 

, 

1 

Services  at  the  Vei^ereaS  Diseases  Treatment  Centre  at  the  Oarlingto 

General  Hospital,  1928. 

Classified  according  to  the  areas  in  which  the  patients  residec 


Number  of  cases  from  each  area  dealt 
with  durinc;  the  year  for  thG  first 
time  and  "found " to  be  suffering 
from  : — 

Syphilis  ... 

Soft  Chancre  

Gonorrhoea 

Conditions  otlier  than  Venereal 
Tfotal  ...  ...  ••• 

Total  number  of  attendances  of  all 
patients  residing  in  each  area 

Aggregate  numbei*  of  “ In-patient 
“days'’  of  all  patients  residing  in 
each  area 

Number  of  doses  of  arsenobenzol 
compounds  given  to  patients 
residing  in  each  area  : — 

1.  — Out-patient  Clinic 

2.  — In-patient  Dept.  ...  ... 


North 


Darling- 

ton 

Durham 

Riding 
of  Yorks. 

Total 

40 

•••  14  *.• 

12 

...  66 

3 

— 

4 

128 

...  32  ... 

15 

...  175 

64 

27 

1 

...  92' 

235 

...  74  ... 

28 

...  337 

11,388 

...  2,476  ... 

801 

...  14.66 

97 

• ••• 

32 

...  129 

234 

...  89 

85 

...  40S 

4 

1 

...  5 
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liumber  of  Darlington  County  Borough  Out-patients  attending 

Clinic  for  first  time. 


Syphilis  ’ 

Gonorrhoia 

Soft  Chancre 

Other  Cases 

Total 

o 

H 

1 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

a 

O 

1920 

6o 

42 

55 

14 

2 

8 

5 

140 

61 

201 

{921 

47 

22 

24 

5 

— 

— 

9 

— 

80 

32 

112 

:!922 

36 

22 

17 

12 

3 

1 

13 

12 

69 

47 

116 

1923 

16 

22 

36 

19 

— 

5 

18 

12 

70 

58 

128 

'1924 

25 

13 

49 

36 

3 

1 

24 

40 

101 

90 

191 

1925 

32 

26 

54 

30 

3 

2 

24 

26 

113 

84 

197 

(926 

31 

27 

70 

25 

1 

1 

52 

29 

154 

82 

236 

(927 

24 

30 

78 

39 

1 

— 

26 

15 

129 

84 

213 

p28 

33 

33 

118 

57 

4 

— 

44 

48 

199 

138 

337 

» Total  Attendances  of  all  Patients  from  Darlington  Borough. 


Year 

Males 

Female 

1920 

1,239 

556 

1921 

881 

353 

1922 

1,249 

567 

1923 

2,977 

1,311 

1924 

3,564 

869 

1925 

3,448 

759 

1926 

5,651 

1,304 

1927 

6,449 

1,407 

1928 

.... 

9,074 

2,314 

I am  indebted  to  Dr.  Ferguson  for  the  following  eonnnent. 

The  volume  of  work  at  the  Clinie,  General  Hospital,  Darlington, 
las  eontinued  to  expand  during  the  j)ast  year.  The  number  of 
lew  patients  seeking  treatment  at  the  clinie  reaehed  the  record 
lumber  of  384  ; of  these  241  were  found  on  examination  lo  be 
. uffering  from  Venereal  Disease.  Consultations  with  the  ^ledieal 
)frieer  and  Intermediate  treatments  both  show'ed  increases  of 
libout  50%.  The  aetual  ligures  are  set  out  below  : — 

1927  1928 


fotal  attendanees 
%nsultations  .... 
ntermediate  treatment 

Total 

all 

areas. 

Darlington 

Total 

all 

areas. 

Darlington 

. 9,676 
. 5,437 
. 4,242 

7,856 

14,665 

8,059 

6,606 

334 

1 1 ,388 

t'otal  new  patients 

^ew  patients  found  to  be 

320 

213 

235 

suffering  from  Venereal  Disej 

:ise  258 

172 

241 

174 
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I append  a table  showing  the  sex  distribution  and  nature  of 
the  disease  of  the  171  Darlington  patients  attending  at  the  clinic 
for  the  first  time  during  the  year  and  found  to  be  suffering  from 
Venereal  Disease. 


Number  of 

Average  Age 

Suffering  from 

Patients 

Years 

Gonorrhoea  Syphilis 

Soft  Sore 

Males 

....  95 

29-7 

76 

16 

3 

Females 

....  65 

24-4 

51 

13 

1 

Children 

....  11 

5-0 

2 

9 

0 

As  in  previous  years  it  has  to  be  recorded  that  many  patients, 
particularly  females,  do  not  seek  treatment  till  the  disease  is 
long  established,  and  in  some  cases,  irreparable  harm  done.  The 
stage  of  disease  at  first  visit  of  venereal  patients  reporting  during 
the  3mar  may  be  tabulated  thus  : — 

State  ot  Disease  at  first  visit. 


Gonorrhoea. 


Syphilis. 


1 

1 

Un-complic- 

ated 

Complicated 

Over  4 weeks  duration 

Primary. 

Secondary 

Tertiary 

Males  ....  72 

6 

9 

5 

1 

11 

Females  31 

20 

14 

0 

3 

11 

103 

26 

23 

. 5 

4 

22 

The  cases 
sources  : — 

of  Venereal  Disease  were  referred  from  the  following 

Male.  Female  Total 

Practitioners  in  the  Town,  and  V.D.  Officer  40 
General  Hospital 
Other  V.D.  Clinics  .... 
vSt.  Agnes’  Home 
Child  Welfare  Officer 
School  Clinic.... 

Came  spontaneously 


5 

8 

0 

1 

0 

49 


103 


23 

20 

1 

9 

2 

2 

11 

68 


63 

25 

9 

9 

3 

2 

60 

171 


Of  the  64  cases  found  on  examination  not  to  be  suffering 
from  Venereal  Disease,  34  were  referred  by  Practitioners  for  diag- 
nosis, 13  had  been  exposed  to  the  risk  of  infection  and  came  to 


he  clinic  without  having  seen  another  Doctor,  16  were  suffering 
fom  non-specific  skin  lesions,  and  one  was  sent  by  the  Matron 
i<f  St.  Agnes’  Home. 

There  is  evidence  of  increased  realisation  of  the  dangers  of 
jenereal  disease  among  the  Community  ,and  an  increased  willing- 
less  to  come  for  treatment.  It  has  been  noticeable  that  after 
I'lch  burst  of  health  propaganda  in  the  town,  there  has  })cen  a 
[.nail  s])urt  of  new  patients  to  the  clinic,  chielly  males  who  have 

(sen  exposed  to  infection,  often  3^ears  ])reviously.  The  niain 
oint  requiring  further  stress  is  the  urgent  need  for  the  institution 
it  treatment  in  all  cases  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 


SECTION  XII. 


CENTAL  DEFSCJENCY. 

is  administered  and  carried  out  by  the 
iiedical  Olhccr  of  Health  and  the  Deputy  Medical  Ollieer  of 
J ealth,  who  are  the  certifying  officers  under  the  Mental  Deficiency 
fct,  comes  under  tlie  Committee  for  Promoting  the  Welfare  ()f 

■ flK-ted  Persons  Tl,e  Health  Visitors  assist  in  the  s, , e isi, 

■lid  rejiorting  of  home  conditions. 

i Two  types  of  eases  are  dealt  with  : — 

(a)  Statutory  Cases,  consisting  of  mental  defectives  under 
ind  over  16  years,  known  to  require  siieeial  care  and  sunerx'isii 

■ edueable  mentally  defective  children  between  the  ages 

•e  MrnfTn  r"'  '‘'“'‘‘y'  to  tlie  Local  Authorifv  iin  Ici- 

e Mental  Hehciency  Act,  as  beinf;  either  incapable  <,r‘rnrthcr 

)n  wIh"  "t''  '»■  of  incai)ablc  ot  sni'h  c.lnc-i- 

without  detriment  to  other  childrtMi  MI  ^ ^ 

a t with  nndcr  the  Mental  Hemie.'S'X-.t,  be inll'placci’nT, 
ions,  oi  undei  guardianshij)  or  supervision. 

{l>)  Education  Gases,  consisting  of  mentally  defefti\'o  /^.l>;i  1 
tween  the  nf  -r  ^ "vi  taiiv  oc  icetn  e children 

ecial  school  nrmh  leV^^k  "location  in  the 

-mmitter  ‘ ''X  tl.e  Kdneation 

thli' thl^-'ll  •'^‘•hools  Medical  Ollicer 

'^iidt  there  is  hason  in  the  work.  '^mtei , 
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Number  of  r^eutally  Defective. — Ascertainment  of  adult  cases 
is  not  by  any  means  complete,  as  several  cases  only  come  to  the 
notice  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  through  such  channels 
as  the  Health  Visitors  in  their  routine  home  visits  in  conneetior 
with  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  and  the  Poliee  Courts. 


The  total  number  of  mentally  defective  persons  in  the  Borougl 
known  by  medical  examination  is  . 

Males  Females 

(a)  Statutory  and  Observa- 
tion Cases,  all  ages  ....  64 

(/>)  Education  Cases,  7-16  yrs.  47 


Total  Hi 


Oistribution. 
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Tlie  108  cases  are  distributed  as  follows  : 

fa')  Statutory  Cases,  &c. 

In  Certihed  Institutions  .... 

In  Eeethams  Poor  Law  In- 
stitution 

Under  supervision  at  home 
Statutory 
Voluntary 


0 


15 


41 


61 


{/))  Education  Cases. 

Attend!  ng  C erti (i  ed  S chool  s 
Attending  Eiemen  tary 
Schools 

At  other  Institutions  .... 
Resident  at  home....  . 


35 


6 


0 


(cl  Transferred  from  care  of 
Education  Committee  to 
Imcal  Control  Authority 
during  1928 


Total  111 


45 

40 


85 


6 


15 

20 


45 


34 


0 


0 


37 


85 


•196 


-109 


-80 


-loe 


There  were  removed  from  the  register  duriiig  the  yeai  ^ 
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C The  placing  of  these  unfortunate  cases  in  suitable  institutions 
iiesents  a great  difficulty,  firstly  in  discriminating  which  defectives 
ijould  be  removed,  as  the  available  institutional  vacancies  are 
ry  few,  and  secondty  because  the  financial  burdens  are  heavy, 
lie  Board  of  Control  are  tlierefore  urging  Local  Authorities  to 
^ss  forward  their  arrangements  for  care  other  than  institutional, 
ch  arrangements  include  increased  home  supein  ision,  appoint- 
^ nt  of  guaidians,  and  the  establishment  of  occujiation  centres. 

/ At  present  under  the  Ldueation  Committee  Selienw^  the 
lecial  School  for  mentally  defective  children,  of  which  Miss 
•gg  is  in  charge,  is  doing  excellent  work,  but  unfortunately 
•st  of  the  children  on  their  discharge  at  16  years  of  age  find 
imiselves  obliged  to  join  tlie  ranks  of  the  unemployed.  They 
anot  hold  their  own  in  the  labour  market,  and  in  their  endeavour 
be  busy  they  find  the  wrong  thing. 

The  subjects  of  instruction  at  such  centres  are  very  elementary, 
I'ulcating  ideas  of  cleanliness,  neatness,  discipline,  muscle  control 
(\  everyday  things  of  life.  For  low  grade  children,  drill,  sense 
'dning,  singing,  polishing  and  easy  household  work,  such  as 
Siting  a table,  sweeping  up  crumbs,  jirovidc  opportunities 
: amusement,  eompanionshij)  and  occupation  in  a way  which 
jmpossible  in  the  homes  from  which  these  eases  usually  come. 
ijS  higher  grade  defectives  receive  instruction  in  jilain  \sewiiig* 

. nstitching,  raffia  mats,  basket  work,  and  rug  making. 

I The  establishment  of  such  a centre  in  Darlington  took  place 
f^year,  and  Miss  Holmes  a well  ex])erienccd  worker  appointed 
• Secretary  of  the  local  Mental  AVelfare  Association  and  Super- 
;or  of  the  Occupation  Centre,  has  already  assisted  materially 
’improving  our  ascertainment  and  control. 


SECTION  XIII. 


SANSTARY  GIRCiJiVISTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

; I'articulars  of  Sanitary  aiiministratioii  ai-c  also  }>ivcii  in  the 
:>ort  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  printed  herewith. 

, Water  Supply— The  water  supply  of  the  Borough  is  obtained 
j the  River  Tees.  The  intake  is  situated  near  the  western 
^indary  of  the  Borough  and  the  water  is  pum])cd  in  two  stages 
'trom  the  River  into  large  subsiding  tanks,  {h)  from  the  sub- 
g tanks  through  the  filters  to  the  Reservoirs  and  town. 
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Pumping  plant  of  ample  capacity  has  been  installed  an( 
alternative  sources  of  power  are  available,  viz.,  steam,  suctio 
gas  and  electricity,  to  provide  for  all  reasonable  requirements. 

The  mechanical  filtration  plant  installed  in  1924-7  has  no^ 
been  in  operation  since  June,  1927.  This  plant,  which  has  supei 
seded  entirely  the  old  system  of  slow  sand  filters,  is  workin 
satisfactorily.  The  initial  difficulties  met  with  on  the  startin 
up  of  the  plant  have  been  overcome. 

The  peaty  discolouration  which  is  present  in  the  River  Tee 
water,  especially  in  the  autumn  and  after  heavy  rains,  is  remove  i 
by  the  addition  of  Alumina  Ferric,  the  quantity  added  varyin 
from  1 grain  to  6 grains  per  gallon. 

Lime  water  is  also  added  after  filtration  in  order  to  correc 
any  tendency  towards  plumbo-solvency. 

Chlorine  is  injected  under  pressure  into  the  filtered  wate 
main  as  it  leaves  the  Waterworks.  The  amount  of  chlorir 
added  varies  from  J to  J part  per  million,  according  to  bacterk 
logical  findings.  Two  million  gallons  per  day  are  used  by  tl 
16,000  houses  in  the  Borough  and  the  400  outside. 

Analyses  of  the  river,  filtered  and  chlorinated  water  a; 
made  weekly  by  the  Borough  Analyst,  whose  reports  during  tl 
past  year  have  been  consistently  satisfactory. 

Typical  analyses  are  as  follows  : — 

River  Water. 

Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Gelatin  at 
18‘’-20‘'  C.  after  72  hours. 

Presumptive  B.  Coli  Test  after  72  hours 

Filtered  Water. 

Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Gelatin  at 
18'’-20”  C.  after  72  hours. 

Presumptive  B.  Coli  Test  after  72  hours 

Chlorinated  Filtered  Water. 

Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Gelatin  at 
18^’-20''  C.  after  72  hours 

Presumptive  B Coli  Test  after  72  hours 


600  per  c.c. 
Positive  in  0.1  c. 


120  per  c.c. 
Positive  in  0.1  c 


3 per  2 c.e. 
Negative  in  100  ( 


Rivers  and  Streams. — The  River  Skerne  which  flows  throuj 
the  town  and  was  once  regarded  as  an  open  sewer,  is  now  pro^•id 
with  well  built  banks  along  most  of  its  course.  At  times  duri; 
very  wet  seasons,  storm  water  may  overflow  into  low  lying  was 
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land,  in  the  vicinity  of  Valley  Street,  at  present  used  as  a tip,  and 
by  its  retention  there,  with  decomposing  vegetable  matter, 
there  is  risk  of  a serious  nuisance.  Attention  to  the  weir  on  the 
river  and  the  draining  of  the  low  lying  land  would  improve  the 
present  eye  sore  immensely,  for  profitable  development. 

There  was  no  necessity  to  take  any  action  to  cheek  the  pollu- 
tion of  rivers  or  streams  in  the  area. 

Complaints  have  been  made  of  nuisances  arising  from  the 
practice  of  allotment  holders  and  others  throwing  their  vegetable 
refuse  into  ditches  and  streams  to  decompose.  These  have  been 
dealt  with  by  the  sanitary  inspectors  and  the  allotment  committees 
involved. 

Smoke  Abatement. — As  so  much  of  the  nuisance  from  this 
cause  arises  from  domestic  fires,  one  of  the  first  steps  towards 
a cleaner  town  is  the  production  of  cheap  gas  and  electricity  for 
the  home.  This  has  been  the  policy  in  Darlington  for  many  years. 
At  present,  a determined  effort  is  being  made  to  urge  those  ])eoi)le 
who  must  use  o])en  fires  to  burn  smokeless  fuel,  either  the  locally 
produced  coke  or  the  })roprietory  fuels,  e.g.,  Coalite,  Uicoal  or 
Kineole,  now  on  the  market.  Many  of  the  large  works  in  the 
town  have  been  under  observation  and  arc  considering  the  use  of 
modern  furnaces  which  consume  their  own  smoke,  to  the  distinct 
advantage  of  the  amenities  and  health  of  the  neighbourliood. 

Premises  which  can  be  controlled  by  Bye  laws  or  Regulations. 

In  spite  of  the  totally  inadequate  inspectorate  staff  an  attempt 
has  been  made  during  the  year  to  ascertain  the  conditions  under 
which  certain  people  arc  living  in  the  Borough  in  tents,  vans, 

* sheds,  houses  let  in  lodgings,  and  insanitary  dwellings.  Great 
I difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  dealing  with  the  eases  as  there 
I is  no  available  satisfactory  accommodation  at  a rental  within 
I the  capacity  of  these  unfortunate  folk.  Particulars  are  given 

* in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  a])])endcd. 

Schools. — The  sanitary  condition  and  water  su])})ly  of  schools 
are  discussed  in  the  a])pro])riatc  report  included  herewith. 

Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Closet  Accommodation. — The  town  is 
sewered  on  the  partially  combined  system,  and  storm  over! lows 
are  provided  discharging  at  convenient  points,  chiefly  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Rivx'r  Skerne.  The  sewage  is  conveyed 
1 lo  the  Sewmge  Farm  situated  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Skerne, 
j about  a mile  to  the  south  of  the  town.  Treatment  of  the  sewage 
I IS  carried  out  by  broad  irrigation.  An  experimental  acti\’ated 
s sludge  plant  is  shortly  to  be  installed. 
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As  there  are  still  approximately  6,000  privy  ashpits  in  use 
in  the  town,  the  question  of  additional  means  of  sewage  disposal 
is  being  considered,  a scheme  for  a complete  conversion  to  a water 
carriage  system  being  now  in  hand.  It  is  estimated  that  the 
whole  work  will  be  completed  in  five  years  from  now. 

Scavenging. — The  scavenging  of  the  town  has  been  very 
satisfactorily  carried  out.  The  refuse  is  disposed  of  principally 
by  depositing  on  tips  which  are  covered  with  soil  or  clean  ashes.' 
A small  proportion  of  privy  refuse  is  conveyed  to  farms  for  use, 
on  the  land.  The  conversion  of  the  privy  ashpits  will  wipe  away- 
this  problem  to  a great  extent.  In  the  work  of  conversions, 
special  tipping  bins  are  being  installed  so  that  collection  of  refuse 
will  be  more  rapid  and  efficient. 

Cemeteries. — Three  large  Cemeteries  with  recent  extensions 
provide  adequate  room  for  disposal  by  earth  burial  for  many  i 
years  to  come. 

Crematorium. — Public  opinion  is  now  awaking  to  this  sanitary 
method  of  disposal  of  our  dead.  The  Darlington  Crematoriun,! 
situated  in  the  West  Cemetery  was  used  during  the  year  for  th( 
record  number  of  40  cremations.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health’ 
holds  the  appointment  of  Honorary  Medical  Referee  for  th( 
authorizing  of  each  cremation  by  the  Darlington  Cremation  Society  ! 


SECTION  XIV. 


LEGISLATION  INTROOyOEO  DURING  1928.  , 

Many  new  Orders  and  Regulations  were  issued  by  the  Ministel 
of  Health  during  the  year,  affecting  the  Health  Department,  an.  , 
it  has  proved  quite  a task  keeping  the  practical  work  up  to  dat 
with  the  legislation. 

Nursing  Homes  Registration  Act,  1927 
Infectious  Diseases  Regulations,  1927. 

Public  Health  (Notification  of  Puerperal  Fever  an<  . 

Puerperal  Pyrexia)  Amendment  Regulations,  1928.  • 
Public  Health  (Ophthalmia  Neonatorum)  Amendmen 
Amendment  Regulations,  1928. 

Mental  Deficiency  Act,  1927. 

Fertilizers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926. 


5S 


Agricultural  Produce  (Grading  and  Marking)  Act,  1928. 
Rag  and  Flock  Act,  (1911)  Amendment  Act,  1928. 

Shop  (Hours  of  Closing)  Act,  1928. 

The  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928. 

The  Public  Health  (Dried  Milk)  Amendment  Regulations, 
1927. 

The  Public  Health  (Condensed  Milk)  Amendment 
Regulations,  1927. 

The  Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food)  Regu- 
lations, 1927. 


Adoptive  Acts,  etc. — The  following  Acts  have  been  adopted  in 
the  Borough  : — 

Baths  and  Wash-houses  Acts  of  1846  and  1847. 

Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act,  1889. 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  (except 
Sections  48,  82,  83,  92  and  94). 

Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Sections  13-23  ; 25-30  ; 32  ; 
33  ; 35-39  ; 41-55  ; all  inclusive. 

Darlington  (Water  Suj^ply)  Order  1928. 

The^  most  important  local  Act  dealing  with  Public  Health 
matters  is  the  Darlington  Extension  and  Improvement  Act,  1872. 

: This  Act  conferred  on  the  Darlington  Council  powers  with  regard  to 
closing  property  unfit  for  human  habitation  of  the  same  character 
as  those  contained  in  the  most  recent  Acts. 

Section  92  of  the  Darlington  Extension  and  Improvement 
Act,  1872,  requires  that  all  private  slaughter-houses  in  the  Borough 
should  be  licensed. 

On  May  30th,  1911,  an  Order  was  obtained  from  the  Local 
' Government  Board,  under  Section  50  of  the  Public  Health  Acts 
i’  Amendment  Act,  1907,  declaring  the  trades  of  fat  melter  or  fat 
I extractor,  fish  fryer,  gut  scraper,  rag  and  bone  dealer,  and  candle 
‘ maker  within  the  Borough  to  be  offensive  trades. 

Under  the  City  of  Leeds,  etc.  (Measles  and  German  Measles) 
Regulations,  1920,  Measles  and  German  Measles  are  notifiable  in 
f Barlington. 


Chiekenpox  was  made  notifiable  in  the 
Becember,  1923. 


Borough  on  23rd 


Under  the  Borough  of  Darlington  (Whooping  Cough)  Regula- 
' tions,  1926,  first  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  occurring  in  children 
under  five  years  of  age,  are  notifiable  in  Darlington. 
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SECTION  XV. 


HpUSING. 

From  the  Census  Statisties  it  is  estimated  that  5.8  per  cent 
of  our  families  are  sharing  a house  compared  with  10.0  per  cent 
for  the  neighbouring  County  Boroughs  in  Durham.  In  oui 
poorest  quarters  several  families  are  living  under  terrible  conditionf 
of  overcrowding. 

By  reason  of  the  economic  conditions  even  the  weekly  rent' 
of  7/6  now  being  charged  for  the  new  Corporation  kitchen  houses 
is  a barrier  to  many  hoping  to  improve  their  environment.  Thi' 
effect  of  all  this  is  that  the  worst  class  of  housing,  chiefly  in  thf 
Park  Street  area,  is  the  most  crowded.  Potential  movers  ar 
deterred  by  the  steepness  in  the  ladder  of  rents  from  transferring: 
from  one  class  of  property  to  another.  Our  worst  areas  therefor* 
are  crowded  with  people  who  are  in  addition  to  the  habitual  slun 
dwellers,  because  of  the  stoppage  of  the  normal  movement  fron 
poor  to  better  houses. 

During  the  last  ten  years  a total  of  2,705  houses  have  bee: 
built  in  the  town. 

This  figure  would  compare  very  favourably  with  that  of  an 

other  town  of  Darlington’s  size. 

Since  the  passing  of  the  Housing  Act  of  1923,  Darlington  ha 
applied  for  and  been  allotted  1,800  subsidy  certificates. 

Of  the  1,800  already  allotted,  1,755  have  already  been  issue 
or  promised,  and  1,447  subsidy  houses  have  been  completed. 

The  following  figures  show  the  progress  made  in  house  buildin 

since  1918  : — 


Private  Enterprise. 

Without 

With 

By  Corporation. 

Total. 

Subsidy. 

Subsidy. 

1918 

2 

....  — 

....  ...» 

2 

1919 

6 

— 



6 

1920 

17 

— ■ 

— 

17 

1921 

9 

— 

86  .... 

95 

1922 

187 

— 

....  152  ... 

339 

1923 

264 

1 

....  35  .... 

300 

1924 

103 

....  208 

....  18  .... 

329 

1925 

196 

....  299 

....  15  .... 

510 

1926 

81 

....  256 

....  50  .... 

387 

1927 

56 

....  334 

— 

390 

1928 

58 

....  274 

• ••.  •••• 

332 

Total  ....  979 

1372 

356 

2707 

Huts 



••••  •••• 

10 

Council  Houses  outside  Borough  .... 

35 

401 
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It  will  be  noted  that  since  1021  the  Corporation  have  built 
‘91  houses,  and  also  let  ten  huts,  which  are  situated  off  Haughton 
[load. 

Housing  Statistics  for  the  year  1928. 

iTumber  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under 

(b)  and  (c)  ....  ...  ....  ....  ....  ....  332 

{b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts — 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  ....  ....  ....  0 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ....  ....  274 

(c‘)  By  private  enterprise  ....  ....  ....  ....  58 


. — Unfit  Dwelling-houses — 

Inspection — 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-lKUises  inspected  for  ] 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  A042 
Housing  Acts)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ..  . i 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  in- 

spected and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  l)istri(d)  llegulations,  1910,  or 
the  Housing  Consolidation  Regulations,  1925 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  liealth  as  to  190 
be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ....  ....  ’ 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  ' 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  .... 
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I. — Remedv  of  defects  without  service  of  Formal  Notices  : 
Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  taken  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  o dicers  ....  ....  ....  

— Action  under  Statutory  Powers  : — 

{a)  Proceedings  under  Section  3 of  the  Housing  Act,  1925 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  res])ect  of 

which  notices  were  served  rec[uiring  repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 

rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  >• 
notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners 

{b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
owners  ....  ....  ....  ....  / 
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(3)  NumV)er  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  \ 
which  Closing  Orders  became  operative  [ 
in  pursuance  of  declarations  ])y  owners  f ~ 
of  intention  to  close  ....  ....  ....  j 

(h)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  i 45 
defects  to  be  remedied  ....  ....  ....  J 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which 

defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 
formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ....  ....  ....  22 

{lA  Bv  Local  Authoritv  in  default  of 
owners 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  and  15  of  the 
Housing  Acts,  1925  : — 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a 

view  to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ....  j 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  I 
which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  ' 
the  dwelling-houses  having  been  rendered  , 
fit 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  .... 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  .... 

i! 


SECTION  XVL— STATISTICAL  TABLES. 
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1028. 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 

NET  DEATHS  FROM  STATED  CAUSES  AT  VARIOUS 


AGES  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Under  1 Week  I 

1-2  Weeks 

2-3  Weeks 

1 

3-4  Weeks 

Total  under 

1 4 weeks 

4 Weeks — 

3 Months 

. f Certified 

31 

5 

j 

3 

1 

40 

6 

All  causes  j u„eertified  ... 

5 

... 

• • • 

5 

1 

Smallpox 

• « • 

« • « 

Chickenpox  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

Measles 

• • • 

• • • 

Scarlet  Fever 

« • f 

Whooping  Contih 

• • • 

« • * 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

• • • 

Erysipelas 

... 

i 

Influenza 

• « • 

1'  Tuberculous  Meningitis 

• * * 

« • • 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis 

• • • 

• • • 

[ Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

• • • 

« • • 

Menim^itis  (not  Tuber''uloua) 

• • • 

• • • 

Convulsions  ... 

i 

• • • 

1 

1 

Laryngitis 

... 

Bronchitis 

i 

• » • 

i 

1 

, Pneumonia  ^all  forms) 

* • • 

• • • 

1 Diarrhoea 

• • • 

• • • 

'■  Enteritis 

• • • 

• • • 

Gastritis 

• • • 

Gastro  - enteritis 

• • • 

Syphilis 

3 

• • • 

3 

2 

Rickets 

• • • 

• • • 

Suffocation,  overlying 

• • • 

Injury  at  birth 

2 

* • • 

2 

Atelectasis 

• • • 

♦ * * 

• • • 

Congenital  Malformations  .. 

1 

* • * 

• • • 

1 

Premature  Birth 

20 

1 

*•* 

21 

Atrophy,  Debility  and 
'■  Marasmus 

6 

2 

1 

9 

2 

Other  causes  ... 

6 

... 

i 

... 

7 

1 

Totfltls  •••  •••  ••• 

36 

5 

3 

1 

45 

8 
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CQ 
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xi 

4^ 

4^ 
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fer-l 
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Ol 

C*5 

CO 
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••• 
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4 *. 

6 


JNet  x>irtns  in  iiie  year — v-i. 

Net  Deaths  in  the  year — Legitimate  infants,  62  ; males,  43 ; females,  19. 

Illegitimate  infants,  5 : males,  3 ; females,  2. 


Total  Deaths 


CANCER  DEATHS— PARTS  OE  BODY  AFFECTED. 


PARTS 

AFFECTED 

Under 

35 

M ¥ 

35-45 
M F 

1 45-55 

|m  f 

55-65 
U F 

65-75 
M F 

1 75  ( 1 

& over  Total  | 
iM  FIm  F ! 

1 Peritoneum,  Intes- 
tines and  Rectum 

Stomach  and  Liver 
R<‘P?oductivo 

Organs  ... 

Breast 

Other  Glands 

Mouth  and  Throat 

Bones 

... 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

o 

dm 

1 

4 

4 

2 

2 

0 

5 

1 

1 

3 

I 

0 

... 

2 

o 

.> 

2 

3 

s 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

] 

6 

10 

3 

8 

1 

5 

5 

i9 

11 

6 

2 

3 

Other  Parts 

... 

1 

• • • 

2 

... 

1 

1 

O 

1 

Totals 

... 

3 

1 

1 

5 

1 

5] 

1 

13 

10 

11 

7 

31 1 46 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


WARDS.— 19^8. 


Disease 


0) 

cd 

to 

is 

c3 

w 


Smallpox 
Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
j Enteric  Fever 
j Pulmonary  Tubereulosis 
j Dther  lorms  of  Tufjercnlosis 
! Puerperal  Fever 
i Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

Erysipelas  

Ophthalnii.a  Neonatorum 
Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis 
Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Acute  Pneumonia 

. 

thicken-pox  ... 

Measles  and  (German  Measles 
Whooping  Cough 


"-a 

d 

O 

u 

O 


17 

26 

16 

10 

2 

6 

3 


22 

73 

27 

10 


12 

22 

29 

] 

16 


6 

2 


21 

79 

9 

•1 


Eastbourne 

Cockerton  j 

Pierremont 

Central  I 

West 

South 

1 

' 'rt 

7 

10 

11 

11 

7 

10 

So 

32 

101 

23 

34 

18 

33 

326 

26 

16 

14 

11 

18 

17 

157 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

4 

19 

14 

8 

13 

14 

3 

103 

10 

10 

3 

10 

6 

7 

ai 

— 

O 

1 

— 

1 

4 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

6 

5 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

26 

1 

— 

— 

3 

2 

4 

15 

- 

• 

1 

— 

1 

21 

18 

13 

15 

17 

13 

140 

174 

79 

45 

55 

73 

73 

651 

21 

16 

26 

7 

10 

15 

161 

4 

9 

3 

4 

3 

1 

38 

320 

308 

147 

168 

175 

179 

1778 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  1928. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  each  month  during  1928 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 
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CO 

05 
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CO 
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lf5 

00 

0 

cs 

January  

February  

March  

April  

May  

June  

July  

August 

September  

October  

November  

December  

• • • • • • 

— . 1 

Totals  for  1928  ! 

1 

Totals  for  1927  : 

* Cases  of  Whooping  Cough  in  children  under  5 years  of  age  became  notifiable  as  from  1st  February,  1927. 


incidence  of  NOTiFiASLE  DISEASES,  DEATHS  and  ADMISSIONS  TO  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL 

during  the  past  eight  years. 
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Notifiable  since  1923.  f Notifiable  since  1st  October,  1920. 

Cases  of  Whooping  Cough  in  Children  under  5 years  of  age  became  notifiable  on  1st  Februar}^  1927. 
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REMARKS  ON  THE  YEAR. 

The  average  rainfall  for  the  last  4 years  is  29-23. 

Rain  fell  on  255  days  in  1928  and  249  days  in  1927. 

More  rain  fell  in  June  than  in  any  month  since  December  1915,  when  the  total  was  5-73  inches. 
i)th  January,  1929.  T.  J.  MORRISON,  Superintendent  of  Parks. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT, 

1928. 


To  Dr.  G.  A.  Dawson, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

County  Borough  of  Darlington. 


Dear  Sir, 

I herewith  submit  for  your  consideration,  the  Annual  Repori 
of  the  late  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Jno.  R.  Copping,  wh( 
died  suddenly  on  28th  February,  1929.  In  doing  so,  I feel  I musl 
add  a tribute  to  the  memory  of  a very  capable  and  respectec 
Officer,  one  who  always  tried  to  do  his  best  in  all  he  undertook 
In  taking  up  the  duties  of  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  Coiinb 
Borough  of  Darlington,  I do  not  under-rate  the  work  before  m* 
in  following  an  Officer  of  such  ability  and  personality,  as  the  iat( 
Mr.  Copping.  However,  I know  I can  always  depend  upon  yoi 
for  help,  even  generosity  in  times  of  difficulty,  and  I assure  yo\ 
I shall  always  endeavour  to  carry  out  my  duties  in  such  a manner 
that  the  confidence  you  have  already  placed  in  me  shall  not  b' 
forfeited.  I must  also  tender  you  and  the  members  of  the  staf 
sincere  thanks  for  the  very  valuable  assistance  rendered  ii 
carrying  out  the  work  of  the  department.  i 

Genera!  Sanitary  Work. — During  the  past  year  2,051  In 
spections  and  5,622  Re- Inspections  of  houses  were  made  under  tlr 
Public  Health  Acts  and  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Acts. 
948  Informal  Notices  were  served  upon  the  owners  of  properb 
in  respect  of  2,450  nuisances  existing  thereon,  and  in  very  mair 
cases  the  nuisances  were  abated  without  further  action  beini 
necessary.  The  remaining  cases  where  the  notices  were  no 
complied  with,  were  included  in  the  monthly  reports  submittcc 
to  you.  Upon  your  instructions  457  Statutory  Notices  lor  tir 
abatement  of  1,478  nuisances  were  served  during  the  vear.  Hi 
total  number  of  nuisances  abated  in  compliance  with  notice 
served  during  the  year  was  2,646. 
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The  following  is  a summary  of  the  various  headings  under 
hiich  such  notices  were  served  : — 

I 


— 

1 

1 

> 

1 _ 

Number  of  Nuisances 

dealt  with  by 

Informal  Notices 

Number  of  Nuisances 

dealt  w'ith  by 

Formal  Notices  bv 

Order  of  the  Council 

Number  of 

Nuisances  abated 

after  Notice 

nvelling-houses  and  Schools — 

1 

1 Foul  Conditions  .... 

2 

1 

3 

I Structural  Defects 

1156 

952 

1543 

aughter-houses 

2 

— 

1 

>hpits  and  Privies  .... 

202 

108 

221 

^posits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

23 

5 

26 

ater  Closets — 

Drains  stopped  up  and  Defective 

Fittings 

177 

71 

226 

efective  Yard  Paving 

100 

69 

89 

Ifouse  Drainage — 

Yard,  Scullery,  and  Cellar 

Drains,  and  Down-pipes 

stopped  up  and  Defective 

Drains  and  Traps 

351 

166 

415 

No  disconnection  from  Sewer  .... 

7 

o 

7 

Mater  Supply  to  Houses  & Defective 

Fittings  

2 

■ 

2 

> ater  Supply  to  Water  Closets 

1 

. 

1 

(limals  and  Poultry  Improperly 

kept 

8 

1 

7 

efective  Sinks  or  Slopstones 

30 

16  1 

36 

o Slopstones  .... 

53 

46 

19 

3 Pantries 

28 

14 

22 

ables — 

No  Receptacle  for  Manure  and 

Defective  Paving  & Drainage.... 

2 

3 

2 

ving  Vans,  Contravention  of  Bye- 

laws 

— 

24 

21 

iwsheds 

1 



noke  Nuisances 

3 

3 

dthy  Yards 

2 

— 

2 

Totals  for  1928  .... 

2,450 

1,478 

2,646 
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Living  Vans,  Tents,  and  Sheds. — Notices  were  served  in  24 
cases  in  respect  of  contraventions  of  the  Bye-Laws  relating  to 
the  above,  and  21  were  duly  eomplied  with. 

Proceedings  were  taken  against  the  owner  of  land  upon  which 
living  vans  and  sheds  were  situated,  also  against  eight  occupiers 
of  living  vans  and  sheds.  The  Court  made  an  order  for  the 
abatement  of  the  nuisance  existing  and  ordered  the  removal  ol 
the  living  vans  and  sheds. 

Up  to  the  end  of  the  year,  the  owner  of  the  said  land  abated 
the  nuisances  complained  of  to  a great  extent,  and  7 living  vans 
were  removed. 

One  occupier  of  a living  van  and  a shed  did  not  obey  the  ordei 
of  the  Court ; one  did  obey,  but  returned  to  the  land  after  hein^ 
away  for  a short  time. 

Proceedings  for  disobeying  the  said  order  of  the  Court  wen 
pending  at  the  end  of  the  year.  There  were  also  two  other  colonie 
of  living  vans  and  sheds  in  the  Borough,  besides  individual  livinj 
vans  occupying  various  sites  in  other  parts  of  the  Borough. 

Whilst  many  van  dwellers  may  be  quite  decent  citizens,  ther 
are,  unfortunately,  others  who  can  only  be  described  as  distinctl 
undesirable  from  a sanitary  point  of  view  and  the  residents  in  th 
districts  wherein  are  situated  these  colonies  of  Living  Vans  fe< 
they  have  a genuine  grievance  at  being  obliged  to  tolerate  thei 
proximity,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  time  is  long  overdu 
when  the  Borough  must  seek  further  powers  in  order  to  contrc 
what  can  only  be  termed  a menace  to  the  well-being  of  the  town. 

The  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910.- 

During  the  year  193  houses  were  inspected  in  accordance  wit 
the  above  Regulations.  In  169  cases  notices  were  served  for  tt 
remedying  of  sanitary  defects,  and  in  136  cases  such  notices  wei 
complied  with. 

Increase  of  Rent  and  Mortgage  interest  (Restrictions)  Ac 
•j  920.— During  the  year  no  applications  were  received  for  Cer 
ficates  under  Section  2 (2)  of  the  above  Act. 

Sanitary  Conveniences. — ^During  the  year  there  have  been  <- 
water-closets  substituted  for  81  privy-ashpits.  In  17  cases  t le. 
substitutions  were  carried  out  by  the  owners  voluntarily,  ar> 
in  the  remaining  64  cases  under  the  conversion  schemes. 
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Four  privy-ashi)its  and  1 privy-pan  have  been  removed  and 
ro  water  elosets  substituted  where  the  premises  were  already 
/'rovided  with  a water  eloset.  In  4-  of  these  cases  tipping  bins, 
ind  in  1 case  a portable  bin,  were  provided  for  the  deposit  of 
Household  refuse. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  various  forms  of  sanitary  con- 
ii  eniences  in  use  in  the  Borough  ; — 


Water-closets 

....  ....  .... 

11,880 

Combined  Privy-ashpits 

....  ....  .... 

6,448 

Privy-pans  .... 



165 

Old  Privy-middens  .... 

.... 

• 12 

Total 

18,505 

Infectious  Diseases. — During  the  year  326  cases  of  Scarlet 
v^^ever,  157  cases  of  Diphtheria,  4 cases  of  Typhoid  or  Enteric 
v^^ever,  26  cases  of  Erysipelas,  1 case  of  Encephalitis  Lethargica 
find  85  eases  of  Small-pox  were  notified.  Detailed  enquiries 
'jvere  made  in  each  ease  and  the  necessary  precautions  taken  against 
t,he  spread  of  infection. 

I The  85  cases  of  Smallpox  caused  a very  large  amount  of 
Hixtra  work  as,  in  addition  to  the  usual  enquiries,  over  4,734  visits 
sivere  paid  to  contacts. 

The  following  are  particulars  of  the  fumigation  of  houses  and 
iDther  buildings,  and  the  disinfection  of  bedding,  clothing,  etc., 
5iuring  the  year  : — 


Fumigations 

Lots  of 

Hos- 

pitals 

Houses 

1 

Schools 

and 

other 

Buildings 

Rooms 

Bedding  and 
Clothing 
Disinfected 

infectious  Disease 
other  than  Tuber- 
culosis, Cancer,  etc. 

5 

551 

2 

706 

549 

Tuberculosis 

— 

36 

— 

50 

25 

Cancer 

— 

5 

— 

7 

7 

Measles,  etc. 

5 

14 

6 

Totals 

5 

597 

2 

777 

587 

Factories,  Workshops  and  Work-places.-  The  number  of 
Workshops,  including  Ikdivchouses,  on  the  llegister  at  the  31st 
December,  1928,  was  417,  and  the  munber  of  Factories,  184. 
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During  the  year  680  Inspections  have  been  made  and  the 
following  is  a list  of  the  defects  found  and  dealt  with  : — 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 


Found 

Re- 

medied 

Want  of  cleanliness 

4 

3 

Want  of  ventilation 

2 

0 

Other  nuisances  .... 

13 

11 

Sanitary  ‘Accommodation — 

Insufficient  .... 

3 

Unsuitable  or  Defective 

25 

20 

Want  of  cleanliness 

6 

6 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

3 

3 

Not  separate  approach 

1 

1 

Not  provided  with  proper  means  of 
escape  in  case  of  fire  .... 

1 

1 

Total  .... 

58 

47 

Four  notices  of  defects  to  be  dealt  with  under  Public 
Health  Acts  were  received  from  the  Factory  Inspector,  and  ii 
each  case  the  premises  were  inspected,  notices  served  when 
necessary,  and  the  defects,  in  all  cases  but  one,  were  remedied. 


Outworkers. — 22  lists  containing  the  names  of  26  Outworkers, ^ 
were  received  and  6 inspections  of  the  premises  of  such  Outworkers 
were  made. 


Food  and  Drugs. — ^During  the  year  245  samples  were  taken 
for  Analysis  as  follows  : — 


New  Milk  .... 
Spirits 

Provisions,  etc. 


127 

12 

106 


Total  245 


Of  the  127  samples  of  New  Milk,  61  were  from  Purveyors  of 
Milk  carrying  on  business  in  the  Borough  and  66  from  Purveyors 
of  Milk  carrying  on  business  but  not  residing  in  the  Borough — 109 
samples  were  morning  samples  and  18  were  afternoon  samples. 

126  samples  of  New  Milk,  and  12  samples  of  Spirit,  were  1 
Formal  Samples,  and  the  remaining  sample  of  Milk,  and  the  lOO 
samples  of  Provisions,  &c.,  were  Informal  samples. 
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208  samples  were  of  genuine  quality  and  37  were  below 
standard. 

Of  the  37  samples  below  standard,  33  were  of  milk,  and  4 
1 >f  Provisions  and  the  following  are  particulars  of  the  acti  on 
j aken  : — 


■flamples  Nos,  1,  17,  47,  48,  50,  51,  56,  57, 
81,  83,  84.,  97,  203,  204,  205,  206  .... 

Samples  Nos.  42,  43,  44  and  45 
[llamples  Nos.  64,  68,  88,  101,  194 
inample  No.  65 
[>ample  No.  69 
[iiample  No.  70 

[samples  Nos.  71,  72,  73,  108,  109 
sample  No.  74 
tiiample  No.  77 
[ (ample  No.  78 
[Sample  No.  92 


No  action  taken. 
Ue]K)rted  to  Police. 
Further  samples  taken. 
Fined  10/-  and  Costs. 
Fined  10/-  and  Costs. 
Case  dismissed. 
Appeal  samples. 

Case  Withdrawn. 

Case  dismissed. 

Case  dismissed. 

Case  dismissed. 


iVIlLK  (Special  Designations)  ORDER,  1923. 

The  Special  Designations  under  which  Milk  may  be  sold  in 
r ursuance  of  this  Order  are  : — “ Certilicd,”  “ Grade  A (Tuberculin 
: ’ested),”  “ Grade  A ” and  “ Pasteurised.” 

During  the  year  2 Licenses  were  granted  for  the  Sale  of 
: ‘asteuriscd  Milk  and  they  are  the  only  2 Licenses  now  in  operation 
1 the  Dorough  under  the  above  Order. 

IViELK  AND  DABRIES  ORDER,  1926. 

There  were  20  Milk  Producers  and  151  Milk  Retailers  ujKm 
he  Register  at  the  31st  December  1928,  3 Producers  and  15 
ietailers  having  discontinued  and  2 Producers  and  19  Retailers 
'ere  added  to  the  Register. 

There  are  46  persons  retailing  milk  in  the  liorough  who  reside 
utside  the  Rorough  Roundary,  an  increase  of  9 as  compared 
^ith  the  previous  year. 

There  were  20  cowsheds  on  the  register  in  the  Rorough,  one 
eing  discontinued  during  1928.  These  were  frc(pieiitly  inspected 
•y  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  have  been  conducted  in  a fairlv 
atisfactory  manner.  Owing  to  the  death  of  Mr.  F.  H.  Sanderson, 
0 Veterinary  Inspection  was  carried  out.  A Minute  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  Markets,  etc.,  Sub-Committee,  held  on  the  14th 
November,  1928.  relating  to  the  ap])ointment  of  a Vetcrinarv 
urgeon  in  succession  to  the  late  Mr.  F.  H.  Sanderson. 
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It  was  resolved  that  the  eonsideration  of  the  matter  be 
deferred,  and  that  in  the  meantime  the  ehairman  obtain  informa- 
tion as  to  the  possibility  of  securing  the  services  of  the  Veterinary 
Inspector  appointed  by  the  Durham  County  Council. 

It  may  be  opportune  to  state  here  that  the  two  Assistani 
Sanitary  Inspectors  and  myself  (then  Chief  Assistant)  attendee 
a course  in  the  Hygiene  of  Milk  Production, for  Sanitary  Inspectors 
held  at  Middlesbrough  during  October,  November  and  Decembe} 
of  1928,  held  by  the  University  of  Leeds  and  the  Yorkshire  Counci 
for  Agricultural  Education. 

The  subjects  dealt  with  included  : — 

(1)  The  Chemistry  of  Milk. 

(2)  The  Bacteriology  of  Milk. 

(3)  A general  survey  of  the  Milk  industry ; legislation 
farm  buildings  ; clean  milk  methods  in  cowshei 
and  dairy. 

(4)  Health  of  cattle  in  relation  to  fhe  production  c 
milk. 


The  latter  portion  was  presided  over  by  H.  E.  Bowef 
F.R.C.V.S.,  Lecturer  in  Veterinary  Hygiene  and  was  most  valuabl 
to  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  in  as  much,  at  each  visit  made  to  th 
Cowsheds  in  the  Borough  by  the  Inspectors  any  abnornn 
condition  obtaining  in  reference  to  the  health  of  the  cows  woul 
have  been  reported  to  you.  I am  pleased  to  state  that  n 
abnormal  condition  Avas  noted. 


) 

Before  concluding  these  notes  on  milk,  I would  like  to  mention 
a subiect  very  closely  allied— Ice  cream,  its  manufacture  an 
distribution.  Up  to  the  present,  Darlington  has  not  had  an 
serious  outbreaks  of  illness  traceable  to  this  popular  commodity. 
At  the  same  time  I feel  that  steps  should  now  be  taken  to  obtai 
special  powers  to  further  control  the  making  and  selling  ot  1 
Cream.  We  must  not  forget  that  it  is  the  children  who  are  I 
nrincipal  consumers  of  this  article  and  it  should  be  made  possiDi 
bv  registration  to  prevent  Ice  Cream  being  made  in  impropi 
places  and  under  dirty  conditions.  As  the  law  stands  at 
the  Inspector  must  definitely  prove  contamination.  We  «<> 
to  anticipate  this  and  in  so  doing  protect  tlie  public  Ironi 
very  potential  menace  to  health. 
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Milk  and  Cream  Regulations,  1912  and  1917. — The  whole 
: of  the  127  samples  of  New  Milk  were  examined  for  Preservatives 
I but  in  no  case  W'as  any  Preservative  found.  No  samples  of 
1 Cream  were  taken. 

Inspection  of  Meat  and  other  Foods. — The  total  number  of 
»;beef  and  veal  animals  inspected  at  the  time  of  slaughter  or  im- 
) mediately  afterwards  was  6,126,  which  is  about  90  per  cent,  of 
) the  total  beef  and  veal  animals  slaughtered  in  the  Borougli. 

There  have  been  136  cases  of  emergency  slaughter,  involving 
55  cows,  10  bulls,  19  bullocks,  27  heifers,  6 calves,  6 sheep,  5 
[(lambs  and  8 pigs,  notified  for  inspection,  and  as  a result  of  these 
f- inspections  the  carcasses  and  all  organs  of  8 cows,  2 bullocks, 
15  heifers,  1 calf,  4 sheep,  2 lambs  and  3 pigs,  and  portions  only 
of  the  earcasess  of  11  cows,  2 bulls,  5 bullocks,  9 heifers,  1 sheep, 
;I4  lambs,  1 calf,  and  5 pigs  were  condemned  and  destroyed. 

Of  the  above  eases  71  animals  were  killed  and  dressed  outside 
i'the  Borough  and  65  in  Slaughter-houses  in  the  Borough. 


There  were  also  117  pigs  slaughtered  by  or  on  behalf  of 
1 Allotment  Holders  who  are  not  butchers,  the  time  and  place  of 
slaughter  having  been  notified.  Of  these  1 })ig  was  totally  con- 
: denined  and  destroyed.  Eighty-one  of  these  pigs  were  slaughtered 
in  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough,  the  remaining  36  pigs 
[Were  slaughtered  and  dressed  on  the  various  allotments.  This 
I was  due  to  the  fact  that  the  Butchers  in  the  Borough  refused 
to  allow  the  Allotment-holders’  pigs  to  be  slaughtered  in  their 
I slaughterhouses.  In  each  case  the  place  and  time  of  slaughter 
was  notified  by  the  owners  of  these  pigs  and  the  shed  or  other 
[place  wherein  the  Pigs  were  slaughtered  was  thoroughly  cleansed 
before  permission  was  given  to  slaughter.  This  entailed  a heavy 
[Strain  on  the  Inspectorate  as  most  of  these  animals  were  killed 
during  the  week  preceding  Christmas,  at  a time  when  the 
attention  of  the  Inspectors  was  much  needed  in  the  inspection  of 
oods  generally.  If  a public  slaughterhouse  had  been  in  existence 
at  the  time,  it  would  have  been  a great  boon  to  all  concerned. 

total  weight  of  food  condemned  and  destroyed  during 
the  year  was  14  tons,  10  cwts.,  5 stone,  8^  lbs. 

The  whole  of  the  food  condemned  was  voluntarily 
surrendered  by  the  owners  and  destroyed. 
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The  following  is  a brief  Summary  of  all  Food  condemned 


during  the  year  : — 

Summary. 

Tons 

76  whole  Carcasses  and  all  organs  12 

Cwts. 

10 

Stones 

3 

Lbs. 

8 

Portions  of  Carcasses 

0 

8 

3 

2 

44  sets  of  Lungs 

0 

4 

3 

4 

71  Livers  .... 

0 

7 

5 

2 

20  Heads  and  Tongues  

0 

4 

3 

10 

Mesenteries  and  Pigs’  Plucks 

0 

0 

3 

lOl 

Udders 

0 

1 

0 

12 

Kidneys  and  Skirts  

0 

0 

2 

13 

Tinned  Foods,  etc. 

0 

1 

3 

7 

Imported  Meat 

0 

11 

4 

o 

8 

o 

Stomachs  .... 

0 

0 

o 

Total  of  Meat  and  other  Foods 

condemned 

14 

10 

5 

Slaup'hter-Houscs. — ^The  number  of  licensed  private  slaughter- 
houses in  use  at  31st  Dec.,  1928,  was  39.  The  whole  of  the 
slaughter-houses  are  held  on  License,  13  being  for  12  months,  1 
for  6 months,  and  16  for  3 months,  and  during  the  year  4,757 

inspections  were  made. 

The  question  of  concentrating  the  slaughtering  in  the  Borough 
is  still  under  consideration  by  the  Special  Sub- Committee,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  the  erection  by  the  Corporation  of  a Slaugh^r-house- 
at  the  Cattle  Market  to  provide  accommodation  for  the  Butchers: 
who  would  be  dispossessed  under  the  proposed  scheme  will  soon  be 
an  accomplished  fact. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (Meat)  REGULATIONS,  1924.  i 

There  have  been  breaches  of  these  Regulations  by  7 Butcheu^^ 
during  the  year,  and  warnings  were  given  by  letter  m each  case. 


Offensive  Trades. — During  the  year  7 applications  were 

made  for  Fish  Fryers’  Licences,  and  all  refused.  _ 

The  number  of  premises  now  used  for  offensive  trades  anc 

duly  licensed  is  36  as  follows  : 

1 Gut  Scraper. 

30  Fish  Fryers. 

1 Fellmonger. 

1 Fat  Rendering  and  Tripe  Boiling. 

2 Fat  Rendering. 

1 Rag  and  Bone  Dealer. 


75 


There  are  also  29  Fried  Fish  Shops  in  the  Borough  not  on 
1 le  Register,  liaving  been  established  prior  to  the  date  of  the 
rder  under  which  tliey  were  Scheduled  as  Offensive  Trades. 

' One  Licensed  Rag  and  Bone  Dealer’s  business  has  been 
scontinued  during  the  year. 

; The  whole  of  the  ])remises  are  under  super\ision,  and  are 
i;pt  in  a fairly  satisfactory  condition. 

« Shops  Acts,  1912-13,  and  Shops  (Early  Closing)  Act,  1920, 
ild  Amendment  Act,  1921  —There  are  still  2 Compulsory  Orders 
operation  affecting  respectively  shops  in  which  is  carried  on 
te  Sale  of  Meat,  and  shops  in  which  is  carried  on  the  Sale  of 
ii:uit.  Vegetables  and  Flowers,  and  3 Orders  under  the  Shop 
jiours  Act,  1904,  affecting  Chemists  and  Druggists,  Hairdressers 
lid  Barbers,  and  Boot  and  Shoe  Dealers. 

L During  the  year  there  have  l)een  several  contraventions  of 
te  above  Acts  and  Orders,  and  written  or  personal  warnings  were 
[^^en  to  the  offenders. 

i 

Fertilizers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926. 

i The  above  Act  repeals  tlie  Fertilizers  & Feeding  Stuffs  Act, 
'06,  and  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  July,  1928. 

1 The  late  Mr.  Chopping  was  ap})ointed  Insi)ector  and  Ollicial 
impler  under  the  Act,  and  Mr.  C.  J.  II.  Stock,  Agricultural 
i-ialyst,  and  such  appointments  have  been  ajiprovcd  by  the 
linistr}^  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  It  has  not  been  found 
■cessary  to  take  any  action  under  the  above  named  Act. 


Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919. 

The  total  number  of  rats  actually  killed  by  the  Rat  Catcher 
iring  the  year  was  1,341,  but  these  figures  do  not  include  the 
ts  that  were  poisoned. 

The  following  are  the  ])rincipal  places  at  which  the  rats  have 
en  destroyed  : — 

Snipe  Tip  


Sewage  Farm  .... 
North  Road  Tij) 
Grange  Road  Tip 
Sundry  Premises 


30 

180 

25 

38 


1,341 

Two  Informal  Notices  were  served  and  com})lied  with. 
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Cominon  Lodging-Houses. — There  are  4 Common  Lodgin; 
houses  on  the  Register,  with  accommodation  for  401  lodger 

The  whole  of  the  lodging-houses  are  regularly  and  frequent 
inspected,  and  the  same  are  kept  in  a fair  food  condition  and  tl 
Bye-Laws  fairly  well  observed. 

In  conclusion,  I trust  this  report  will  be  satisfactory  to  yc 
in  every  respect. 

I am, 

Yours  respectfully, 

ALBERT  EDW.  WARE, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspecic 
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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  DARLINGTON. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Memhers  of  the 
Educatioti  Com  mittee. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  lionour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  of  the  wort 
of  the  Sehool  Medieal  Service  for  the  year  ending  3ist  December 
1928. 

Three  routine  inspections  of  Elementary  School  children,  alor^ 
with  the  special  inspections  and  re-inspections  of  other  age  groups 
were  carried  out.  The  growing  co-operation  of  parents,  heac; 
teachers  and  staff,  as  noted  in  previous  years,  continues,  reflecting 
a high  degree  of  interest  in  the  future  welfare  of  our  town. 

During  the  year  the  new  Barnard  School  was  opened,  anc 
already  much  success  has  been  noted  in  the  very  difficult  work  of 
that  Special  School.  Our  first  Health  Week  on  a large  scale  ii: 
Schools  was  held  during  November  and  proved  to  be  an  excellent 
stimulus  to  teachers,  scholars  and  parents.  i 

I' 

The  New  Open  Air  School  at  Harrowgate  Hill,  which  is  almost 
completed,  will  supply  a long  felt  want  in  providing  for  the  edu- 
cation of  120  debilitated  boys  and  girls  under  ideal  conditions. 

The  work  during  the  year  has  been  excellently  maintained  by 
the  same  colleagues  as  in  the  previous  year,  and  I wish  here  tc 
record  my  great  appreciation  of  their  worth. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Sein  ant, 

5th  April,  1929.  GEORGE  A.  DAWSON. 
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STAFF  OF  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICE. 


School  Medical  Office)' — 

G.  A.  DAWSON,  M.D.,  M.B.,  l^.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  School  Medical  Officers — 

ISOBEL  C.  BROWN,  M.B.,  Ch.l3.,  D.P.H. 

THOMAS  FERGUSON,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.  (IM).,  D.P.H. 

(part  time). 

Ophthahnic  Surgeon — 

A.  T.  PATERSON,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S.E.,  D.P.H. 
(Commenced  duties  16tli  February,  1928). 


W.  S.  THACKER-NEVILLE,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S.I. 
(Resigned  8th  February,  1928). 

School  Dental  Officer — 

.1.  L.  L1DDP:LL,  L.D.S., 

Nurses — 

AGNES  GARDNER  (Senior  Nurse). 

. CATHERINE  GARDNER, 

GLADYS  M.  WHITTAKER. 

Clerks — 

DORIS  :\l.  BURRELL. 
ELIZABETH  DENT, 

MAY  CHARLTON. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


The  Darlington  School  child  of  to-day  will  bear  very  favourat 
comparison  with  the  child  of  any  of  our  Northern  towns,  and 
certainly  a very  much  better  specimen  than  the  pre-war  child, 
far  as  we  can  judge  from  pre-war  statistics  of  height  and  weigh 
The  five-year  old  child  is  approximately  3 lbs  heavier  than  I 
prototype  of  1910,  chiefly  owing  to  the  work  of  our  Maternity  ai 
Child  Welfare  Branch  of  the  Public  Services,  while  the  12  year-c 
child  is  4 lbs  heavier.  The  closer  co-ordination  of  all  our  heal 
services,  particularly  that  of  our  Maternity  and  Child  Welfa 
work  for  the  pre-school  child  with  that  of  the  School  Medic 
Service,  by  the  establishment  of  routine  inspection  of  all  our  pji 
school  children  at  our  Clinics  and  Nursery  School  by  the  Medic 
Officers,  will  further  improve  on  the  success  we  have  alreat 
attained. 


Health  is  a possession  to  be  prized,  yet  valued  only  when 
has  been  lost.  It  does  not  come  by  chance.  Though  it  is  a biii 
right,  it  is  not  entirely  acquired  by  heredity.  Its  chief  source  is 
education  and  self  discipline.  Though  we  agree  “ that  the  hoi 
hearth  is  the  real  nursery  ” or  should  be  the  real  nursery  of  chi' 
hood,  no  effort  should  be  spared  to  impress  a school  influence  a 
have  it  carried  into  the  home.  That  hygiene  can  be  made  c 
tremely  popular  amongst  children,  has  been  recently  demonstrat, 
by  the  Health  Week  organized  during  November,  during  whii 
an  unmistakeable  enthusiasm  was  aroused  in  all  practical  heal  i 
work.  The  work  should  be  part  and  parcel  of  the  curriculum  < 
undoubtedly  the  school  period  is  the  age  at  which  to  introdi  i 
the  vital  subject.  The  teaching  of  theory  only  avails,  wh 
healthy  living  becomes  a habit. 

The  essential  part  of  our  educational  programme  is  t 
inculcation  by  the  teacher  of  the  ideals  of  right  thinking  and  rig 
living  in  an  atmosphere  of  fresh  air,  sunshine  and  practical  demc 
stration. 
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NUMF^ER  OE  SCHOOI.S  AND  .SCfFOLARS. 


The  following  table  shows  how  the  sehool  po])ulation  is 
Btribiited  throughout  the  Secondary,  P^lementary  and  Special 


hools  as  on  the  31st  December,  102S. 

Grammar  Scliool  (Hoys)  ....  ....  ....  ....  3<S() 

High  School  (Girls)  ....  ....  ....  ....  337 

Central  Secondary  School  (Hoys  and  Girls)  ....  33G 

Junior  Technical  School  (Ik^ys)  ....  ....  ....  158 

13  Council  Elementary  Schools,  comprising  21 

De))artments  (Hoys  and  Girls)  ....  ....  7,589 

8 Non-provided  Elementary  Schools  comprising 

11  Departments  (Ih)ys  and  Girls)  ....  ....  2,097 

Harnard  School  for  Sub-normal  ('hildren  (Boys 

and  Girls)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  00 

0])cn  Air  School  (Girls)  ....  ....  ....  ....  50 


Total  ....  11,019 

I’he  Number  of  CbiSdrcn  in  the  elementary  schools  at  mid-year, 
!'28,  was  divided  u})  as  follows  : — 

l?oys’  Departments  ....  ....  3, -128  ) 

Girls’  Departments  ....  ....  3,557  I Total  10,035 

Infants’  (Mixed)  Departments  3,050  ) 


MK\)\ VA  F.  I NS  V ECTlON. 


The  number  of  children  submitted  to  routitic  ins})ection  in 
le  Elementary  Schools  was  3,005  ; in  addition  to  these  2,031 
lildren  were  examined  for  s})eciai  reasons  and  9,530  were  re- 
:amined.  At  the  Secondary  Schools  3 rouline  ins] )ccl ions  of 
itrants,  intermediates  and  leavers  were  held,  and  1,003  })u})ils 
•fere  examined.  The  Nursery  School  was  visited  weekly. 

In  addition  to  the  routine  ins})ections,  194  children  were 
ledically  examined  as  candidates  for  Scholarshi])s  in  the  Sccon- 
-ary  Schools.  Routine  inspections  at  tlie  hJementary  Schools 
; ere  in  general  made  only  twice  during  the  year  so  as  to  avoid 
le  loss  of  time  which  often  occurs  when  there  is  onlv  a small 
lumber  of  children  to  be  examined  at  a school. 
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Of  the  3,065  children  submitted  to  routine  inspection  in  th 
Elementary  Schools  (see  Table  II.),  454  were  found  to  be  sufferin 
from  defects  (other  than  uncleanliness,  defective  clothing  ani 
footgear,  and  dental  diseases)  which  required  treatment;  1,15 
had  defects  which  necessitated  their  being  kept  under  observatior 
Details  of  these  defects  are  set  out  in  the  Tables  at  the  end  of  thi 
Report. 

The  percentage  of  children  found  at  routine  inspection  t 
require  treatment  has  fallen  to  a record  low  figure  of  14-8% 

Wesgllt  ©f  SchooS  Gllifdren. — The  following  table  compare 
the  weight  of  the  school  children  examined  in  1927  and  1928 
with  corresponding  weights  before  the  war,  and  also  with  averag . 
weights  of  Elementary  School  children  in  England  and  Wales 
as  given  in  “ The  Health  and  Physique  of  School  Children, 
published  by  tlie  Ratan  Tata  Foundation  in  1913. 


Weights  in  Pounds. 


Age  5 

Age  8 

Age  12 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Bo3^s 

Girls 

England  & Wales  1913 

38-5 

37-6 

52-2 

! 49-8 

t 

73-0 

73-9 

Darlington,  1910 

38-2 

37-1 

... 

1 

! 

... 

... 

„ 1914  ... 

39*3 

38-0 

... 

j 

j 

1 

71-0 

70-7 

1927  ... 

41-5 

39-8 

53-1 

i 61-7 

77-0 

77-8 

5>  1928  ... 

41-2 

39-8 

53-4 

' 51.6 

76-9 

79-5 

The  general  increase  over  pre-war  figures  is  well  marked. 


yncfeanlisiess. — Routine  medical  inspection  does  not,  fc 
obvious  reasons,  afford  a good  measure  of  the  prevalence  ( 
uncleanly  conditions.  The  routine  surprise  surveys  by  tl 
Nurses  are  a better  guide  to  the  actual  state  of  affairs. 

The  School  Nurses  paid  302  visits  to  22  schools,  and  made  61 
home  visits  in  connexion  with  the  cleanliness  of  the  children.  Pt 
this  purpose  17,076  examinations  of  children  were  made,  and  i 
622  cases  (3.6  per  cent.)  nits  were  found  in  the  hair  ; verminoi 
bodies  were  found  in  2 cases.  All  these  children  were  inspects 
at  intervals  of  two  or  three  weeks,  and  at  the  end  of  the  terms  nil 
were  found  in  onl}^  122  cases,  all  of  which  showed  im})roveinen  i 
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' Tonsils  and  Adenoids. — Of  the  children  examined  during 
;iutine  inspections  467  (15.2  per  cent.)  were  found  to  have  adenoids 
[]  unhealthy  tonsils,  or  both.  Operation  was  advised  in  140 
;ses  (4.5  per  cent.),  but  in  the  less  severe  cases  palliative  measures 
ere  recommended  and  ex])]ained  to  the  parents.  The  want  of 
^ rrect  training  in  handkerchief  drill  and  nose  breathing  predisposes 
r this  defect,  with ‘its  subsequent  deformities  of  the  shoulders, 
)id  chest  diseases. 

r Tuberculosis.  Ten  cases  of  definite  ])ulmonary  tuberculosis 
ere  found  in  the  course  of  medical  inspection.  Of  non- 
/ilmonary  forms  cervical  glands  were  invoh'ed  in  2 cases,  and 
!:ines,  joints,  the  skin  and  other  organs  in  5 cases.  In  addition 
r these  many  of  the  cases  returned  under  Bronchitis  are  being 
pt  under  careful  observation. 

J Skin  Disease. — There  were  57  children  referred  for  treatment 

:,i  account  of  skin  disease.  Several  of  these  children  were  excluded 

.jiii  school  until  treatment  was  completed  and  they  were  certified 

be  from  infection  bv  a medical  ollicer. 

%/ 


^ Vision. — The  percentage  of  the  7-8  and  12-1 4 year  old  children 
) iind  to  have  defective  vision  needing  treatment,  is  shown  in 
he  following  taljle  : — 


7-8  Years 

12-14  Years 

No. 

examined 

No. 

referred 

for 

treatment 

Per- 

centage 

No. 

examined 

No. 

referred 

for 

treatment 

Per- 

centage 

oys  ... 

660 

28 

4-2 

341 

45 

13-2 

iris 

620 

38 

6-1 

431 

66 

13 

Ear  Disease  and  Deafness. — Twenty-nine  (.9  per  cent.) 
hildren  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  ear  disease  or  deafness, 
nd  were  referred  for  treatment.  Infectious  diseases  (especially 
leasles)  and  adenoids  are  the  exciting  causes  in  nearly  all  cases, 
hscharging  ears,  once  so  common  and  so  objectionable  in  a 
lass-room,  are  not  nearly  so  numerous. 
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Nurses  follow  yp_  work.— The  follo^ving  up  of  defectivi 
children  by  the  nurses  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  and  necessan 
branches  of  our  work.  For  the  purpose  of  following  up  defect 
other  than  uncleanliness,  the  School  Nurses  paid  2,174  home  visits 


^ rviedical  Examination  of  Teachers.— Forty-two  Teachers  anc 
4 Caretakers  were  medically  examined  during  the  year  by  the 
staff. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

There  was  no  serious  outbreak  of  Infectious  Disease  during 
the  year.  The  contacts  excluded,  or  kept  under  observation  at 
the  schools,  amounted  to  a total  of  1,038  scholars. 


Smallpox. — Mainly  owing  to  the  close  supervision  of  al 
suspected  cases  Darlington  has  not  suffered  severely. 

There  were  notified  and  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospita 
35  cases  of  Smallpox  amongst  children  of  school  age,  comparec 
with  50  cases  in  the  previous  year.  Though  the  prevalent  type  : 
was  on  the  whole  mild,  we  had  one  death,  directly  due  to  smallpox  i 
in  a girl  of  thirteen  years  of  age.  Needless  to  add,  vaccinatec  : 
children  escaped. 


ChickCiipox,  which  is  always  notifiable  in  the  presence  ol 
Smallpox,  accounted  for  433  notifications  amongst  children  oi 
school  age.  In  each  case  a member  of  the  Staff  verified  th(  i 
diagnosis.  ii 

tl 

Scarlet  Fever. — Two  hundred  and  twelve  cases  were  notified  • 
There  was  only  one  death.  The  good  results  were  largely  due  tc, 
the  mild  type  of  the  present  form  and  to  the  use  of  the  new  seriiir  i 
treatment  in  the  severe  cases. 

Diphthdfia. — This  disease  is  certainly  one  of  the  most  treach-  • 
erous  of  diseases  amongst  our  school  children.  During  the  yeai 
there  was  an  increase  in  both  incidence  and  virulence.  There 
were  105  cases  with  5 deaths.  The  protection  of  the  individual 
by  means  of  the  Schick  Test  and  subsequent  immunization  would 
serve  to  reduce  the  number  of  these  cases  and  deaths.  - 
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MeasSes  and  German  Measles. — These  two  diseases  exhibit 
Iternate  years  of  a])pearance  in  epidemie  form.  While  1927  was 
n epidemic  year  with  3,500  cases  of  children  of  all  ages  and  17 
‘ eaths,  1928  was  a very  cpiiet  year  with  only  69  cases  and  no  deaths. 

It  is  important  that  mothers  should  realize  that  Measles  and 
Vliooping  Cough  usually  considered  so  trivial  are  really  two  of  the 
reatest  enemies  of  our  child  life. 

I 

School  Closure. — It  was  not  found  necessary  to  advise  the 
i losing  of  the  schools  by  reason  of  epidemic  illness,  and  it  is  also 
ratifying  to  report  that  at  no  time  during  the  year  was  it  necessary 
3 give  the  usual  certificate  for  grant  purposes  by  the  School 
ledical  Officer  under  the  Elementary  Education  Provisional  Code, 

. 922,  when  the  attendances  in  any  Department  fall  below  60% 
wing  to  Infectious  Disease. 

Tuberculosis. — Eighteen  eases  of  Pulmonary  and  32  cases  of 
i^on-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year. 
\ibereulosis  aeeounted  for  13  deaths  of  children  of  school  age. 

HEALTH  WEEK. 

In  eonj unction  with  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  the 
lealth  Committees  a sjieeial  Health  Week  was  held  during  the 
eriod  4th  to  10th  November,  1928. 

The  Campaign  proved  a eom])letc  success,  and  exceeded 
xpeetations  in  tlie  ])ublic  interest  which  was  aroused,  chiefly  in 
lie  schools  and  cinemas.  Special  jiosters  and  handbills  were 
I Tinted  and  distributed  in  the  schools,  the  clinics,  workshops, 
i inemas  and  places  of  amusement.  Through  the  eo-operation  of 
lie  Press  the  subject  of  health  was  ke])t  in  the  forefront  during 
' he  whole  week,  in  the  morning  and  evening  papers.  The  jiresent 
ay  appeal  of  the  Cinema  was  used  as  the  medium  for  the  better 
'art  of  the  jiropaganda  and  through  the  willing  eo-o])eration  of 
' he  Managers  of  all  the  Picture  Theatres  in  the  town  fifteen  special 
' liras  dealing  with  Dental,  Maternitv  and  Child  Welfare  and 
i lental  Welfare  subjects  were  exhibited.  Four  special  sessions 
' ijere  held  for  the  senior  scholars  at  the  Empire  and  Seala  Picture 
dieatres.  Almost  4,000  children,  along  with  the  180  students 
! rom  the  Training  College  attended.  Introductory  and  explanatory 
addresses  were  given  by  the  Mayor,  the  Ex-Mayor,  Councillor 
J.  Best  and  Councillor  Chandler,  who  acted  as  Chairmen,  and 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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In  the  schools  special  lessons  were  given  based  principally 
upon  “The  Handbook  for  Teachers  ” prepared  by  Sir  George 
Newman,  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the  Board  of  Education.  The 
Head  Teachers  exhibited  their  intense  keenness  in  presenting  the 
subject  in  the  most  interesting  manner,  most  of  them  realizing 
that  a Health  Week  has  the  important  task  of  introduction  of  a 
Health  Year,  in  cultivating  that  practice  and  sense  of  duty,  and 
that  health  conscience  which  is  essential  for  the  protection  of  our. 
future  well-being. 

In  order  to  carry  on  the  good  work,  health  leaflets  and  posters 
will  be  distributed  from  time  to  time. 


The  following  is  a list  of  the  films  exhibited  during  the  week  : — 


“ A Brush  with  the  Enemy  ” 
“ Don’t  wait  till  it  hurts  ” 

“ Your  Mouth  ” 

“ Tommy  Tucker’s  Tooth  ” 

“ Care  of  the  Teeth  ” 

“ The  Leaflet  ” 


\ 


^ Dental  Films 

/ 


“ A Place  in  the  Sun  ” 

“ Motherhood  ” 

“ The  work  of  an  Infant  Welfare 
Centre  ” 

“ Who  was  to  Blame  ” 

“ Our  Children  ” 

“ Empire  Builders  ” 

“ Almost  a Tragedy  ” 

“ Giro  the  Germ  ” 


Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare 
Films 


^ Health  and 
J Cleanliness  Films 


“ Central  Association  for  Mental  Welfare  ” Film. 


ANTHROPOMETRIC  INQUIRY. 

Two  3^ears  ago  at  the  instance  of  a Board  of  Education  Com-  c 
mittee,  of  which  Sir  George  Newman  is  Chairman,  we  arranged  ^ 
to  carry  out  an  inquiry  into  the  present  day  Anthropometric  r 
Standards  reached  by  the  children  in  our  Elementaiy  Schools.  > 
It  was  felt  that  the  time  had  come  for  a new  stock-taking  througb-  i 
out  the  country  and  in  obtaining  particulars  of  approximatelv  1 
24,000  boys  and  girls,  from  representative  areas,  the  practica. 
material  has  been  provided  as  a basis  for  ex])crt  consideration  anc  \ 
conclusions. 
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In  Darlington  we  collected  statistics  of  371  boys  and  272  girls, 
full  rei)ort  on  the  data  is  now  in  preparation  underthe  iinine{liate 
supervision  of  Professor  N.  Greenwood,  b .R.S.  So  far  we  have 
• ’eceived  a special  report  on  the  heights  and  weights  of  the  children, 
[t  is  important  to  remember  that  different  age  groujvs  are  very 
-anevenly  re])resented  in  different  sets  of  measurements,  and  for 
^:hat  reason  in  addition  to  general  averages  the  means  for  narrow 
oranges  of  age  strongly  re])resented  in  a local  sample  are  also  given, 
]and,  of  course,  the  age  grou])s  selected  cannot  be  the  same  in  all 
nreas. 

! The  particulars  taken  included  details  of  the  parentage,  the 
hiationality,  the  Country  of  birth  and  the  occupation,  the  position 
of  the  child  in  the  family,  sitting  and  standing  height,  weight,  chest 
measurements,  colour  of  the  eyes,  colour  of  the  hair,  measurements 
Df  the  head,and  any  abnormality  or  disease  likely  to  influence  the 
particular  case. 

In  the  case  of  the  371  boys  examined  in  Darlington,  the  mean 
■age  was  9.5  years,  and  the  mean  height  50.1  inches.  The  “ex- 
pected” height,  which  was  based  upon  the  calculation  of  the  whole 
iof  the  data  received  from  all  areas,  was  50  inches,  so  that  the 
'actual  mean  height  was  not  significantly  above  the  standard. 
)The  weight,  however,  showed  an  increase  of  one  pound  ))er  in- 
dividual. 

In  tlie  special  report  of  the  272  girls,  the  mean  age  was  8.0 
j years  and  the  mean  height  was  48.7  inches,  while  the  “ expected  ” 
[height  from  all  areas  was  48. .3  inches,  a difference  of  .4  inch. 

1 The  mean  weight  was  54.7  lbs,  compared  with  a “expected” 
i weight  of  54.2  lbs,  a difference  of  .5  lb. 

No  suggestion  is  made  and  none  im])licd  that  a difference 
between  a local  and  a general  average  im])lies  su])eriority  or 
inferiority  of  physique.  \Ve  look  forward,  however,  with  interest 
I to  the  preparation  of  the  full  comparative  statement. 

RHEUMATISM. 

It  is  now  recognised  that  Uheumatism  is  not  only 
■ a common  disease  in  childhood  but  that  its  manifestations  are 
I usually  more  serious  in  early  than  in  later  life. 

This  year,  as  last  year,  special  attention  has  been  paid  to  the 
i observation  of  rheumatic  affections  in  children  of  school  age. 
i Children  found  to  be  suffering  from  the  disease  have  been  kept 
: under  very  close  observation  at  the  School  Clinic  and  examined  at 
‘ regular  intervals  throughout  the  year;  At  the  present  time  40 
! such  cases  are  in  regular  attendance  at  the  Clinic.  A special 
' report  on  these  children  has  been  drawn  up. 
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The  cases  coming  under  observation  at  the  Clinic  are  naturally 
not  children  who  are  actually  suffering  from  an  acute  attack  of 
the  disease,  but  children  who  are  in  danger  of  developing  an  attack 
or  who  are  suffering  from  the  after  effects  of  an  acute  attack. 
The  outlook  as  to  the  child’s  future  health  and  the  chance  of  the 
disease  returning  depends  largely  on  the  amount  of  care  that  is  ' 
taken  of  him  during  these  periods. 

Certain  children  are  predisposed  to  Rheumatism  and  a child 
who  has  once  suffered  from  any  form  of  Rheumatism  is  always  in 
danger  of  having  other  forms  of  the  disease.  This  danger  can 
be  greatly  lessened  by  care  and  prompt  action  on  the  part  of  the 
parents  and  it  is  in  such  cases  that  the  Teacher  can  help  in  drawing 
the  attention  of  the  Parent  or  the  Medical  Officer  to  the  condition 
of  the  child  during  school  hours — such  conditions  as  tiredness,- 
loss  of  colour,  undue  restlessness,  twitchings^indefinite  signs  of 
ill  health  in  anj^  child  in  the  class. 

Once  again,  for  many  cases  at  present  under  the  care  of  the 
School  Clinic,  the  Medical  Officer  has  to  thank  the  child’s  teacher  i 
for  having  drawn  attention  to  the  condition. 

Warm,  dry  clothing  and  footgear,  is  most  essential  for  these 
children  and  in  some  schools  certain  facilities  are  provided  for  the 
drying  of  wet  outdoor  clothing,  but  in  others  the  facilities  are 
quite  inadequate  and  children  arriving  at  school  are  not  only 
allowed  to  sit  in  school  with  damp  feet,  but  have  no  chance  of 
having  their  outdoor  clothing  dried  before  putting  them  on  again. 

Moreover,  parents  must  realize  that,  no  matter  what  the, 
fashions  may  be,  our  Northern  climate  demands  adequate  Iveat 
retaining  garments  especially  for  the  lower  limbs.  Long  stockings, 
made  entirely  of  wool  should  be  worn  by  those  children  showing 
evidences  of  sub-acute  rheumatism. 

It  is  also  suggested  that  slippers  be  kept  at  school  particularh  j 
for  those  children  with  very  defective  footwear  and  thos(  > 
wlio  have  to  travel  long  distances.  The  wearing  of  the  })resenl  > 
popular  rubber  Wellington  Boots  indoors  is  to  be  deprecated. 

A survey  of  50  cases  of  Rheumatism  in  Elementary  School  Childrer  rl 
in  attendance  at  school  during  1928. 

Of  the  50  cases  examined,  24  were  boys  and  20  were  girls. 
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111  32  cases  some  definite  site  of  focal  inlection  was  found 
‘ither  to  have  existed  until  shortly  before  examination,  or  actually 
o be  in  existence  at  the  time  of  examination — such  conditions 
iS  the  enlargement  of  tonsils  and  adenoids,  dental  sepsis  and 
itorrhoea.  in  all  such  cases  operative  or  other  treatment  was 
idvised  when  this  had  not  already  been  carried  out — this  was 
idways  followed  by  some  degree  of  improvement. 


' In  2 cases  a history  of  Scarlet  Fever  was  given.  In  16  cases 
j:he  condition  was  found  to  have  followed  an  attack  of  Rheumatic 
^Fever.  Twelve  cases  showed  a general  debilitated  condition  ot  the 
ihild  which  was  ])ut  down  to  “ maternal  inellieiency  ’’—existing 
j)ver  a prolonged  period,  when  the  child  had  had  insufficient  or 
jmsuitalile  food,  defective  clothing  and  footgear  and  insufficient 
rest,  resulting  in  a condition  of  general  weakness,  thus  lowering 
the  resistance  on  the  ])art  of  the  child  to  any  micro-organism. 


All  the  children  on  examination  were  found  to  be  suffering 
iifrom  indefinite  ])ains  in  limbs  and  joints,  associated  \\ith  tiredness, 
jlistlessncss,  loss  of  appetite,  headaches,  breathlessness  and  ])allor 
Jwith  or  without  twitchings.  In  the  parent’s  own  words  the  child 
^was  described  as  “ falling  off.” 


These  attacks  ap])eared  at  intervals  over  varying  periods, 
' the  child  being  able  to  attend  school  intermittently  and  then. 
Dcomplete  colla]^se,  when  attendance  was  im])ossible. 

Only  2 cases  showed  signs  of  serious  organic  heart  disease. 


RICKETS. 

A s])ccial  summary  has  been  made  this  year  ot  children 
I found  to  be  suffering  from  Rickets. 

21  boys  and  21  girls  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  rachitic 
i deformities  varying  in  degree  and  of  these  6 girls  and  6 boys  were 
■ referred  to  Hospital  for  artificial  sunlight  treatment  or  surgical 
' treatment. 


All  other  cases  were  ke])t  under  observation  both  at  the  Clinic 
> and  at  the  schools  and  parents  were  advised  as  to  general  and 
J dietetic  treatment.  Cases  showing  marked  degree  of  deformity 
J were  fortunately  found  to  be  rare  and  all  such  cases  are  recei^'ing 
1'  hospital  treatment  and  are  showdng  marked  im])rovement;  Cases 
: which  have  had  surgical  treatment  for  deformities  show  excellent 
» results. 
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It  is  most  gratifying  to  note  that  the  parents  of  ehildren 
found  to  be  suffering  from  riekets  show  great  interest  in  their 
progress  and  make  every  effort  to  earry  out  instruetions  given  to 
them. 

PROVISION  OF  MEALS. 

Tlie  3 centres  for  the  provision  of  free  meals  at  Borough  Road,  . 
Rise  Carr,  and  St.  Augustine’s  Schools,  have  been  closed  and 
during  this  year  no  provision  has  been  made  t)y  the  Authority. 
This  is  a matter  for  regret  particularly  during  this  period  of 
distress  and  unemployment  in  the  town. 

The  nutrition  of  the  child  is  the  fundamental  index  of  its 
health  and  malnutrition  is  one  of  the  most  serious  defects,  as  it 
forms  the  basis  of  many  and  affects  them  all. 

While  few  children  have  been  found  during  the  year  to  be 
suffering  from  actual  malnutrition  yet  many  are  malnourished  and 
the  only  satisfactory  solution  of  this  problem  is  detection  and 
prevention  in  the  early  stages. 

To  secure  good  nutrition,  sulRcient  and  suitable  food  is  the 
first  requirement.  This  can  be  provided  by  the  great  majority  ot  , 
parents  and  many  have  been  advised  by  the  JMedical  Officer  as  to  | 
a suitable  economical  dietary,  but  there  are  others  where,  owing  | 
to  poor  home  conditions,  a healthy  dietary  cannot  be  provided.  | 
These  are  the  cases  which  v/ill  suffer  from  the  closure  of  the  centres 
and  the  Authority  would  do  well  in  the  interests  of  the  health  of 
the  School  Child  to  consider  the  re-opening  of  the  centres  during.  | 
the  coming  winter,  or  at  any  rate  the  provision  of  milk  or  cod  liven  | 
oil  emulsion  to  those  cases  medically  certified  as  requiring  additional  i 
nourishment.  A special  inquiry  and  report  prepared  by  Dr.  ] 
Corry  ^lann  recently  proved  beyond  doubt  the  good  results  to 
be  achieved  by  a daily  ration  of  milk  in  the  Schools. 

SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  SCHOOLS. 

During  the  year  a special  report  has  been  prepared  on  the  I 
Sanitary  condition  of  every  Elementary  School.  On  presentation  ; 
of  this  report  to  the  Committee  several  general  recommendation 
were  made  (1)  on  the  general  condition  of  the  schools,  and  (2)  or 
each  school,  giving  details  relating  to  the  buildings,  lavatory  and 
office  accommodation,  cloakrooms,  and  general  clcanlinesss  oi 
schoolrooms. 


The  reports  on  individual  sehools  indieate  that  in  the  majority 
f sehools,  the  Caretakers’  duties  are  satisfaetorily  earried  out,  but 
lat  in  certain  sehools  there  is  room  for  improvement,  and  in 
lese  eases  instructions  were  sjiven  that  the  attentioii  oi  the 
aretakers  be  drawn  to  the  points  raised.  Further  ins])ections 
dll  be  carried  out  later,  when  it  is  hoped  that  a satisfactory 
tandard  of  cleanliness  will  be  found  in  all  sehools,  especially  in 
he  lavatories,  offices,  and  urinals. 

It  is  desired  also,  that  the  suggestion  with  regard  to  the 
Irovision  of  pens  and  pencils  in  a bag  or  other  container,  for  in- 
lividual  children  should  lie  followed,  so  as  to  ensure  the  use  of 
hese  articles  by  only  one  person. 

Sanitary  Conveniences. — Regular  riushing  should  be  carried 
)ut  four  or  live  times  daily  of  both  water  closets  and  urinals  where 
here  is  not  continual  Hush.  With  a few  exceptions  water  closets 
jire  cleansed  from  a general  cistern,  the  control  ot  which  is  entirely 
n the  Caretaker’s  hands.  At  ])rcsent  the  regulation  is  tliat  all 
vater  closets  should  be  flushed  at  miebday  and  at  night,  and  the 
:anks  left  empty.  It  is  suggested  that  the  Hushing  sliould  be 

’arried  out  as  follows  : — 

1.  Between  9 and  10  a.m. 

2.  xVfter  morning  interval. 

3.  Before  afternoon  session. 

4.  After  afternoon  interval. 

5.  After  closure  of  school. 

This  also  applies  to  urinals,  the  majority  of  which,  even  in 
schools  otherwise  well  regulated,  are  in  an  insanitary  condition. 

Routine  daily  ins])eetion  of  odiecs  by  the  Head  Teacher  is 
strongly  advocated.  Sanitary  ])a])er  should  be  ])rovided  iu  all 
schools,  as  the  soiling  of  ehildrcn’s  clothing  is  accountable  lor 
much  of  the  unpleasant  atmosphere. 

Washing  Facilities. — As  a general  rule  basins  are  provided 
but  these  are  frequently  dirty,  llrass  taps  arc  not  cleaned  regu- 
larly and  some  are  out  of  order.  Towels  arc  provided  but  too 
often  they  are  not  clean.  Soap  is  eons])ieuous  by  its  absence  in 
many  cases.  It  is  recommended  that  routine  inspection  ol‘  basins 
and  taps  be  carried  out  by  the  responsible  persons  ; that  clean 
towels  and  soap  be  pi'ovided  daily. 

Drinking  cups  are  found  in  only  a few  schools.  There  should 
be  no  exception  in  providing  adequate  drinking  facilities  for  all. 
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• 

GeneraS  Cleanliness. — The  use  of  Dusmo  on  the  floors  in 
Senior  Sehools,  with  the  washing  of  desks  and  window  ledges  in 
all  schools  is  approved,  but  not  in  Infant  Schools  and  certain 
schools  used  frequently  for  evening  meetings.  In  Infant  Schools 
the  soiling  of  the  floors  which  sometimes  takes  place  requires 
scrubbing  for  complete  removal. 

Pens  and  Pencils. — Individual  provision  of  pens  and  pencils 
should  be  made.  In  some  schools  each  child  has  a small  bag 
attached  to  his  seat  in  which  are  kept  pen,  pencils,  and  books ; 
but  in  others  pens  and  pencils  are  kept  by  teacliers  in  a common 
])OX.  Many  of  these  pencils  in  the  common  box  were  found  tooth 
marked,  so  that  the  method  is  not  conducive  to  the  prevention 
of  spread  of  infection. 

\Yith  regard  to  tlie  various  other  matters  raised  in  the  report? 
the  following  recommendations  were  made  : — 

(a)  Towels. — In  future  Caretakers  will  be  required  to 
l)rovide  clean  towels  in  the  school  lavatories  each  day,  and  at 
other  times  as  required  by  the  Head  Teacher. 

(b)  ■ Sanitai'y  Paper. — Sanitary  roll  fittings  and  paper  will 
be  provided  for  all  schools.  Supplies  of  sanitary  paper  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Olfice  on  forwarding  a requisition  card  stating  i 
requirements.  Every  effort  should  be  made  to  prevent  sanitary  * 
paper  being  wasted. 

(c)  Soap. — Soap  for  scholars’  use  should  be  available  in  the 
lavatories  during  the  day  time.  Supplies  may  be  obtained  from  i 
the  Office  on  submitting  a requisition  card. 

As  an  experiment  liquid  soap,  in  metal  containers,  will  be  ; 
tried  in  two  or  three  sehools. 

(d)  Cleaning  of  School  Floors. — All  floors  of  Infants’ 
Departments  are  to  be  washed  during  the  Summer,  Christmas, 
Easter,  and  Whitsuntide  vacations,  and  at  other  times  when 
considered  necessary. 

(e)  Drinking  Gups. — will  be  provided  in  all  sehools.  Head 
Teachers  are  asked  to  make  suitable  arrangements  for  seeing  that  ; 
the  cups  are  kept  clean. 
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(/)  VsntilaliOfi. — Head  Teachers  arc  asked  to  arran^^e  for 
very  (loor,  window,  and  ventilator,  to  be  thrown  open  at  least 
uring  the  morning  and  afternoon  interval,  to  Hush  the  room  with 
resh  air,  and  when  the  weather  ])erniits  for  classes  to  be  held  in 
he  open  air  as  far  as  })raeticablc,  ap})roaehing  as  near  the  Open 
lir  School  ideal  as  })ossi})lc. 

GScak-rOOms.  Too  mneh  cannot  1)C  said  eoneerning  tlie 
nportanec  of  bright  well  veiitilated  cloak-rooms  with  an  in- 
• ividnal  ])eg  or  locker  for  each  child's  shoes  and  clothing,  and 
ijrnished  with  drying  facilities.  In  oiir  new  schools  attention  is 
. eing  given  to  this  essential  •|)oint  in  seeing  that  scholars  will  have 
|n  opportunity  of  donning  dry  garments  for  their  return  home. 


MED ! ( ;AL  TR  E A1:.M ENT. 


The  treatment  of  minor  defects  is  carried  out  by  the  Assistant 
eliool  Medical  Olheers  and  the  Xursing  Staff  at  the  wSehool  ('linie. 
5,  Norlhgatc.  'j’hese  ])remises,  although  commodious,  ha^'e  been 
axed  to  their  utmost  and  during  the  past  year  arrangements  lia\e 
ad  to  be  made  tor  the  j)ro\  ision  of  an  additional  waiting  room 
diere  the  overllow  is  dealt  with,  thus  aA'oiding  undue  crowding 
t the  General  Waiting  Hoorn  Jind  Treatment  (’linie. 


The  accommodation  })rovidcd  is  as  follows. — 
h’ound  Floor. 

Waiting  room  lor  50  children  and  j)arents. 
Treatment  Clinic  and  store  joom. 
Examination  Hoorn. 

Medical  Ollieer’s  room. 


I pper  Floor. 

X-i’ay  a])paratus. 

Dental  Dej^artment. 

Eye  Department. 

Clerical  and  Heeords  room. 

The  number  of  separate  attendances  was  10,027,  of  which 
1,650  were  for  treatment,  and  4,277  for  advice.  For  1027  the 
■espeetive  ligures  were  10,004,  11,570  and  5, .‘325. 
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From  these  mmilDers  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is  an  inerease 
both  in  the  number  of  separate  attendanees  and  in  the  number  of 
eases  found  to  be  requiring  treatment.  This  does  not  indicate 
that  the  number  of  children  found  to  be  suffering  from  minor 
ailments  is  increasing,  but  that  the  parents  are  showing  themselves 
more  anxious  of  taking  advantage  of  the  facilities  offered  to  them 
rather  than  relying  entirely  on  home  treatment. 


r^ilicr  AiSmeiliS. — A Minor  Ailment  may,  for  practical  pur- 
noses  be  described  as  a defect  usually  considered  trilling  which 
can  be  given  treatment  at  a School  Clinic.  It  does  not  require 
in-iiatient  treatment  nor  a high  degree  of  surgical  skill  though  m 
some  oases,  the  condition  is  a symptom  of  disease  which  is  later 
referred  for  s])ecialist  advice. 


Imnetioo  or  infectious  scab  again  provided  the  majority  of  our 
eases  aeeomiting  for  1,018.  There  were  113  new  cases  of  rmg- 
vv'orni,  comiiared  wdth  153  in  the  previous  year,  and  28  cases  sti 
under  treatment  from  1927.  Four  cases  were  treated  at  home. 
Of  the  137  cases  treated  at  the  Chnie  69  w^ere  the  sea  p 
2ofthesewmre  treated  by  epilation  with  X-rays,  and  67  b>  othei 
methods.  llingw^orm  of  the  body,  w'hich  is  very  much  more 
ameimble  to  treatment,  accounted  for  72  cases  ; of  the  ^ 
121  were  cured  and  re-admitted  to  school  during  the  yeai,  lea\i  ^ 
16  still  under  treatment. 

Thirty-three  cases  of  scabies  were  treated,  and  precautionary 
instructions  gicen  on  disinfestation. 


The  Children  who  received  treatment  on  account  of  ea 
diseases  numbered  136;  the  great  majority  of  these  ^^.•ere  sidfenn 
from  ear  discharge.  Such  cases  invariably  arise  fiom  disea. 
eomiitions  in  the  throat,  and  advice  or  ai)l)ropnate  treatment 
the  exciting  cause  is  also  given. 


Toiisiis  antJ  Adenoids.— The  principal  defect  of  tlie 
throat  in  scliool  children  is  that  of  enlarged  tonsi.s  and  afle““ 
caused  W a combination  of  factors  M-hich  include,  her  dit,; 
fo'ltv  hreathiiKv  defective  clothing  or  housing  conditioi 
3posh?to  Catarrh  and  infection.  l)u™ig  1628  opeiy«| 
Ivcre  performed  on  212  cases  of  adenoid  growth  ^ 

in  children  of  school  age  at  the  Genera  Hospital,  ot  vl  cse 
were  sent  from  the  School  Clinic,  and  the  remainder  tro 

other  sources  in  the  town. 
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In  the  case  of  minor  defects  not  requiring  operation,  and  f 
those  who  have  undergone  the  operation,  advice  m nasal  In  „ 
and  in  remedial  breathing  exercises  is  given. 
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Eye  Defects. — Spectacles  arc  })rovi(lcd  at  contract  prices,  or 
e in  necessitous  cases.  On  the  whole  the  objections  of  ])arcnts 
ose  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  fact  of  the  necessity  for 
t i provision  of  spectacles  and  the  ultimate  benefit,  are  not  as 
merous  as  in  previous  years.  The  old  objection  that  the 

iaring  of  glasses  would  deter  the  api)ointment  of  a scholar  in 
er  life  is  dying  out  as  the  result  of  education  of  Kmjiloycrs 
d others. 

435  children  were  examined  by  the  Oculist  during  the  year, 
te  defects  found  were  as  follows  : — 


Squint 

48 

Myopia 

09 

Myo])ic  Astigmatism 

46 

Mixed  Astigmatism 

10 

Hypermetropia 

09 

Hypermetropic  Astigmati'vin 

141 

Other  Defects 

28 

Emmetropia 

21 

Total 

135 

Glasses  were  prescribed  for  332  children. 

Until  10  February,  Dr.  W.  S.  'J'haekcr-Xe^•il!c  cai-ricd  out  this 
eeial  work  after  which  date  Dr.  A.  T.  Paterson  who  had  formerly 
'■en  the  School  Oculist  resumed  the  a])})ointmcnt. 

' Throughout  the  year  there  has  been  a gratifying  attendance 
( this  Special  CUinic;  and  most  of  the  s])cctaelcs  prescribed  have 
'en  promptly  o})taincd. 


I INfany  children  included  under  the  heading  of  “ other  defects  ” 
ive  attended  for  weekly  treatment  over  a prolonged  ])criod.  The 
i)ecial  Clinic  is  eoneerned  not  merely  with  the  ])rovision  of  glasses 
lit  for  advice  and  treatment  of  all  eye  diseases  and  defects.  A 
'W  cases  have  been  referred  to  Hospital  for  ojicration  or  other 
oecial  treatment. 


There  has  been  much  more  work  available  than  could  be 
pconiplished  in  one  session  per  school  week  and  arrangements 
ave  now  been  sanctioned  for  a further  weekly  session. 

It  is  essential  that  v/hen  s])eetacles  have  been  provided  the 
iildren  should  be  re-examined  every  year  because  as  the  chihl 
iws  the  eyes  grow  and  with  tliis  natural  growth  the  s])ectaeles 
ill  in  all  probability  require  alteration  in  the  same  manner  that 
growing  child  requires  a different  size,  in  lioots  for  exanqile. 
hese  re-examinations  can  only  be  done  by  settine  apart  extra 
-ssions.  ■ - i 
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Again,  as  the  parents  begin  to  appreeiate  the  value  of  Specia- 
list ad\dce,'  the  demand  for  sueh  shows  a natural  inerease  and  calls 
for  more  sessions. 


DENTAL  DEPARTMENT. 


I am  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  L.  Liddell  for  the  follo^\ing  report 

This  year  the  number  of  inspections  has  increased  by  l,02i 
and  the  number  of  children  treated  has  decreased  by  52.  I hav 
noticed  that  an  increasing  number  are  having  the  work  dor 
privately.  The  number  requiring  treatment  was  found  to  \ 
1,870,  inaking  the  percentage  of  those  treated  48.5,  against  53  pc 

cent  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  operations  performed  on  permanent  teeth  wj 
1.093,  showing  a drop  of  242  compared  with  last  year,  and  5C 
with  1920,  indicating  that  the  work  done  in  previous  yeais 
reducino^thc  number  of  defective  teeth  in  the  permanent  dentition 
Since  niv  appointment  to  this  ]K)st  the  aim  of  my  scheme  has  bee 
to  turn  out  as  many  children,  when  leaving  school,  with  as  healtf 
and  functional  mouths  as  possible. 

Dr.  I.angdon  of  the  Board  of  Education,  in  a paper  read,  ( 
November  17th,  1928,  before  the  Public  Dental  OlPiCers  Group 
the  British  Dental  Association,  formulated  two  basic  princqiles. 

h’irstly,  the  main  jmrposc  of  school  dentistry  is  the  preserv 
tion  of  the ’permanent  teeth,  and  therefore  work  devoted  to  tl 
jiurpose  should  take  precedence  of  any  other  work. 

Secondly,  it  is  better  to  give  complete  treatment  to  one  eh 
than  incomplete  treatmesit  to  two. 

I have  endeavoured  to  act  on  these  principles  since  beginiu 
luy  work  in  this  Borough,  and  that  is  wliy  I begin  my  routi 
inspections  at  the  age  of  seven. 

The  first  permanent  teeth  ajipear  at  the  age  of  6j  to  / yea 
and  they  continue  to  erupt  at  regular  intervals  of  about  one  yc 
until  the  age  of  13.  By  a regular  scheme  of  msiiections  a 
treatments  during  this  period,  decay,  appearing  m the  permanc 
teeth  may  be  detected  and  eradicated  by  hlhngs  m the  early  sta 
and  septic  temporary  teeth  removed  to  make  way  lor  their  si 

cessors. 
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Of  the  1,077  s])eeial  eases  dea!f  witli,  .‘35.‘3  were  of  ages  5 and  (3. 
*[27  should  have  been  treated  after  routine  inspeetion,  but  did 
lot  avail  themselves  of  the  ojiportunity,  and  presented  themselves 
‘;ater  on  with  toothaehe. 


‘ The  number  of  ehildren  who  were  re-treated  during  the  year 
vas  434,  an  inerease  of-151  over  the  prei  ious  year. 

In  addition  to  the  work  for  elementary  school  ehildren  shown 
• n Group  IV  of  Table  IV,  of  a])])cndix,  insjieetion  and  treatment 
■A^erc  carried  out  for  ehildren  attending  the  Secondary,  Technical, 
i ind  Special  Schools: — 

Number  of  ehildren  examined  ....  ....  494 

Number  of  children  recpiiring  treatment  279 
Number  of  children  treated  ....  ....  79 


This  brings  the  grand  total  to  : — 

Number  of  ehildren  examined  ....  ....  7,558 

Number  of  ehildren  re(|uiring  treatment  4,870 
Number  of  ehildren  treated  ....  ....  2,36  t 

38  root  eases  were  treated,  35  of  them  sueeessfully,  the  other 
I three  failing  to  attend  for  eonijiletion  of  the  treatment. 

May  I take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  Medical  Oilieers, 
I Teaching  Staffs,  Nurses,  and  Clinic  Staff  for  their  hel]i  and  co- 
operation in  my  work  throughout  the  year. 


PHYSICAL  TRAINING. 


Co-operation  between  the  School  Medical  Ollieer  and  the 
-Organiser  of  Physical  Training  continues,  each  bringing  to  the 
i notice  of  the  other,  eases  where  sjiceial  treatment  or  exercises  arc 
required. 


1 Physical  Training  in  the  Klementary  Schools  of  the  Horough 
was  carried  out  during  the  year  on  the  same  lines  as  last  year,  and 
,,  t^ie  standard  of  ellieienev  maintained. 


( The  good  residts  of  the  regular  and  systematic  training  is 
iipparent  in  the  well  set-u])  and  sha])cly  bodies  of  the  scholars. 

. Cases  of  round  shoulders,  spinal  curvature  and  llatfoot  arc  very 
>1  rare,  largely  due  to  the  s])eeial  care  taken  during  lessons  to 
f emphasise  the  remedial  movements  si)eei(ied  in  the  “ Tables.” 
j Constant  attention  has  been  given  to  the  correct  method  of 
, breathing  and  is  still  neecssarv,  mouth-breathing  being  a common 
; tault.  Nasal  breathing  shoidd  be  ])raetiscd  in  all  lessons  and 
bandkerehief  “ drill  ” frequently  ])raetised,  es])eeiall3^  in  Junior 
and  Infants’  classes. 
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The  scheme  for  providing  better  grounds  for  organised  games, 
under  consideration  last  year,  did  not  materialise,  so  there  is  still 
room  for  improvement  in  this  matter.  However,  some  progress  - 
has  been  made.  Part  of  the  Alderman  Leach  School  site  is  being 
levelled  and  will  shortly  be  available  for  use.  Steps  are  also 
being  taken  to  level  the  playing  ground  in  the  South  Park.  The 
latter  will  be  of  great  advantage  when  completed,  as  many  schools, 
including  the  Junior  Technical  and  Kendrew  Street  Central  School 
boys,  use  the  Park  ground.  These  grounds,  with  the  Hundens ' 
Lane  Recreation  Ground,  when  tlie  proposed  levelling  has  been 
carried  out,  will  afford  good  and  fairly  adequate  facilities  for ' 
playing  organised  games. 

Swimming  instruction  was  carried  out  from  ^lay  to  September 
with  the  same  teaching  staff  and  under  the  same  conditions  as ' 
last  year.  Provision  was  made  for  dealing  with  1,140  scholars  per 
week  from  the  Secondary  Schools,  Junior  Technical  and  Senior 
Departments  of  the  Elementary  Schools.  The  extent  to  which 
the  facilities  provided  at  the  Corporation  Baths  are  used,  is  shown  i 
in  the  following  table. 


Year 

Attendance 

1 

Certif 

icates 

Total 

Average 
per  week 

One 

Length 

Five 

Lengths 

1928  Boys 

7081 

519 

167 

91 

Girls 

6498 

467 

97 

45 

TOTAL  ... 

13,579 

986 

264 

136 

1927  Boys 

6,946 

471 

172 

83 

Girls 

7,004 

506 

94 

37 

TOTAL  ... 

13,950 

977 

266 

120 

The  Darlington  Ladies’  and  Gentlemen’s  A.S.  Clubs  awarded  ! 
the  following  certilieates  : — 

mile  Boys  44  Girls 

1 " 

2 >5  ” 

>>  h 

The  awards  in  1927  were  : — 

I mile  Boys  16  Girls 

1 1 ^ 


27 

11 

9 


71 

.‘36 

9 


= 116 


14  = 

6 = 


JO 

21 


= 51 


CO-OPERATION  AND  CO-ORDINATION. 


• 

’ The  apiiointnicnt  of  :\Icclical  Olliecr  of  Ilcaltli  and  School 
i.':edical  Officer  are  ^'csted  in  one  ]ierso?i  .so  that  ('o-opcration  and 
f o-oidiiiation  oi  all  the  ])re\'enti\'e  health  seiA'iecs  are  sini])lified. 

Ihe  transfer  of  records  from  the  Maternity  and  ('hild  Welfare 
yction  through  the  School  Medical  side  of  the  work,  np  to  the 
niployment  Exchange  is  in  ])roee.s.s  of  development. 

f The  Training  Colfege  and  School  Clinic.— In  order  that  future 
:-hool  teachers  may  have  a more  intimate  knowledge  of  the 
[i-hool  medical  work,  arrangements  for  a number  of  ])upils  of  the 
[rainmg  College  to  attend  the  Clinic  three  days  per  woek  have 
rAeii  eontimicd  for  the  past  year,  d’he  jirineipal  and  staff  of 
; le  College  very  much  a])])reeiatc  tliis  o])])ortimity  for  the  pnjiils 
■ • ai.quiie  a fiist  hand  ])raetieai  knowlegde  of  school  hygiene, 

I common  diseases  in  their  early  form,  and  of  simjile  points 
I the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  defects.  The  enthusia.stie 
i)-operation  of  the  teaching  ])rofe.ssion  wdth  the  school  medical 
: Tvice  IS  e.sscntial  for  the  continued  succe.ss  of  the  w'elfare  of  the 
, iild,  and  all  we  can  do  in  order  to  secure  this  is,  in  mv  opinion 
1 excellent  ser\'ice.  " ’ 


i Co-operation  of  Parents.— Ihirents  arc  imnted  to  attend 
f'  rontnic  iris])ections  and  at  the  School  Clinic.  Their  presence 
' welcomed  as  it  gives  the  Medical  Olliecr  the  opjiortunity  of 
: ung  personal  help  aiul  advice,  and  helps  to  break  down  iirejudice 
ueh^in  some  arca.s  still  exists.  Suggestions  can  thus  be  made. 
Jtii  ior  the  remedy  of  existing  defects  in  the  child,  and  also 
Ai  the  prevention  of  future  ill-health  by  attention  to  what  ainiear 
' y trilling  common--|)Iacc  weaknesses.  During  t<)2<S,  at  the 
'caical  inspection  of  infants,  jiarents  were  present  in  7()  per  cent 
tile  eases  but  with  older  children  this  percentage  was  4t  per 
honi  1 -1  f^titme  medical  ins])ection  of  ;j,0h5  elementary 
■oportion  stnisn,ct„iy 

Teachers  and  School  Attendance  Officers. 

/ At  on  tl'c  <.o,u-se  <,f  x isitati.m 

It  f,nn  e.xcii.sos  of  illness  ni-e 

Went«  ' absence  of  cliiklren  from  school,  the 

imilv  1 ‘^7  to  obtain  medical  attention  from  the 

'mily  doctor  or  at  the  School  Clinic. 
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{h)  Follouing  iip  of  Children— The  Attendance  Offic( 
receive  daily  lists  of  children  who  have  attended  the  Clinic,  a 
reports  as  to  their  fitness  to  attend  school.  In  the  case  of  th( 
unfit,  the  date  for  the  next  visit  to  the  Clinic  is  given  on  t 
list  for  information.  Further,  a daily  list  is  also  furnished 
children  who  should  have  attended  the  Clinic,  but  have  fail 
to  do  so.  The  parents  of  the  latter  are  promptly  visited  a 
wai'ned  as  to  the  consec^uences  of  failure  to  attend  as  ordeied.  ^ 


I much  appreciate  the  cordial  co-operation  of  the  H(  i 
Teachers.  The  success  of  the  work  is  ultimately  dependent  • 
the  enthusiasm  of  the  teacher,  and  many  an  obstructing  par^ 
melts  down  under  the  moral  suasion  of  the  child  s Teacher. 
latter  realises  the  immediate  purpose  of  medical  inspection  is 
fit  the  child  for  the  education  which  he  is  ready  to  give. 


Emplcyment  of  Children  and  Young  Persons. — The  advice  i 
the  School  Medical  Officers  is  available  for  the  Employm  i 
Officer,  and  at  the  final  examination  of  a school  child  an  ef]  i 
is  made  to  call  the  attention  of  the  parents  to  any  physical  c 
dition  which  should  influence  them  in  the  choice  of  an  occupal  ^ 
for  the  child.  j 

The  chief  employment  for  boys  in  this  area  is  in  the  Biiilc  ] 
and  Engineering  Trades.  Owing  to  the  continued  tracfe  i 
pression  few  vacancies  in  these  trades  are  being  notified.  M ' 
boys  seeking  apprenticeships  are  compelled  to  find  interim  « 
ploynient  as  errand  boys  and  labourers.  | 

Girls  are  enpiloyed  in  Domestic  Service,  Wool  Spimi  | 
Shops,  Offices,  and  in  the  Tailoring  and  Dressmaking  Tra  j 
IMany  apprentice  Dressmakers  and  Tailoresses  are  now 
unemployed,  and  several  are  employed  on  unsystematic^  s r 
time.  Shop  Assistants  and  Clerks  have  great  difficulty  in  fm<  a 
employment. 

The  Juvenile  Employment  Bureau  is  in  touch  with  ! 
Emplovers  in  the  district,  and  3‘24  children  have  thioug  .. 
agency  been  placed  in  employment.  Suitable  candidates 
notified  of  vacancies  in  the  Civil  Service,  Post  Office,  - ’ 
Navy  and  Air  Forces,  the  Railway  and  similar  services. 


Bye-laws  governing  the  employment  of  children  and  yi 
persons  are  in  force,  and  the  streets  are  patrolled  by  tlie  Ne 
Attendance  Officers.  Minor  offences  are  brought  to  light  m 
manner  and  dealt  witli.  but  these  irregularities  are  generally 
to  i^vnorance  of,  rather  than  intent  to  evade  the  Bye-laws. 


t» 

i 

s 

e 


SPECIAL  SCHOOLS. 


BARNARD  SCHOOL  FOR  SUB-NORMAL  CHILDREN. 

1 After  25  years  of  service  the  old  Special  School  premises  in 
l^adyard  had  long  outlived  their  usefulness,  and  tlie  opening  of 
|e  Barnard  School  in  1928  marked  what  may  well  ])rove  to  be 
ie  dawn  of  a new  era  in  the  provision  of  Special  School  facilities 
I the  town. 

^ The  construction  of  the  new'  school  is  ideal  for  its  pur})ose. 
iie  three  classrooms  in  the  school  are  models  of  their  kind.  They 
|e  large,  well  lighted  and  ventilated,  and  adequately  heated. 

r The  w'alls  are  so  constructed  on  the  glass  ])artition  principle 
|at  in  suitable  w'eather  they  can  be  throwm  fully  open,  while  by  an 
‘iirangement  of  floor  level  heating  the  children’s  feet  are  kept 
tsirm,  permitting  the  general  temperature  of  the  rooms  to  be 
ightly  low^er  than  would  otherwise  be  necessary. 

A feature  of  the  new  building  is  the  ])rovision  made  for  that 
: aetieal  side  of  the  Currieulum  wdueh  is  of  such  im])ortance  to 
je  future  of  the  children  it  is  designed  to  serve.  In  the  kitchen 
iiemises  the  older  girls  are  encouraged  to  take  ])art  in  the  ])repa- 
(tion  of  the  mid-day  meal,  at  the  same  time  learning  in  a j)leasant 
Jiy  domestic  routine,  su])ervision  of  larder  and  scullery  ])remiscs, 
^.d  the  like.  Their  instruction  in  household  management  is 
irried  further  by  actual  training  in  the  admirable  bedroom  wdiieli 
l^.s  been  furnished. 

b Ample  garden  ground  has  been  provided  and  the  boys  are 
poving  themselves  ready  pupils,  anxious  to  outshine  their  neigh- 
burs  in  the  production  of  llow'ers  and  vegetables. 

I With  the  improvement  of  the  standard  of  the  accommodation 
i'ailablean  effort  has  been  made  to  raise  the  standard  of  children 
slferred  to  the  school,  and  it  cannot  be  too  strongly  em])hasized 
bat  admission  is  reserved  strictly  to  children  wdio,  in  the  o])inion 
* the  School  Medical  Oflieer,  are  capable  of  deriving  benefit  from 
istruetion  in  the  school.  Imbeciles  are  not  admitted,  and  every 
uld  taken  into  the  school  should  have  a fair  ])rospect  of  obtaining 
'Hie  measure  of  economic  success  in  later  life. 

) 

■ Work  at  the  school  during  the  past  year  has  been  interrupted 
h the  change  over  to  the  new  premises  and  the  steady  influx  of 
hildren  consequent  on  the  increase  in  size  of  the  school.  Sixty- 
cases  were  enrolled  during  the  year. 
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Miss  Clegg  continues  to  do  splendid  work  at  the  school.  Th 
success  which  has  attended  her  efforts  in  the  past  is  a strikim 
tribute  to  sterling  work  under  most  difficult  conditions  and  augur 
well  for  the  future  of  the  school  under  happier  auspices. 

For  those  children,  whose  grade  of  mental  defect  is  so  low  tha 
they  are  unable  to  derive  benefit  from  their  education  at  the  specia 
school,  arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Committee  for  th 
Welfare  of  Afflicted  Persons,  whereby  Miss  Holmes,  recentk 
appointed  Supervisor,  pays  home  visits  or  trains  the  defectives  a 
an  Occupation  Centre  held  thrice  weekly.  The  subjects  taugh 
include  easy  manual  occupations,  rug  and  mat  making,  basket  am 
raffia  work  and  general  tidiness. 

Thirty  pupils  have  been  so  far  enrolled  in  the  Occupatio] 
Centre.  The  total  number  of  mentally  defective  children  of  ai 
grades  is  approximately  100. 

Blind,  Deaf,  Defective  and  Epileptic  Children. — The  arrange 
ments  for  dealing  with  these  children  remain  as  in  previous  years 
20  children  were  examined  for  Forms  302  and  306  during  th 
year,  and  the  total  number  of  mentally  defective  children  on  th 
books  was  69.  4 children  were  reported  for  admission  to  a Resi 

dential  Special  School  ; 7 were  notified  to  the  Local  Authorib 
under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act. 

These  figures  are  summarised  in  Table  HI.  of  the  Apendix.  ! 

THE  GEORGE  DENT  NURSERY  SCHOOL. 

The  George  Dent  Nursery  School  was  visited  every  weel  | 
and  during  the  year  each  child  was  subjected  to  at  least  one  ful’ | 
routine  examination.  ' 

There  are  80  children  at  present  on  the  Register  of  thi:  ' 
sehool.  The  ehildren  are  all  between  the  ages  of  2 and  5 year:  I 
and  have  been  admitted  to  school  for  one  of  two  reasons  : 

(1)  Poor  home  eonditions. 

(2)  Malnutrition  with  or  without  some  definite  physica  j 
defect. 

This  year  again  the  waiting  list  is  a long  one  and  the  aecom  » 
modation  of  the  school  has  been  taxed  to  its  utmost  throughout  i 
the  year,  many  suitable  cases  having  to  be  refused  admission. 
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The  school  is  situated  in  Woodlands  Hoad  within  easy  distance 
1 of  the  centre  of  the  town  and  on  the  main  ’Hus  route.  The 
I building  is  a two  storey  building  of  the  dwelling  house  type  with 
. large  airy  rooms  opening  from  a central  hall.  The  house  is 
1 situated  in  beautiful  grounds  and  during  the  summer  months  the 
e children  live  entirely  out  of  doors  from  the  time  of  arrival  at 
• school  at  9-15  a.m.,  until  the}^  leave  again  at  3-45  p.m. 


, The  problem  of  conveying  the  children  to  and  from  the  school 
r affords  no  difficulty  under  the  })resent  routine.  As  most  of  the 
( children  in  attendance  are  drawn  from  the  Eastbourne  area  of  the 
'•  town  and  inter-lying  districts  the  School  Authorities  have  arranged 
> a central  meeting  place  within  easy  reach  of  all  jxarents  and  there 
•i  the  children  are  met  daily  by  members  of  the  School  Staff  and 

['  conveyed  free  of  charge  by  sj)eeial  trolley  bus  to  the  gates  of  the 
1 school. 

On  arrival  at  school  each  child  is  giv'cn  lunch — brown  bread 
'/and  butter,  milk,  and  during  the  winter,  Cod  Liver  Oil  is  ad- 
i ministered  to  each  child.  Twelve  o’clock  is  dinner  time — served 
. indoois  in  winter  and  out  of  doors  in  the  fine  summer  weather 
• and  after  dinner  every  child  has  two  liours  rest,  being  provided 
Iwith  a camp  bed  and  blanket. 


At  3-45  p.m.,  they  are  conveyed  back  again  under  supervision 
to  the  central  meeting  place  when  they  arc  met  by  their  parents. 


There  is  no  doubt  whatsoever  as  to  the  beneficial  results,  both 
^physically  and  mentally,  shown  in  the  children  in  attendance  at 
dne  school  and  it  is  to  be  very  mueh  regretted  that  there  is  in  the 
■school  accommodation  for  only  80  children  when  one  realises  the 
vv'ide  field  there  is  for  preyentive  medical  activity  during  the  iicriod 
?of  the  child’s  attendance  there. 


46  children  were  examined  on  admission,  131  were  re-examined 
and  25  were  examined  as  special  eases. 


8 children  received  treatment  at  the  School  Dental  Clinic  ; 
case  of  tonsils  and  adenoids,  and  1 case  of  mastoid  siniimratioil 
^ere  operated  on  at  the  General  Hospital.  All  minor  ailments 
^ere  treated  at  the  school  by  the  staff. 
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In  several  of  tlie  elementary  schools  where  accommodation 
is  available,  children  are  admitted  before  attaining  the  statutury  j 
age  of  five  years.  These  children  have  the  advantage  of  medical  i 
inspection  and  treatment  at  a time  when  the  defects  are  most  i 
remediable.  i 


OPEN  AIR  SCHOOL. 

There  is  little  to  add  to  the  report  of  last  year  on  the  work  of  i 
the  Open  Air  School.  The  results  obtained  have  been  cramped  ( 
by  the  inadequate  nature  of  the  school  buildings  available  : and  ■ 
the  poverty  of  accommodation  has  been  accentuated  during  the  I 
year  by  handing  over  one  of  the  two  classrooms  of  the  Open  i 
Air  School  to  Dodmire  School,  a step  necessitating  the  temporary  !■ 
transfer  to  ordinary  schools  of  several  children  who  might  w^ell  '■ 
have  benefited  from  more  prolonged  stay  in  the  Open  Air  School.  ; 

I 

The  scheme  of  continuous  medical  supervision  lias  remained 
in  operation  during  the  year,  and  gratifying  improvement  has  i 
been  noted  in  the  physical  condition  of  the  children  whom  it  was 
possible  to  admit  during  the  year.  There  w'ere  55  girls  on  roll  at 
the  end  of  the  year. 

The  need  for  the  provision  of  Open  Air  School  accommodation 
for  ailing  boys  has  been  noted  in  previous  reports,  and  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  the  new'  school  at  present  under  construction  ! 
at  Harrow^gate  Hill  will  be  a valuable  asset  to  the  medical  resources 
of  the  town.  There  will  be  accommodation  for  60  boys  and  an 
equal  number  of  girls. 

A permanent  main  administrative  building  consisting  of  a ii 
central  large  dining  and  assembly  hall  and  kitchen  flanked  on  ii< 
either  side  by  staff  rooms,  cloak  rooms,  store-rooms  and  spray 
baths,  faces  south  on  a high  open  site  of  4 acres.  In  front  of  this 
four  class  rooms  of  a semi-permanent  nature  are  arranged  in 
echelon  and  with  all  sides  open  so  that  a maximum  of  the  essential 
fresh  air  and  sunlight  is  available.  Ample  provision  of  lawns,  play 
ground,  and  gardens  has  been  made,  so  that  there  will  be  excellent 
scope  for  variety  of  out-door  training  and  occupations. 

The  Open  Air  School  is  the  finest  fighting  weapon  w'e  have 
against  Tuberculosis,  as  it  tackles  the  problem  in  the  early  mal- 
nutrition stage  before  the  seed  has  obtained  a foot-hold  in  the  seed-  • f 
bed. 


SECONDARY  SCHOOLS. 


Grammar  Schoo!  (Boys).— Three  routine  medieul  ins])eetions 
y Dr.  Ferguson  Avere  earried  out  during  the  year.  Special 
fiedieal  examinations  were  made  of  those  })u})ils  engaging  more 
i,:renously  than  the  otliers  in  s])orts,  in  order  tliat  signs  of  ])hysieal 
[train  should  not  he  overlooked.  Of  the  work  the  Headmaster, 
[r.  Taylor  writes  : — 

The  Schools  fiedieal  Service  continued  to  give  great  help 
1)  the  Grammar  School,  and  is  undou})tedly  proving  a l)oon 
;o  parents.  The  health  of  the  School  is  showing  an  improvement 
iid  the  physique  of  the  boys  has  increased  markedly  since  the 
i.ivent  of  the  School  Doctor  and  the  (gymnasium. 


High  School  (Girls).— The  High  School  for  girls  was  visited 
riree  times  during  the  year  when  Routine  Ins})eetions  of  the  piniils 
:'i  attendance  were  earried  out. 


This  year  marks  the  opening  of  the  Pre])aratory  Department 
|[  the  school  and  all  children  entering  the  Dejuartment  were  also 
» ibjected  to  Routine  Inspection. 


Idle  physical  condition  of  the  ]mpils  was  found  to  be  excellent 
id  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that,  des])ite  the  increasing  strain  of 
pressure  of  homework,  and  of  preparation  for  examinations  a 
progressive  improvement  in  the  physical  condition  and  gciu’ral 
Palth  of  the  pupils  among  the  higher  forms  is  shown.  This 
atisfactory  condition  is  attributed  almost  entirely  to  tlie  high 
> andard  of  personal  hygiene  maintained  in  the  schools  and  to  the 
ihcieney  with  which  the  organized  games  and  phvsieal  training 
' 'e  carried  out.  ^ 


111  regard  to  re-inspeetions  of  jnqiils  found  to  be  siifferin^r 
orn  one  or  more  defects,  it  is  found  that  a great  deal  has  been 
:>ne  and  the  work  shows  even  more  satishictory  results  than  in 
>e  elementary  schools,  as  the  pui)ils,  being  ohler,  are  more  in- 
ested  and  are  able  to  appreciate  the  need  for  physical  litness  and 
relationship  of  any  defect,  to  their  future  careers. 
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A large  proportion  of  cases  of  defects  were  found  to  be  those 
of  vision — which  is,  of  course,  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that 
increased  strain  of  secondary  education  brings  such  defects  into 
greater  prominence. 

Tlie  Medical  Officer  is  pleased  to  note  the  increase  in  attendance 
of  parents  at  the  inspections,  and  to  find  that  the  parents  are  now, 
in  most  cases,  anxious  to  have  any  defect  remedied  without  delay, 

During  the  past  few  years  the  attitude  of  the  pupils  and  parents 
towards  Medical  Inspection  has  altered  considerably.  The  formei 
feeling  was  one  almost  amounting  to  resentment  but  this  is  bein^ 
gradually  replaced  by  one  of  real  interest,  and  objection  to  inspec- 
tion is  here,  as  in  other  schools,  practically  unknown. 


Grammar  School 

Pupils 

Attending 

380 

Pupils 

Examined 

291 

Girls’  High  School 

337 

290 

Junior  Technical  School 

156 

125 

Central  Secondary  School 

336 

297 

Total 

1209 

1003 

At  the  ages  specified  by  the  Board  of  Education  th 
examinations  were  as  follows : — 


Age 

8 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

Tota'. 

Boys  ... 

17 

59 

189 

128 

71 

35 

9 

508  • 

Girls 

8 

33 

106 

88 

52 

35 

18 

340  ' 

In  addition  to  these,  special  cases  were  examined  a 
the  following  ages  : — 


Age  

7 

9 

10 

11 

Total 

Boys  

5 

6 

10 

52 

73 

Girls  

3 

5 

16 

52 

76 

Number  of  pupils  in  whom  no  defect  was  found,  487. 


1 

1 
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The  inspections  were  carried  out  oii  much  tlie  same 
■ lines  as  in  the  Elementary  Schools,  with  tlie  addition  of 
chest  measurements.  v 

The  following  table  gives  the  average  chest  measure 
I ments  in  inches  : — 


i Age  8 

1 

Ago  12 

Age  13 

Age  14 

1 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boj’s 

Girls 

1 Inspiration 

f.  Expiration 

25*6 

24-0 

25-8 

23-5 

28-0 

25-8 

29-2 

26-8 

28-6 

26-2 

30-1 
27-4  j 

1 

29-2 

26-6 

32-3 

29-4 

Ago  15 

Age  16 

^ Age  17 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Inspiration 

Expiration 

30-4 

27-6 

33-7 

30-8 

31-5 

28-6 

33-6 

30-9 

32-3 

29-5 

34-7 

32-2 

Ihe  following  defects  were  found  during  the 
01  medical  inspection  : — 


course 


T' 


Disease  or  Defect 


iiDarious  Teeth  (four  or 

j[  “lore  

I Enlargement  of  Tonsils 

[Adenoids  

|:  Enlargement  of  Glands 

- Squint 

External  Eye  Disease 
I Defective  Vision 

Ear  Discharge  

Deafness  

Defective  Speech 
-Other  Diseases  


j Age  8 

Age  12 

Ago  13 

Age  14 

Age  15 

|Age  16 

Ago  17 

1 

B 

G 

B 

G 

B 

G 

B 

G 

B 

G 

' 

B 

G 

B 

1 ^ 

cC 

0 

H 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 1 

1 

3 

3 

4 

. 

'3 

1 

16 

• 

- 

- 

4 

O 

5 

6 

1 

- 

3 

• 

2 

1 

24 

• 

1 

1 

4 

3 

2 

5 

1 

1 

3 

• 

2 

23 

• 

• 

1 

6 

6 

G 

5 

1 

8 

3 

- 

1 

1 

38 

* 

• 

• 

- 

2 

2 

• 

• 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

2 

2 

7 

- 

- 

10 

12 

19 

41 

19 

8 

13 

8 

5 

10 

. 

4 

149 

• 

" 

1 

2 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

• 

• 

7 

• 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

1 

1 

. 

• 

1 

6 

- 

1 

8 

2 

21 

2 

38 

42 

2 

27 

33 

18 

37 

I 

10 

25 

1 

3 

1 

14 

8 

277 

I 
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Defects  found  and  referred  for  treatment,  or  to  be  kept 
under  observation : — ~ 


Routine  Inspection 


Defect  or  Disease 


Treat- 

ment 


Uncleanliness  (Head)  .. 
Eye— 

Rlepliaritis  • • • • * 

Corneal  Ulcer  • • • * • 

Defective  Vision 
S(j^uint  

Ear- 

Defective  Hearing  . 

Nose  and  Throat — 
Enlarged  Tonsils 

Adenoids 

Enlarged  Cervical 
Glands  (non- 
Tuberculous)  . 

Heart  Disease — 

Organic  

Functional 


Ansemia 

Lungs 


Boys 


• « • • • • 


Other  Non-Tuberculous 
Diseases  

Tuberculosis — 

Pulmonary — Definite 
Suspect. 

Non-Pulmonary — 

Spine  ...  . 

Other  forms  . 

Deformities — 

Rickets  ...  « • • • 


Dental  Caries 


Skin- 

Scabies 


• • • • 


• • » • • • 


6 


Observa- 

tion 


Re-examinations 


Treat- 

ment 


Observa- 

tion 


Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls  1 

Boys 

Girls 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

33 

6 

24 

15 

36 

4 

15 

3 

— 

— 

— 

■ ■ — 

' 

1 

3 

— 

2 

— 

2 

1 

6 

22 

14 

13 

23 

7 

3 

3 

1 

3 

3 

6 

2 

3 

— 

5 

— 

1 

— 

10 

1 

7 

2 

1 

6 

4 

1 

6 

3 

— 

— 

4 

1 

8 

— 

14 

1 

11 

— 

10 

’ 4 

7 

25 

3 

1 

4 

21 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

, . 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■■ 

■ - - 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

33 

2 

3 

14 

25 

4 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

25 

4 

36 

7 

17 

13 

44_ 

RETURN 


OF  MEDICAL  JN8PE(TJONS-1928. 


TABLE  1. 


A.— KOUTINE  MEDICAL  IXSPECTIOXS. 

Number  of  Code  Group  luspeetions — 

Entrants  .... 

Intermediates  ... 

‘I 

I Leavers  .... 

Total  

1 Number  of  other  Houtine  luspeetions  .... 


IL— OTHER  INSPECTIONS. 

Number  of  S})eeial  Inspections  .... 
Numl)er  of  Re-Inspections 

Total 


1,007 

1,280 


:},00j 


822 


2,0;31 

9,580 

12,107 


84 


TABLE  IL — A.  Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection  | 
in  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1928. 


DEFECT  OR  DISEASE 

(1) 

ROUTINE  INSPECTIONS 

SPECIAL  INSPECTIONS 

No.  of  Defects 

No.  of  Defects 

Requiring 

Treatment 

(2) 

Requiring  to  be 
kept  under 
obserration 
but  not 
requiring 
Treatment 

(3) 

Requiring 

Treatment 

(4) 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under  obser- 
vation 
but  not 
requiring 
Treatment 

(5) 

Malnutrition 

— 

19  • 

— 

1 

Uncleanliness  

192 

— 

4 

— 

(See  Table  IV.,  Group  V.) 

i 

SKIN— 

] 

Ringworm  : 

Scalp  

7 

— 

Body  

3 

— — 

1 

Scabies 

1 

— 

-1  r% 

' 

Impetigo  

36 

— 

18 

■ 

Other  Diseases 

(Non-Tuborculous) 

12 

9 

7 

— 

EYE— 

Blepharitis  

28 

5 

1 

Conjunctivitis  

2 

■ ' ■■■ 

1 

IvcrSiijiliis  •••  ••• 

1 

— 

' 

Corneal  Opacities  

2 

— 

— 

Defective  Vision  (excluding 

•••  •••  ••• 

177 

129 

64 

10 

Squint 

31 

37 

— 

1 

Other  Conditions  

7 

3 

4 

" ■■■' 

EAR— 

Defective  Hearing  

7 

16 

5 

3 

Otitis  Media  

21 

4 

9 

1 

Other  Ear  Diseases  

2 

5 

1 

1 

NOSE  AND  THROAT— 

Enlarged  Tonsils  only 

83 

258 

5 

4 

Adenoids  only  

38 

49 

5 

1 

Enlarged  Tonsils  & Adenoids 

31 

42 

1 

2 

Other  Conditions  

— 

16 

— 

4 

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands 

. 

(Non-Tuberculous) 

4 

100 

1 

Defective  Speech  

— 

12 

3 

Teeth — Dental  Diseases 

520 

4 

9 

(See  Table  IV.,  Group  IV.) 

' 

HEART  & CIRCULATION— 

i 

Heart  Disease  : 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

— 

34 

" ' 

Functional  

— 

31 

i 1 

Anemia  

1 

32 

1 ^ 

LUNGS— 

1 

Bronchitis  

5 

494 

j i 

1 

Other  Non-Tuberculous 

Diseases  

TABLE  II. — coiifiniieif. 


ROUTINE  INSPECTIONS 

SPECIAL  INSPECTIONS 

No.  of  Defects 

No.  of  Defects 

DEFECT  on  DISEASE 

1 

Requiring 

Treatment 

Requiring  to  be 
kept  under 
observation 

but  not 
requiring 
Treatment 

Requiring 

Treatment 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under  obser- 
vation 
but  not 
requiring 
1’reatment 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(1) 

(5) 

ijBERCULOSIS— 

I Pulmonary  : 

J Definite  

^ Suspected  

iNon-Pulmonary  : 

Glands  

Spine  • ... 

Hip  

Other  Bones  & Joints 

Skin 

Other  Forms  

CRVOUS  SYSTEM— 


5 


3 


3 


1 

1 

1 


Epilepsy  

Chorea  

Other  Conditions 


ilFORMITIES— 

Rickets 

l^pinal  Curvature 
Other  Forms 


her  Defects  & Diseases 


3 

4 
28 


32 

5 

16 

183 


1 

13 


IS 


B.  Number  of  iiulivulnal  chthlrcn  foiiiul  at  Rouiine  Medical 

Inspect, on  to  .equiie  treatment  (exclndin«  Uncicanliness 
Riicl  Dental  Diseases). 

NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN 

GROUP 

Inspected 

Found  to  require 
Treatment 

Percentage  of 
Children  found 
to  require 
Treatment 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

"ODE  GROUPS 
Entrants 


Intermediates  ... 
Leavers  


f'otal  (Code  Groups) 


jther  Routine  Inspections 


1,007 

1,286 

772 


144 

164 

146 


3,065 

524 


454 

31 


14-3 

12-7 

18-9 


14-8 

5-9 


TABLE  III. — Return  of  all  Exceptional  Children  in  the  Area. 
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TABLE  !V.— Returns  of  Defects  Treated  during  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1928. 

TREATMENT  TABLE. 

GROUP  I. — MINOR  AILMENTS  (excluding  Uncleanliness,  for  which 

see  Group  V.). 


“ 

Number  of  Defects  treated  or  under  treatment 

during  the  year 

DISEASE  OR  DEFECT 

Under  the 

Authority’s 

Otherwise 

Total 

Scheme 

(1)  __ 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

SKIN— 

Ringworm — Scalp 
Ringworm — Body 

Scabies  

Impetigo  

Other  Skin  Disease 
MINOR  EYE  DEFECTS 

(External  and  other,  but  excluding 
cases  falling  in  Group  II.). 

MINOR  EAR  DEFECTS  

MISCELLANEOUS  

(e.g.,  minor  injuries,  bruises,  sores, 
chilblains,  etc.). 

Total  


69 

68 

33 

1,018 

152 


177 

156 


560 


3 

1 

X 

1 

5 

4 


3 

8 


19 


72 

69 

34 

1,023 

156 


180 

164 


579 


2,233 


44 


2,277 


GROUP  II.— DEFECTIVE  VISION  AND  SQUINT  (excluding  Minor 
Eye  Defects  treated  as  Minor  Ailments  Group  I.). 


No.  of  Defects  dealt  with 


DEFECT  OR  DISEASE 

fl) 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme 

(2) 

Submitted  to 
Refraction  by 
private  practitioner 
or  at  hospital, 
apart  from  Author- 
ity’s Scheme 

(3) 

Otherwise 

(4) 

• 

Total 

0)_ 

Errors  of  Refraction  (including 

i: 

Squint)  (Operations  for 

squint  should  be  recorded 

separately  in  the  body  of 

10 

430  1 

the  Report)  

415 

Other  Defect  or  Disease  of  the 

Eyes  (excluding  those  re- 

20 

corded  in  Group  I.) - 

20 

- 

Total  

435 

5 

10 

450 

Total  number  of  cliildren  for  whom  spectacles  were  - 

(a)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme,  332.  (5)  OtherAM.e,  lo 

Total  number  of  children  who  obtained  or  received  ®P®^^  ^ 

(a)  Under  the  Authority  s Scheme,  302.  (»)  Others  . , 


TABLE  !V. — C07itinued. 

GROUP  IIL— TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS  OF  NOSE  AND  THROAT. 


NUMBER  OP  DEFECTS 


‘ Received  Operative  Treatment 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme,  in  Clinic 
or  Hospital 

By  Private 
Practitioner  or 
Hospital,  apart 
from  the  Author- 
ity’s Scheme 

Total 

Received  other 
forms  of 
Treatment 

Total  number 
'Treated 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

91  1 

j 

i 

121 

212 

112 

324 

GROUP  IV.— DENTAL  DEFECTS. 


!)  Number  of  children  who  were  : — 
(a)  Inspected  by  the  Dentist : 
Aged  : 


p 

6 

Oj 

fcfi. 

o 

.c 

5 


o 

b 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 


...  ll 
...1117 
...1331 
...  929 
...  06 
...  829 
...  8.51 
..  846 
7 


Toted,  5987 


Specials 


1077 


Grand  Total  7064 

( {b)  Found  to  rcuuirc  treat- 
ment   4591 

I (c)  Actually  treated  • 2285 

( {d)  Re-treated  during  the 

year  as  the  result  of 
jieriodical  exatnina- 
tion  434 


(2)  Half-days  devoted  to  : — 
Inspection,  CO  ; Treatment,  327  ; 

Total,  387. 

(3)  Attendances  made  by  children  for 

treatment,  2728. 

(4)  Fillings  : — 

Permanent  Teeth,  566  ; 'I'em- 
porary  4'eeth,  0 ; 

Total,  500 

(5)  Extractions  : — 

I’ennancnt  Teeth,  092 ; d’em- 
porary  Teeth,  3493; 

Total,  4185 


(0)  Administrations  of  general 
ana-sthetics  for  extractions,  0. 

(7)  Other  operations  : — 

IVrmanent  Teeth,  435  ; Tcjn- 
l)orary  Teeth,  38  ; 

Total  473. 


group 

(i.) 

(ii.) 

(iii.) 

(iv.) 

(V.) 


V.— UNCLEAN! ANESS  AND  VERMINOUS  CONDITIONS. 

Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made  during  the  year  bv 
the  School  Nurses,  17-45  o 


Total  number  of  examinations  of 
School  Nurses,  17,076. 

Number  of  individual  children  found 

Number  of  children  cleansed  under 
Local  Education  Authority,  — . 


children  in  the  Schools  by 
unclean,  022. 

arrangements  made  by  the 


Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  wore  taken: 

(a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921,  . 

{b)  Under  School  Attendance  Bye-Laws, . 


40 


TA^LE  V. — OentaS  Exammations. 


SCHOOL 

No.  of  Children 
examinod 

No.  requiring 
treatment 

No  of 
Xjarents 
oonsontind 
to 

treatment 

Per- 

centage 

Dots 

Girls  j 

Total 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

i^lbert  Road 

219 

236 

455 

132 

140 

272 

110 

40-4 

Alderman  Leach  . . . 

48 

61 

109 

30 

31 

61 

18 

29-5 

Arthur  Pease 

17 

66 

83 

8 

38 

46 

8 

17*4 

Beaumont  Street 

182 

263 

445 

94 

144 

238 

71 

29-9 

Bond^ate  ... 

1.33 

65 

198 

98 

52 

1.50 

55 

36'6 

Borough  Road 

159 

136 

295 

104 

84 

188 

48 

25*5 

Cockerton 

100 

88 

188 

63 

49 

112 

53 

47*3 

Corporation  Road 

186 

470 

656 

100 

276 

376 

118 

32*0 

Dodmire  ... 

165 

172 

337 

109 

110 

219 

76 

34*7 

Gurnev  Pease 

64 

50 

114 

50 

33 

83 

15 

18*0 

Harrowgate  Hill 

271 

223 

494 

161 

121 

282 

96 

34*0 

Holy  Trinity 

44 

60 

104 

35 

38 

73 

17 

23*3 

Kendrew  Street  ... 

36 

38 

74 

25 

23 

48 

24 

50*0 

North  Road 
Open-Air  

122 

128 

34 

250 

34 

84 

87 

19 

171 

19 

77 

7 

45*0 

36*8 

Reid  Street 

486 

139 

625 

232 

93 

325 

133 

40*9 

Rise  Carr  ... 

171 

145 

316 

107 

92 

199 

73 

36*6 

Barnard  ... 

25 

24 

49 

13 

8 

21 

5 

23*8 

St.  Augustine’s  ... 

238 

269 

507 

158 

159 

317 

84 

26*5 

St.  Cuthbert’s 

56 

42 

98 

41 

27 

68 

14 

20*5 

St  John’s 

212 

183 

395 

134 

117 

251 

66 

26*2 

St.  William’s 

49 

62 

in 

33 

46 

79 

24 

30*3 

Central  Secondary 

32 

33 

65 

22 

21 

43 

8 

18*6 

Junior  Technical... 

131 

— 

131 

69 

— 

69 

18 

26  0 

Grammar 

156 

— 

156 

98 

— 

98 

31 

31*6 

Kicli 

59 

59 

— 

29 

29 

10 

Kendrew  St.  C.  ... 

133 

— 

133 

83 

i 

83 

28 

33*7 

Total 

3435 

3046 

6481 

2083 

1837 

j 3920. 

1287 

32*8  ■: 
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